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Digital Footprints: 
Freedom on the 
Move UK
Jennifer Bartlett, Vanessa M. Holden, Reinette Jones, Kopana Terry 

University of Kentucky 
UK Libraries • Department of History  •  

Program in African American & Africana Studies • Commonwealth Institute for Black Studies  

Source: “The Project Gutenberg EBook of The Underground Railroad from Slavery to Freedon (1898) by 
Wilbert Henry Siebert.” https://www.gutenberg.org/files/49038/49038-h/49038-h.htm.



What is 
Freedo
m on 
the 
Move? 
Crowdsource 
Transcription Platform

Source: Archibald H. Grimke. Anti-Slavery in Boston. New England Magazine. Dec. 1890, via 
Wikimedia Commons. 



Crowdsourced 
Transcription Freedom 

on the 
Move

Transcription

Code Data

Group 
Advertisements 

freedomonthemove.org



The Role of Advertisements 
Enlisting the public’s help in racialized policing. 



February 24, 
1844

The Daily Picayune
New Orleans, LA



Advertisement 
Types 
Who placed 
advertisements and why? 

Enslavers placed ads in 
hopes of enlisting the 
help of other whites to 
find enslaved people. 

Jailors also placed ads 
when enslaved people 
were delivered into their 
custody. 



Kentucky 
in the 
FOTM 
Archive 

Nashville Gazette

05/03/1820

Newbernian and North Carolina Advocate 

11/07/1848 
***Note that this ad was placed on 10/18/1848***



PUBLICATION DATE:
04/19/1851
NEWSPAPER:
Greensborough Patriot
NEWSPAPER LOCATION:
Greensboro, Greensboro, NC, US

Kentucky in 
the 
FOTM 
Archive 



Our 
Current 
Partnership 

• FOTM has 32, 254 
Advertisements 
available for search 
and transcription. 
• None of those ads 

come from 
Kentucky’s historical 
newspapers. 
• UK Librarians in 

partnership with 
CIBS are leading the 
national effort to 
expand this 
important archive. 

Working with 
Students to 
Expand the 
Archive Nationally



UK Libraries: 
Expertise & 
Resources 



UK Libraries: 

KDNP

● 67 newspaper titles
● 15,128 issues
● 60,532 approx. pages

○ Kentucke Gazette
■ Oldest in KY
■ Oldest west of the Allegheny 

Mountains
○ Courier Journal (preceding titles)

■ State newspaper of record
○ Majority of titles from Bluegrass 

Region

Question: How many pages/issues can 8 
students get through in 2.5 
months?

Question: How many ads collected during 
2.5 mo.?

Question: What period of time and/or titles 
contain the most ads?



UK Libraries:

NKAA

1. Entries and references related to the contributions of African Americans in and from Kentucky

2. Half a million hits each calendar year

3. A homegrown, in-house library database 

4. Free to anyone with internet access

5. Content covered from 1700s-present

6. Three sections: 

● 1) Kentucky history and resource entries  

● 2) African American Library Directors in the U.S. 

● 3) African American Women Veterans in and from Kentucky 



UK Libraries:

Workflow 
Management via 
Notion



Impact
• This project is a student focused cross-

college collaboration with community 
impact. 

• We are making the rich history of African 
American Kentuckians more accessible. 



Questions? 
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