Interview Guide
1. Introduction
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Thank you for agreeing to this interview. My name is INTERVIEWER,
and I am a doctoral student studying health education.
The purpose of this interview is to understand the different strategies
caregivers use to keep their children safe around guns in the home.
There are no right or wrong answers to these questions. I am just trying
to understand what works for you.
If you do not feel comfortable answering a question, tell me, and we can
skip it.
Whatever you share with me is confidential. Your name and all
identifiers in your responses will be removed from this research.
If it is ok, I would like to record this interview, so I do not miss any of
your answers. I would also like to take notes as you talk.
Here is an informed consent form describing your voluntary participation
in this study. Please review it and sign it if you agree to participate.
Thank you for signing. Before we get started with the interview, could
you please take a minute or two to fill out this information sheet? This
will help me understand some basic demographic information for study
participants. Again, this information is confidential and will not be
linked to your name.

2. Please describe your personal use of firearms.
• Who uses the firearms in your home?
3. Could you tell me about your introduction to firearms?
• What age do you remember seeing/holding/shooting a firearm for the
first time?
• Could you tell me how you first learned about gun safety?
▪ Describe some of the safety messages you were taught.
▪ Who were the individuals that helped you learn about gun safety?
4. Please describe how you store firearms in your home.
• Where do you store your guns?
• When do you store your guns?
• Do you feel like these gun storage strategies are important for your
child’s safety?
▪ Why or why not?
• Where did you learn these gun storage strategies?
• Do you feel like you could improve your current gun storage strategies?
▪ If so, what would you do?
• Please describe any barriers or challenges to gun storage in your home.

•

Have you made any changes to your gun storage practices when you had
a child?
▪ If so, describe these changes and explain why you made them.
▪ How have these strategies changed as he or she aged?

Citations: Holly, Porter, Kamienski, & Lim, 2019; Monuteaux, Azrael, & Miller,
2019; Ngo et al., 2019; Wallace, 2019
Research Question: What are Appalachian caregivers’ gun storage practices?
5. Does your child express interest in the guns in your home?
•
•
•

If so, describe this interest.
If not, why do you think that?
Describe how your child was introduced to firearms.

Citations: Ablewhite et al., 2015; Baxley & Miller, 2006; Webster, Wilson,
Duggan, & Pakula, 1992
Research Question: What are Appalachian caregivers’ perceptions of child
interest in firearms in the home?
6. Describe any gun safety conversations you or another adult has had with
your child.
• Who talks with your child about gun safety?
• When did these conversations start?
• What are some of the safety topics discussed?
• What are some of the questions your child has asked about gun safety?
• In your opinion, does having a gun in the house make these
conversations more or less important?
▪ Why or why not?
• Ideally, what is the best way to teach children about gun safety in the
home?
• Ideally, who should teach children about gun safety in the home?
Citations: Holly et al., 2019; Wallace, 2019
Research Question: What are Appalachian caregivers’ experiences teaching
gun safety to children?
7. Ideally, how should caregivers address child safety when there are guns in
the home?
• Describe different strategies they should use.
• Do these strategies change as children age?
▪ Why or why not?
• Where should caregivers get reliable information on gun safety?

•

What is the most important thing that a caregiver can do to keep their
child safe around guns in the home?

Research Question: What are Appalachian caregivers’ attitudes toward gun
safety in the home?
8. Conclusion
• Thank you for taking the time to tell me your experiences and
perspectives.
• As I mentioned at the beginning of this interview, your answers will be
kept confidential.
• Thank you again. Here is a gift card as a thank you for your time and
willingness to share your experiences.
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