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Another use of images to develop research questions – have students find one image 
that best represents their topic and post it on a Padlet wall. (Find out more about 
using Padlet in classes here: http://uknowledge.uky.edu/libraries_present/80/) 
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What if students encounter disturbing images? Some topics lend themselves to 
potentially offensive images. Warn students of the possibility when introducing 
activity. Ask them to gauge what offensive images might surface with a search on 
their topic and how they sensitive they are to such images. Offer to work with 
students to think of other ways to search for their topics that might be less likely to 
produce offensive images. For lower level students, emphasize that you will be 
expecting them to react and respond as adults.    
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What is students can’t get out of “right answer” mode? Or, they’re having a hard time 
channeling their curiosity and connecting what they see in the image search with 
their topics? Or, they think this approach to developing their topic is coming out of 
left-field and they just don’t get it? Introduce the activity as a creative process that 
may feel uncomfortable and unfamiliar to them . . . but that’s ok! Stick with it. Part of 
the learning process is to reach outside of yourself and stretch yourself.   
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By leading students to systematically question what they’re looking at in relation to 
their topics and providing the mental scaffolding to do so, curiosity can be 
reawakened, students can literally see the context of their topics, developing a 
research topic can become a creative exploration, and inquiry can finally be allowed 
back into the research experience.  
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