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Adams: No. It didn’t. I was sorry that they were getting a divorce,
but I don’t think I felt it would affect my future.

Birdwhistell: It was not threatening?
Adams: No, it was not threatening,

Birdwhistell: So you decide to leave Western and go to U.K. Now,
as I understand this, when you applied to U.X., you actually applied to
the law school?

Adams: That’s right. The only thing I can remember doing was
sending thirty-five dollars and a transcript. I think that everyone who
applied, and had a certain number of hours of college work, was
accepted. I’'m sure you had to have a “C” average. But other than that,
if there were any standards, I don’t remember them. And you had to have
two years’ work in any field. You didn’t have to have any major. It was
really a very easy [chuckle] school to get into.

Birdwhistell: In the post-war setting [with] a lot of the veterans and
tremendous growth in enrollment, here you are a woman student at a
teachers college finishing two years and then moving directly into the law
school without any . . . seems like there are no barriers, no road blocks
in any form or fashion.

Adams: I don’t think there was. The only road blocks were the ones
that women had placed there for themselves. [chuckle] I don’t think there
were road blocks if you chose to do that. I remember being disappointed
there were no other women in the class. There were two in the class
ahead of me, but there were no other women in my class. I was a little
disappointed in that because I had expected that there would be one or
two more women. I doubt if even the law school knew the makeup of the
class until everybody registered because I remember people registered
right up to the day we started the class. We were a fairly small class,
even in the beginning. I think there were sixty or sixty-one of us. I joined
a sorority and moved into the sorority house. [Alpha Gamma] Delta.

Birdwhistell: Where was that sorority house then?

Adams: 1t was on Maxwell Street. Actually the Kappa House is in
that house now. A beautiful old house.
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Birdwhistell: Did you come early that fall to pledge?

Adams: Yes, went through rush. As an incoming law student I was
treated as a transfer student. [I] lived in Sayre Hall where many transfer
students lived. Where Sayre School is now. It’s on North Limestone. It
was women’s housing and primarily transfer students. And most of them
had come from two-year girls’ schools [like] Sweet Briar [or] Randolph-
Macon.

Birdwhistell: Were there any other graduate students living with you
at the time?

Adams: Not that I remember. I don’t think so.

Birdwhistell: Now when the people living there with you at Sayre
Hall asked you, “Norma, what are you majoring in?” and you said, “I’m
in law school,” was there any reaction?

Adams: Yes. They’d say, “Really?” [laughter] That’s about it.
[laughter] “Really?”

Birdwhistell: Think back to that first week and tell me what that was
like. You’re the only woman in the incoming law school class, you’re
young, and you’re new to town.

Adams: I can remember registering in the lobby of Lafferty Hall, and
paying fees when I registered. I remember the first orientation in what we
called the courtroom in Lafferty Hall. It was a room that had seats in a
semi-circle and a sort of an arena setting. That was a little bit frightening.
Some of the professors talked with us — the old story of look to the right
of you and look to the left of you and only one of the three of you will
graduate. They really said those things. You hear them, but they really
said that. It was true, and that was a little frightening. Although I think
I had a great deal of confidence in my academic ability. I really wasn’t
terribly afraid that I wouldn’t graduate if I chose to. I don’t know why
I had that much confidence, but I did. I worked very hard that first
semester. And I remember there was a young man I had known as a
child, named Charles Cames. He and I had known each other in
Owensboro. Our mothers had been close friends. He was in the class and
was actually four years older than I. T was really glad to see him because
he was someone I knew. He was married and that was sort of nice. I
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believe he ended up being the number one graduate in our class. He now
teaches at the University of Arkansas Law School and has for many
years. But he was the only person I knew.

