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I think if it were possible to separate the Alcoholics Anonymous ap-
proach—that there are certain people who have been disproportion-
ately impacted by cerrain kinds of forces and that we should get them
together to talk about it and deal with it—if you could separate that
idea from all this other garbage, that would help. If you could separate
the idea that Black men are the standard bearers of the Black commu-
nity and that they are the salvation of the group, it would be almost a
seamlessly good thing. Then the struggle becomes trying to separate
that stuff out. You sit Farrakhan down and say that yes, Black men go
to jail more than others, burt that’s a problem in and of itself and you
don’t have to overload it with all of these other things, specifically the
idea that the fate of race rests on the fate of these people because they
are special somehow. The struggle, the political struggle, becomes one
of separating these themes.

dC: Or as you put it in the paper on Cress-Welsing theory, separating
the “theodicy” from the “therapy” as two moments that structure.

PT: How do you see the theodicy coming in?

dC: Thar whole sense of immanence, religious-historical immanence
which some folks wanted to pack into the event as something separate
from, very simply, a group of men getting together who happen to
have a shared experience and for whom it would be useful to reflect
upon that shared experience.

PT: In some senses, yes, I thought that the Million Man March was
probably a therapeutic endeavor, but I don’t know how much any
sense of theodicy has a role to play. You could say that the imposition
of all these extraneous themes is motivated in part by an attempr to
deal with the theodicy, the idea is that all these horrible things have
happened to us and we have to be a certain kind of people to deal
with these questions. Dealing with this has been bound up with the
tradition of describing ourselves with reference to certain Biblical
texts, which necessarily brings in an element of theodicy.

dC: The political problem for the Black community that comes out of
this interpretation is how far can one convince people like Farrakhan
to separate those two moments. How far can you expect them to actu-
ally move?

PT: Well, then the question becomes a question of liberal politics.
Look, Farrakhan is a minister and that’s what he’s always going to be;
he leads a religious group. So, when you're trying to figure out how to
# bring Farrakhan to the table and separate out the theodical elements
. of hls story which say things like “White people are the devil,” you
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have to figure out how to cultivate in these people a certain kind of
internal morality. You need to explore how this morality can overlap
with moralities from other groups in useful ways, in the public space.
You have to ask those kinds of questions and deal with that when you
want to figure out how to get Farrakhan in without some of his more
contentious ideas.

dC: The question, therfore, is not how far you can change him, but
rather who else should be at the table. Make sure that Farrakhan is
there, and so is Cornell West, so is Jesse Jackson, so are a myriad of
other people who would create that overlapping sense of morality of

which you speak.

PT: I think that’s the only way to do it. That’s why it’s important to
talk to Farrakhan because if you don’t talk to him he’s just going to
become more extreme. Bring him to the table so that he’s held ac-
countable to a community of people who are trying to achieve a com-
mon goal. And you have to be sensitive to the fact that he’s walking a
political tightrope himself. The internal politics of the Nation of Is-
lam keep him from being more progressive, than he could be. He’s
made noises about being more progressive but there’s a more radical
element within the Nation that will blow up if he backs up too
quickly from certain kinds of core themes and ideas.
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