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Another use of images to develop research questions — have students find one image
that best represents their topic and post it on a Padlet wall. (Find out more about
using Padlet in classes here: http://uknowledge.uky.edu/libraries_present/80/)
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What if students encounter disturbing images? Some topics lend themselves to
potentially offensive images. Warn students of the possibility when introducing
activity. Ask them to gauge what offensive images might surface with a search on
their topic and how they sensitive they are to such images. Offer to work with
students to think of other ways to search for their topics that might be less likely to
produce offensive images. For lower level students, emphasize that you will be
expecting them to react and respond as adults.
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What is students can’t get out of “right answer” mode? Or, they’re having a hard time
channeling their curiosity and connecting what they see in the image search with
their topics? Or, they think this approach to developing their topic is coming out of
left-field and they just don’t get it? Introduce the activity as a creative process that
may feel uncomfortable and unfamiliar to them . . . but that’s ok! Stick with it. Part of
the learning process is to reach outside of yourself and stretch yourself.
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By leading students to systematically question what they’re looking at in relation to
their topics and providing the mental scaffolding to do so, curiosity can be
reawakened, students can literally see the context of their topics, developing a
research topic can become a creative exploration, and inquiry can finally be allowed
back into the research experience.
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Image Credits (in order of use)

“Endless.” Alberto ... https://www flickr.com/photos/albertoalerigi/2888402121/ CCBY 2.0 https://creativec org/licenses/by/2.0/

"Metropolis Il - another view.“Seth Anderson. https://www.flickr.com/photos/swanksalot/8548373939 CC BY-SA 2.0

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/)

"Whoa.“ Patrick Bell. https://www.flickr.com/photos/druidicparadise/367212065 CC BY 2.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/)
“escaping.” B. https://www.flickr.com/photos/ishque/3228394653/ CC BY-NC-SA 2.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/)

“174/365 Photo Wall.” martinak15. https://www.flickr.com/photos/martinaphotography/6882007292/ CC BY 2.0
(https://creati .org/licenses/by/2.0/)

"Art Institute of Chicago.” chicagogeek. https://www.flickr.com/photos/chicagogeek/4333114156 CC BY-ND 2.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-

nd/2.0/)

“Before Digital.” Tyler Neu. https://www.flickr.com/photos/neuski/470429288 CC BY-NC-ND 2.0 (https://creati org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/)

"TASS Metacognition.” msbrendadanderson. https://www.flickr.com/photos/30556726@N04/6058845964/ CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/)

Quintana, C., Meilan, Z., & Krajcik, J. (2005). Cognitive activities in online inquiry. Chart. Educational Psychologist, 40(4), 237.
doi:10.1207/515326985ep4004_5

“concept_map_lrg.” jean-louis Zimmerman. https://www.flickr.com/photos/jeanlouis zimmermann/3055800558 CC BY 2.0

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/)

“magritte-cmap.” Bill Anderson. https://www.flickr.com/photos/92889522 @N00/3920008870 CC BY 2.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/)

"Bold and Unexpected.” Trina . https://www.flickr.com/photos/paperdollimages/88970032 CC BY-NC-ND 2.0
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/)

"WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING AT? Nolifebef offee. https://www.flickr.com/photos/nolifebeforecoffee/124659356 CC BY 2.0
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/)

“Lazy dog on the couch.” mulf. https://www.flickr.com/photos/mulford/992784190 CC BY-NC-ND 2.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-
nd/2.0/)
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