I had had a blind date . . . this is a little bit interesting. I had two
roommates from Paducah, Bobbie [Barbara A.] Stivers and Tillie [Matilda
A.] Metzger. They were cute and funny. Bobbie was pinned to a Sigma
Chi and she said, “I’ll call the house and get Bob to bring a couple
people and we’ll go out on a date.” So she did. One of them was a law
student and it turned out that’s the man I married. So I met him on the
first night. But we did not date continuously after that. I wanted to go
with the other boy and he wanted to go with the other girl. We didn’t
really click. When he found out I was in law school, he said, “Oh no!”
because he had been engaged to another law student [chuckle] the year
before. The last thing he wanted was to get involved with another law
student. So it was very difficult for us eventually to get back together.
Among the people I dated that first year and was really close friends with
and was very, very helpful to me was Bob Stephens, who became the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. He was a third-year student. We’ve
been friends ever since. And I dated a few people who weren’t in law
school. But I really studied very, very hard the first semester. I can
remember sitting up on Friday nights and Saturday night. And we had
Saturday classes, too. All law students had Saturday classes. You could
not arrange a schedule without a Saturday class as a freshman law
student. That was not permitted. That kept you on the campus.

Birdwhistell: How did you get back and forth from Sayre Hall to the
campus?

Adams: We walked, unless it was really cold or terrible, and then we
took the bus up and down [Limestone] Street. But normally we walked.

Birdwhistell: So you would just go over [to the campus] and expect
to spend the day?

Adams: That’s right. Carrying the books was the only thing that was
tough about it.

Birdwhistell: Did you have lockers in Lafferty Hall?

Adams: We did. Well, we girls didn’t even have to have lockers
because we had this little tiny lounge. We left what we wanted to there.
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We had no worry at all about anything happening to the books. So we
would study in the library and if I didn’t have to take that book back to
the dorm with me, I’d leave it in the little lounge. It was probably six
feet by ten feet, and it had no window [chuckle]. We have a wonderful
story about Dean Elvis Stahr. We were complaining that it was so hot
and stuffy in the lounge. We went to see Miss [Mary] Dunne, who was
Elvis Stahr’s secretary, and we fold her. She said, “Well, why don’t you
tell the Dean about that?”” So we went in to see the Dean and he looked
at us and said, “Well, why don’t you open a window?” Of course, we
were at least one room removed from any exterior walls. We just sort of
said, “Oh,” and we gave up. [chuckle] And we stayed in our lounge.

Birdwhistell: Did the men students have their own lounge area?

Adams: They did. It was actually called the Student Lounge, I think,
but we just didn’t go down there. [laughter]

Birdwhistell: 1t wasn’t called the Men’s Lounge, it was the Student
Lounge?

Adams: The Student Lounge, that’s right.
Birdwhistell: And you never went there?

Adams: We never went down there. [chuckle] That’s interesting. I
forgot. I never thought of it in those terms, but that’s the way it was.

Birdwhistell: You said that there were two women students ahead of
you? So there were just three women students that you recall?

Adams: There was one woman in the class who was a senior, but she
rarely was around. She would come to class and leave and I can
remember that her first name was Bonnie [Patricia Evans]. I can’t
remember her last name.

Birdwhistell: So that would be four total?

Adams: Four total,

Birdwhistell: Were there women students in classes after you?
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Adams: Yes. But they were not there that first semester, of course.
There were five of us whom I really considered that were very close.
Mary Osborne and Anne Woods were one year ahead of me. I was in the
middle and then Dianne McCabe and Virginia Roberson were in the class
below me. The five of us were close and really remained in contact
through our lives. Only two of us are living at this point. Dianne was
really successful. She became the first woman who was a vice president
of Coca-Cola International. She was director of, I’'m not sure what the
department is, Department of Labor dealing with women, whatever that
is. She was director of Consumer Affairs for the State of Michigan. She
and I, particularly, remained relatively close. She was in Atlanta with
Coca-Cola during the years that my children were in prep school at
Westminster in Atlanta, so we really renewed the friendship. And she did
come back to visit me probably about ten years ago and stayed for two
or three days. She was really bright and articulate.

Birdwhistell: So there was this bonding, if you will, among the
women students?

Adams: Oh, very much so.

Birdwhistell: And I assume you would rely on each other for support,
encouragement and sympathy? [chuckle]

Adams: That’s right. That’s right.

