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Miller

Much more so than the United States, Japanese society is geared to-
ward‘protecting its old. It has the highest longevity rate amnnFr the i
dqstrlalized nations and a tradition of children caring for the w0 i
Still, some people fall through cracks in this system. This is especially
true. fpr men who have, through divorce or death, lost their fic*; to llt "}
fe_am1lles. Thus, in Airin, it is common to see men in their se ‘ 98
eighties, alone and trying to compete with me ‘
“Because I have nowhere else to go” was the
[ asked why they were there.

ir parents,

venties or
n fifty years younger.
answer [ usually got when

Airin-Cho

There are photographs of women everywhere in Airin: in advertise-
ments for anything from cigarettes to stomach medicine, in discarded
pornography staring blankly from trash piles, in posters the police put
up to discourage drug use... But one rarely sees women in the area.
Thus, women no longer seem a part of the real world for many of the
men in Airin, only beautiful specters that inhabit memories or dreams.
For some, women become objects of reverence, and they hang pictures
of teen idols or geishas on the chain-link fences around the parks. For
others, a misogyny that is already part of Japanese society becomes am-
plified, and they take out their rage on the images that remind them of
what they can’t have.




Many of the younger men I met talked about getting out of Airin and
rebuilding their lives, Some would describe grandiose dreams and
plans, wealth, and families. But the hopes of the older men didn’t to go
much beyond the next day. Some were content where they were, others
were just being realistic. Having spent ten or twenty years in Airin, it
was difficult to imagine becoming a part of mainstream Japan. What-

ever worlds they had left, or been cast out of, had gone on without
them.

Airn-Cho

Many of the men I met in Airin were not the SFL'}'(*P(1E)1’}31‘C;1{L§rgtis%i
vagavbomis. This man was very dl'til.‘U]i-]t.L‘ and CIU‘;I-I'\ :..]L :lscln w.PCnCd\_m
he was vague about why he was in AII‘II'II, sm.net mﬂ]g\.,m]; mi;éles& i
his life that had just made life in the mainstream sLL “:v HEE e
wlm not as uncommon as one might think, fma}i I‘ I,]u,t\:.l;(lo'qtﬁmd e
good minds going to waste in a place where they we g

ten with the rest of Airin.




