HOME (/)
ABOUT
JOURNAL (/ABOUT)
M A S T H E A D ( / N E W- PAG E )
PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS (/PROSPECTIVE-MEMBERS)
SUBSCRIBE (/SUBSCRIBE)
S TA F F R E S O U R C E S ( / S TA F F - R E S O U R C E S )
P U B L I C AT I O N S
P U B L I C AT I O N A R C H I V E ( / P U B L I C AT I O N - A R C H I V E )
VOLUME 1 (2009) (/VOLUME-1-2008-2009)
VOLUME 2 (2010) (/VOLUME-2-2009-2010)
VOLUME 3 (2011) (/VOLUME-3-2010-2011)
VOLUME 4 (2012) (/VOLUME-4-2011-2012)
VOLUME 5 (2013) (/VOLUME-5-2012-2013)
VOLUME 6 (2014) (/VOLUME-6-2013-2014)
VOLUME 7 (2015) (/VOLUME-7-2014-2015)
VOLUME 8 (2016) (/VOLUME-8-2015-2016)
VOLUME 9 (2017) (/VOLUME-9-2016-2017)
VOLUME 10 (2018) (/VOLUME-10-2018)
SYMPOSIUM
I N F O R M AT I O N ( / S Y M P O S I U M )
B LO G
F U L L B LO G ( / F U L L - B LO G )
B LO G A R C H I V E ( / B LO G - A R C H I V E - 1 )
SUBMISSIONS (/SUBMISSIONS)

October 29, 2017

THE FALLACY OF FOSSIL
FUELS: WHY THE UNITED
STATES NEEDS TO FOCUS
ON DEVELOPING
RENEWABLE ENERGY
SOURCES

Natural Resource (/full-blog/category/Natural+Resource)
BY: JEANA MASON
In 2017, global warming continues to be one of the largest threats, if not the largest threat, the
world has ever faced. Humans and animals alike have felt the effects of global warming through
harsh droughts, intensifying storms, heat waves, rising sea levels, melting glaciers, and warming of
the world’s oceans.[i] One of the primary causes of global warming is the continuous burning of
fossil fuels.[ii] The use of bio fuels is one way to curb the perilous effects of global warming.
Ultimately, the United States, and countries throughout the world, should move away from the
burning fossil fuels and instead manufacture vehicles and equipment that can run safely on biofuels,
as well as, explore other renewable energy sources, such as wind and solar.
At the end of 2016, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), while still acting under the
Obama Administration, issued its Final Renewable Fuel Standards for 2017.[iii] Section 211 of the
Clean Air Act mandates that the EPA set renewable fuel percentage standards each year.[iv] Section
211 therefore requires that the EPA decide the percentage at which fuel derived from renewable
sources, such as biomass, will be blended into gasoline and diesel fuel.[v] For 2017, the EPA, under
the Renewable Fuel Standard, set the minimum amount of renewable fuels required to be blended at
19.28 billion gallons.[vi]
In early 2017, the Trump Administration moved into office. On February 17, 2017 Scott Pruitt was
confirmed as the new head of the EPA.[vii] Pruitt was Oklahoma’s Attorney General before
becoming the head of the EPA. He had used his position as the Attorney General to repeatedly sue
the EPA for its attempts to regulate mercury, smog, and other forms of pollution. Additionally,
Pruitt is not only an advocate, but a close ally of the fossil fuel industry.[viii] Further, Pruitt has a
quite delirious view on global warming and the undeniably substantial human contribution to the
ever-growing problem. Pruitt has expressed that he does not believe that carbon dioxide produced
by human activity is the main driver of climate change.[ix] Scientists and climate activists have

starkly opposed Pruitt claiming that Pruitt’s position “ignores a large body of evidence collected over
decades that shows fossil fuel burning as the main factor in climate change.”[x] Pruitt’s views on
global warming are incredibly dangerous, but even more problematic is his position of power in the
EPA that threatens the future of renewable energy. Time is truly of the essence in pursuing sources
of renewable energy as the continued burning of fossil fuels will destroy the planet we call home.

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/global-warming/biofuel/

In July of 2017, the agency headed by Pruitt decided to maintain the amount of renewable fuels that
must be blended into the United States’ transportation fuel supply for 2018.[xi] However, the EPA
indicated that there would be major changes to the agency’s current renewable fuels program.[xii]
Among those changes will be a reset of required bio fuel levels.[xiii] The EPA further suggested that
the minimum amount of renewable fuels required under the Renewable Fuel Standard be set at
19.24 billion gallons, down from the 19.28 billion gallons set for 2017.[xiv] The EPA claims to be
proposing these new volumes in order to reflect market realities of actual production and consumer
demand.[xv] However, considering Pruitt’s strong ties to the fossil fuel industry and ignorant stance
on global warming, citizens of the United States should not turn a blind eye to the actions of the
EPA. Reducing the amount of biofuels that must be blended into the transportation fuel supply is
not the answer. A far superior solution is to at least maintain the current levels of biofuels that must
be blended into the transportation fuel supply while simultaneously developing vehicles and
equipment that can run solely on biofuels. The EPA should additionally focus on developments in
solar and wind energy with a nationwide goal of complete dependence on renewable fuel sources.
Countries around the world have found success in using biofuels. Brazil, for example, has been
using biofuels derived from sugarcane for decades.[xvi] Additionally, Brazil has successfully
developed cars that are able to run on pure ethanol, a type of biofuel.[xvii] Moreover, several
countries in Europe use biodiesel derived from palm oil to power their vehicles.[xviii]
Opponents of biofuels will argue that manufacturing biofuels consumes so much energy that the
energy used to make biofuels is actually greater than the energy produced by it.[xix] However,
developments in equipment capable of running solely on biofuels will completely solve this
problem. Indeed, biofuels have the capability of being a wholly renewable energy source.
While dependence on renewable energy sources is not something that can happen overnight, it is
necessary that the United States continue to work toward total dependence on renewable energy.
Fossil fuels are a nonrenewable, rapidly depleting energy source. Further, it is no secret that fossil
fuels have caused the planet to warm at an alarming rate, threatening wildlife and the balance of
ecosystems around the world. In order to preserve the planet for generations to come, it is vital that
renewable fuel sources be the focus of future innovations in the energy industry.
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