Birdwhistell: 1 was going to ask you this question and this seems like
the appropriate time. I'm thinking about the young woman who is trying
to become the first woman cadet at the Citadel. Eventually she was
accepted and then within a short period of time drops out because being
the only woman there was just too difficult. In following that story in the
news, did you think back to your days in the law school and did you
make any connections between those two stories?

Adams: No. Not really. No. It wasn’t that kind of a situation. I mean,
there was certainly no resistance to our going to law school like there was
resistance to her going to The Citadel. And it was not an entirely new
experience. It might have been rather unusual but it wasn’t . . . I don’t
think I could equate that at all.
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Birdwhistell: But if you’d have been the only woman in the law
school, I guess it would have been a little different for you.

Adams: 1 think it would have been different if I had been the first
woman in the law school. But the big thing is there was no resistance.
She met such resistance.

Birdwhistell: [The] first semester of any kind of graduate program,
or professional school, has to be a little tough. You’re learning the ropes,
learning the routine, getting to know the faculty. You said you entered
with great confidence. Did you ever have any moments when you thought
maybe I’'m in the wrong spot here?

Adams: Oh, 'm sure that I did. I’m sure that I worried and did some
real worrying about the finals, because your whole grade was that one
test in law school. I think that’s still the same way. You write one exam
and that’s your grade. I remember that we had a mid-semester sort of
warm-up for the final test. We did a test and I didn’t do real well on that
as I remember. I had some B’s and C’s and a D. I was a little concerned
about that. But I learned my lesson well because I ended up [with] the
third highest grades for the first semester. By today’s standards that was
not real high. I think I had one “A” and the others “B.” But the grading
system in law school at that time was just unreal. One interesting thing
that happened [was] normally they took the persons with the top two
grade averages onto the Kentucky Law Journal from the freshman class.
Well, that year they took the top three. In everybody’s opinion it was
because they would get the first woman on the Law Journal.

Birdwhistell: Who do you think made that decision?

Adams: Probably the faculty in conjunction, maybe, with the senior
editors of the Law Journal. 1 don’t know. But that’s the first and only
resentment I think I ever felt. There was a little bit of a murmur at this
point. Well, this was done to . . . . I remember when the selections were
posted, of freshman who would be joining the Law Journal staff, and
there was a little bit of that, you know. That they’ve reached below the
usual persons in order to pick up a woman on the Law Journal.

Birdwhistell: How did you deal with that?
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Adams: With the resistance? I don’t think it bothered me. I don’t
remember it bothering me. But you know, sometimes you just don’t
choose to think about things that might have bothered you.

Birdwhistell: But you were pleased to have that opportunity?

Adams: 1 was very pleased to have that opportunity and enjoyed
being on the Law Journal and writing.

Birdwhistell: You were business manager?

Adams: Yes, I was business manager. I also was Note Editor. I did
both.

Birdwhistell: That was a fairly influential position on the Law
Journal.

Adams: Well, probably more influential today because of the large
staff that they have. The staff was small then. I think the Note Editor’s
job, which I believe I did my third year, probably was a higher position
in the course of things. I believe Charlie Carnes did end up being the
editor and I don’t think that he made the Law Journal the first semester.

Birdwhistell: Did you aspire to be the editor?

Adams: Oh, I probably would have liked to have been, yes. But I was
not. By that time I was probably fourth, fifth, sixth in the class grade
wise. I didn’t retain that third position. I stayed within the top five or six
or seven. But then there were only eighteen or nineteen of us who
graduated in that class. It was very small.

Birdwhistell: Tell me about working on the Law Journal. Was that
a very pleasant experience for you?

Adams: 1t was. Paul Oberst was my advisor and, of course, he’s
delightful. That was good and I really enjoyed that. T liked to write and
so that was a good experience.

Birdwhistell: Let’s talk about some of the people that were there. You
mentioned Elvis Stahr, Dean of the Law School. What do you recall
about Dean Stahr? Did you have access to him or was he sort of remote?
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Adams: 1 think he was remote. I remember him as being remote. He
was gone quite a lot. I don’t remember him being a good dean. He was
succeeded by people who were much more available. I don’t remember
him having much interest in the law school. That’s the impression that I
had, that he was not really interested in the law school. I had one class
with him. And he was rarely there. [chuckle] I remember that.

Birdwhistell: He had people come in and do the lectures for him?

Adams: He would do that sometimes. Sometimes he’d have the class
meet for two hours at like seven o’clock in the morning before he caught
a plane somewhere. [chuckle] Seven o’clock in the morning! But I don’t
have the impression that he left much of a mark on the law school, that
he influenced it greatly.

Birdwhistell: What about other faculty members? You mentioned Paul
Oberst. His name comes up so many times in relation to the university
and specifically to the law school. You’ve already identified him as a
person who was particularly helpful to you.

Adams: Helpful, and also molded my thinking a great deal. You
know, that was the time when the move for civil rights was in its infancy
and he certainly influenced my thinking a great deal about that. I once
heard Governor [Edward T.] Breathitt say that he influenced him so
much. He broadened the thinking of law students. Now many people
think he was not a great teacher. I do think he was a great teacher. I liked
hearing him, but I’ve heard other people say he was much too general,
he was never specific, he talked in generalities. But now I didn’t feel that
way. And I never made great grades under him. I made better grades
under W. L. Matthews, [William L. Matthews, Jr.] who laid everything
out cold and stayed within the course he was teaching. He was a great
teacher. But he didn’t change my thinking the way Paul Oberst did.
[Although] I don’t know that Paul Oberst changed my thinking because
my family had always thought well on those issues. I can remember at
six or seven years old walking down the street in Owensboro and going
by the Catholic school, my first recollection of seeing black children and
white children together. [I] asked my mother why that was true there and
not in my school? She said, “Because some people do understand that all
people are created equally.” I've always thought, what an amazing
statement for a twenty-eight year old woman in 1937. So I had a
background of not being prejudiced. But Paul Oberst put that in the
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framework of the Constitution and the framework of the whole country.
I felt he and Elizabeth, his wife, had great influence on me, on this whole
state because of the way in which they’ve influenced law students.

Birdwhistell: At the time you were at law school it had been
desegregated. There is a picture of the Student Bar Association, and there
is an African-American student in the picture.

Adams: There is, and he didn’t stay. I’'m not sure why. His last name
was Hinnant [Ollen B. Hinnant, Jr.]. I didn’t know him real well, but he
wasn’t in my class, either. He was in the class above. He may have been
drafted. It may have been as simple as that. Someone told me later that
he did finish [UK., 1955] and become a lawyer somewhere. And you
know, many students had financial problems at that time. They would be
out of school a semester or two and then come back because they worked
and there weren’t nearly so many vehicles for financing education.

Birdwhistell: Who was financing your education at that time?

Adams: My parents financed it all. I never did work. Well, I did
work one summer. I worked in the alumni office and stayed in Lexington
and wrote Law Journal articles.

Birdwhistell: 1 was going to ask you if you clerkéd during the
summer. But you worked in the alumni office and worked on the Law
Journal?

Adams: Yes. If clerking was available, I didn’t know about it. I don’t
really think it was generally available. Probably the people whose
families were lawyers, had lawyers in their family, probably worked in
their law offices. But I don’t think it was generally done as it is today.
At least nobody asked me to clerk for them. [chuckle] Nor did they ask
me to practice with them when I got out. [laughter]

Birdwhistell: Were there other faculty members who you learned a
great deal from [or you have] a particularly positive recollection about?

Adams: Oh, [Frederick W.] Fred Whiteside [Jr.], yes, who’s still
living. You know, these people certainly live long lives. W. L. Matthews
has died, but I see Paul Oberst and Fred Whiteside on a regular basis.
Wilbert Hamm was an excellent teacher of contracts. I have a less
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positive reaction to Mr. [Frank] Murray and W.L. [Alfred Buffin]
McEwen. He [McEwen] was killed. A bolt of lightning hit him on a golf
course.

Birdwhistell: Was Roy Moreland still on the faculty when you were
there?

Adams: Yes, he was. I did not have a positive reaction to him. I don’t
think he was real happy with having women students there. He’s the one
member of the faculty that I think really did not like women students.

Birdwhistell: Now, how did you come to that conclusion?

Adams: He would try to embarrass us in the classroom, but I don’t
know if that was as much from just dislike for us. It’s just that he wanted
to be . . . oh, he liked making fun of people generally, and so he tried.

Birdwhistell: Did he make fun of the men students f00?

Adams: Some of them, yes.

Birdwhistéll: Did you know this before you took his class?

Adams: 1 was told in advance. I was ready.

Birdwhistell: How did you handle it?

Adams: 1 didn’t let him get under my skin. I would just sort of
answer him as best I could and endured. Strangely enough, the people in

the class were very protective of that and did not like it either.

- Birdwhistell: Now, when you were in Moreland’s class, were you the
only woman in the class?

Adams: Yes I was.

Birdwhistell: Is there a particular instance that you recall where he
would do this?

Adams: Yes. He taught criminal law, and when he was teaching rape
he would become explicit.
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Birdwhistell: He would call on you?

Adams: Yes. And I had heard this, that it went on in every class, so
I was sort of prepared for it. I just answered him as simply as I could. I
did not ever leave the class or get upset or let him get under my skin. But
it was interesting. I think the whole class resented it. Oh, maybe some of
them didn’t, but generally there was resentment that he would use this as
a forum for doing this. He also just wasn’t a good teacher. I mean, more
than that, he wasn’t a good teacher. He was the one teacher in law school
who wanted one answer rather than reasoning. The important thing about
being a lawyer is recognizing the issues. If you recognize the issues you
can look up the law. Today you can do it with the touch of a finger on
a computer. Then you could do it in the index. Rather than deal with that,
he wanted you to say whether a person was guilty or not guilty. I think
he was not a good teacher. I don’t know why he felt it necessary to do
that. I think he just probably didn’t like women much, although I
certainly don’t think he ever discriminated in grading. Of course,
supposedly he used the number system.

Birdwhistell: Looking back were you angry about that situation?

Adams: I’'m sure I was. I don’t remember being angry, but I’m sure
I was because my personality, my disposition would just mean I was
angry. I’d be angry today. So I’'m sure I was. ButI don’t think I dwelled
a lot on the anger, which probably was real[ly] helpful.

Birdwhistell: Now, as you look back over the course work, other than
Roy Moreland’s class, you don’t have any other memories. of those types
of situations in the law school? Would that be the exception or not?

Adams: Oh, certainly it was the exception. No, I don’t remember
other teachers. Just being one woman, I probably got called on more than
other people, just because, you know, you look up, you see somebody
who’s different [chuckle] and that name comes to mind. But I probably
liked being called on.

Birdwhistell: As far as the academic expectations, did you feel that
because you were the only woman student in the class the academic
expectations were lower, or did you feel like there was pressure to excel
academically as a woman student?
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Adams: You mean from the faculty or whatever?

Birdwhistell: From the faculty, from your fellow students or from
yourself,

Adams: Oh, 1 think I wanted to excel. I think I probably put that
pressure on myself to excel. Although once I knew I could, I probably
didn’t push myself that hard after the first semester. I proved I could do
it and then I just sort of took it easier and had more fun. That’s, again,
part of my personality. I’'m prone to do that.

Birdwhistell: Back to your social setting in law school, were any men
law students living in fraternity houses?

Adams: A lot of them were. My husband lived in the fraternity house
and was treasurer and earned some money that way. The fraternities paid
people to be treasurer. But they had to live in the house [so] maybe they
got the room and board. That’s probably what happened.

Birdwhistell: After that first semester when you found out you could
do the work and do well, you also found time to participate in the college
culture?

Adams: Absolutely. I had a great time. Wonderful time. I was the
president of the sorority. Lived in the sorority house. Had a lot of good
friends who are still good friends. You would probably recognize many
of the people who were in that sorority at that point. Anita Madden, the
horsewoman, Marilyn Moosnick, who’s a Lexington personality, and
Mary Blanton Williams Cotton, all there at that same time. We had a
great time.

Birdwhistell: Did you get to know [Dean of Women] Sarah Holmes?

Adams: Yes, 1 did.

Birdwhistell: Tell me about her.

Adams: Well, she would come to the sorority house because she was
an Alpha Gamma alum. We would play bridge. She would come have

dinner and we would play bridge with a quarter on the corner of the
table. Anita and I were laughing about that not long ago. [chuckle] She
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was supportive of women. And Jane Haselden was the assistant dean at
that time. They were supportive. I didn’t have any special connection
with them other than Dean Holmes coming to the sorority house and
having dinner occasionally.

Birdwhistell: When you look at the world of women students back
then it was really an interesting time for women because you were so
privileged in so many ways: living in a sorority house, the dean of
women coming over and playing bridge, having your meals served and
your house cleaned and those kinds of things.

Adams: Yes.

Birdwhistell: And yet, in a way, you were not privileged because you
did have many rules and regulations still that governed your life. Do you
think about those two almost polar differences?

Adams: 1 do now. I didn’t then. It was pretty natural. Now I think
about it and, of course, we had to be in every [week night at] nine-thirty,
maybe? And then on weekends we could stay out until eleven unless it
was a special function, and then maybe it was twelve, I don’t know. But
it [was] very controlled. More than probably junior high students are
controlled today. ButI don’t remember even thinking about it, even when
I was in law school. Maybe I did. Maybe I did think, well, here I'm
twenty years old and I can’t stay out. But I don’t have any recollection.

Birdwhistell: You just enjoyed the environment, enjoyed your
situation.

Adams: 1 really did. Yes. The three years I was in law school were
very happy years. I had a good time.

Birdwhistell: As the sorority president, were there ever times when
some of the other sorority members would get in trouble with the rules
or have problems that you had to intervene?

Adams: Yes.

Birdwhistell: How did you handle that?
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Adams: 1 was very liberal in my thinking. I didn’t think they should
be in trouble. I would stand up for them. I felt . . . well, so, see, maybe
1 did think the rules were silly. Because I thought that was pretty bad,
pretty silly to penalize people for being out too late or whatever. I don’t
remember that we had a lot of disciplinary problems. That’s been a long
time ago. I think I always was sort of a good counselor in the sense of
taltking with women. In fact, later I found I couldn’t practice domestic
relations law because I moved into the counseling area rather than the
legal area. So I’ve never done it at all.

Birdwhistell: 1 understand there are study groups in law school where
people would get together and study. Did you participate in study groups?

Adams: Yes. They included me. I studied with Charlie Carnes. I can
remember studying, I can’t tell you who was in the particular groups. But
Charlie Carnes . . . that was probably helpful that he was in that class. I
can remember studying with Larry Leatherman. There also was a man
who had taught at Western whose name was Martel [Charles M.] Hale.
We called him “Red” Hale. I studied with him. That must have been the
group. I wasn’t excluded. Later I just sort of quit studying with [the]
study group because I wanted to set my own schedule. But I don’t think
I was ever really excluded from any study group I wanted. We did get
together and study for tests.

Birdwhistell: Did you take your turn at moot court?

Adams: You know, I think that the Law Journal people didn’t do
court at that time. You did one or the other. I missed that experience.

Birdwhistell: I've always heard that the law students, meaning men,
would stand outside Lafferty Hall between classes and sort of cause a
scene as the students passed by. Do you have any recollection of that?

Adams: 1 think that they did some of that. I remember them playing
football. I don’t remember them ever doing that with me. I think they did
do that. But I recall their playing football on the lawn right in front of
Lafferty. They played touch football a lot. I remember that more than I
remember them whistling or making remarks at girls or women. A lot of
these students were married at that time. They had been in service and I
don’t think they were probably as likely to do that as maybe at a later
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time. Many of them were people who had been in service and were very
serious about just getting finished and getting on with their lives.

Birdwhistell: While you were in law school were you starting to think
about your future, future possibilities? Did you still think you would not
practice law?

Adams: No, I thought I probably wouldn’t practice law. One of the
options that had been discussed with me by some of the members of the
faculty was going to work for one of the publishing companies, like
Westlaw. I guess they were already becoming concerned about what was
going to happen to us. [chuckles]

Birdwhistell: You can look at this two different ways — they’re either
looking out for you or they’re fulfilling this stereotype in a sense.

Adams: Yes.

Birdwhistell: Do you recall any faculty member saying, ‘“Now
Norma, you can practice if you want to. There’s a place for you out
there.”

Adams: No, not in those words. I think probably it would have been
like, “You probably will have [to] face some prejudice if you do that, but
do you really want to do that? If you do you’ll probably do it but, you
know, it’s not going to be easy if you choose to do that.” I don’t
remember a lot of direct conversations, but the general direction was that
there are some things you can do that you would be good at doing, but
not necessarily practicing. I mean, I don’t remember any discussion of
going back . . . I had no desire to go back to Russellville and practice.

Birdwhistell: You didn’t talk to any attorneys there about future
possibilities?

Adams: No. No, that wasn’t in my thought, nor, going to Bowling
Green. Of course, by the time I was a third year student and I knew I
was going to marry. It was just a matter of when. Actually I married
between semesters of my third year because my husband had gone into
the Air Force and had an overseas assignment. We married so I could go
with him, but then he turned out not going. He was in the Judge
Advocate’s Office and he ended up being at Wright-Patterson [Air Force
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Base] in Dayton [Ohio]. I went up and joined him after I graduated. [I]
studied for the Bar [and] came back and took it.

Birdwhistell: During your courtship, at some point during your law
school days you have to think about what you are going to do. Professors
are saying you could work with the publishing houses. Did you and Mr.
Adams talk about what kind of future you would have together as two
attorneys?

Adams: I’'m sure we did. We had to. Of course, the immediacy of
going into service, going overseas and dealing with all of those things
sort of consumed you. We had no children so I’m not sure we had that
great concern for the future.

Birdwhistell: In thinking about getting married, it’s very difficult for
women students, no matter what stage in their education, making the
marriage decision because a lot of women then would drop out as
undergraduates or as graduate students. You made a very conscious
decision that if you married you were still going to complete your
degree?

Adams: Oh yes. There was no question about that. And we would not
have married until after I had finished had it not been for the concern of
his going overseas. I would not have been able to join him as a depen-
dent. And really, we were looking forward to that. He was supposed to
go to France. And then, after he had been in service about a year, the
general of his office was assigned to the opening of the Air Force bases
in Spain. They opened the bases in Spain, and he and his wife wanted us
to go with them. He would have been the general’s aide. He would have
had to sign up for two more years and he said, “You know, if I do this,
I’ll probably stay in the Air Force, and that’s not going to work well for
you.”

Birdwhistell: That’s interesting. Now, tell me about Mr. Adams.
When you first met him he wasn’t interested in . . .

Adams: In me. [chuckle] No.
Birdwhistell: . . . in an attorney.

Adams: That’s right.
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Birdwhistell: What do you think changed his mind?

Adams: Well, we fell in love. [chuckle] I don’t know what changed
his mind, really, or either of our minds. You know how those things
happen. I think we probably always thought a great deal alike. For some
reason, I’m not sure. But both of us had been pretty forward thinking in
the sense of the changes that had taken place in our ... he’s quite a
forward thinking . . . he’s never made an issue of things, but he thinks
very well on social issues.

Birdwhistell: Obviously here’s a man who decides to marry a woman
who’s going to have a law degree, if not be a practicing attorney. You
end up becoming partners in your own firm and that separates him from
a lot of other men students at the time. Was that obvious at the time?

Adams: 1 think it probably was. I think he had no ego problem. He
was quite self-sufficient. He just simply didn’t have the fears of someone
competing with him. He is a very, very stable person. Self-sufficient.
There’s a word I’m grasping for that I can’t come up with.

Birdwhistell: You mentioned in law school the grades being based on
this final exam and, of course, the other problem with law school is that
you have to pass the Bar exam.

Adams: Right.

Birdwhistell: And so you are studying in Ohio after you were married
and moved there, and then you come back down here and take the Bar
exam. What kind of experience was that for you?

Adams: It was a grueling experience. It was hot. The air conditioning
was off in the Capitol. It was a tough experience. It was physically
exhausting to take that.

Birdwhistell: Did you still have your confidence that you were going
to do well on that?

Adams: 1 did not expect to fail it. [chuckle] I mean, I don’t know
what I really thought, but I certainly didn’t expect not to pass it. The
failure rate was not high. People had been flunked out of law school who
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weren’t doing well, but I don’t think the failure rate was nearly as high
as it is today on the Bar exam.

Birdwhistell: So you passed the Bar and then you moved to Somerset.

Adams: We were in Ohio for almost a year and I worked for a law
firm. I just primarily did secretarial work.

Birdwhistell: This is in Dayton?
Adams: In Dayton, yes.

Birdwhistell: How did you find that law firm? How did you get a job -
there?

Adams: One of the wives of another officer had worked for the law
firm. She was leaving and I thought I’ll probably get more experience
doing that than anything I can do and find out what’s going on in a law
firm. So I did and I really couldn’t even type. I mean, I had not had
typing since I was in the seventh grade. But I brushed up and went down
there. It was a great learning experience because if there were clerkships
then, I don’t remember that. I don’t think that there were clerkships. I
had no business background. I had never been involved in any business
of any kind. And the lawyer I worked for did some business-type law. He
also represented some insurance companies. So I learned how to draft
pleadings, and before I left I was doing everything. It was an experience
I could not have bought anywhere at all.

Birdwhistell: Did you tell them you had a law degree?
Adams: Yes, I did. There just wasn’t a job I could get. I had applied.

Birdwhistell: Did you sense that they had any hesitancy in hiring you
with a law degree?

Adams: 1 didn’t sense that. I don’t know. He knew I would only be
there a year, too. So, I think back, it was sort of a generous thing for him
to do. I couldn’t type very well, [chuckles] and that’s what he needed,
someone to type pleadings and letters and things. But before I left I was
drafting his pleadings and writing his letters and so it was good for
awhile.
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Birdwhistell: So before you left you were actually getting the same
kind of experience you would in clerking at a law firm?

Adams: That’s right, particularly today where so many clerks draft
pleadings on computer.

Birdwhistell: So when it came time to leave, did he say, “Norma,
why don’t you just stay and become one of our attorneys?”

Adams: No, he didn’t. You know, we really didn’t like each other
very much.

Birdwhistell: Oh really?

Adams: [chuckle] No, we really didn’t. He was an older man and,
frankly, I thought he paid little attention to what he was doing at that
time. We didn’t have a real[ly] good relationship.

Birdwhistell: So you just took advantage of your situation. You had
a job. You had income.

Adams: Right. And I learned.
Birdwhistell: You learned all this and you were ready to move on.

Adams: Right. We were coming back to Kentucky. We knew we
would. You know, neither of us were licensed to practice in Ohio.

Birdwhistell: Was it a one-person law firm?

Adams: No, it was a three-person firm. At one time there were four
people, but there were three people most of the time I was there.

Birdwhistell: Did each attorney have a secretary then? Is that how it
worked?

Adams: They did.
Birdwhistell: So you were in there with three other women, basically?

Adams: Yes.
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Birdwhistell: How did you get along with them?

Adams: Well, they were friends and helpful to me. [They] covered
up the fact I couldn’t type for awhile while I tried to catch up. [chuckle]

Birdwhistell: So you finished up your time in Dayton?

Adams: One of the prestigious firms in Paducah made an offer to
[Mr. Adams], but they did not want his wife to practice with or against
them. [chuckle]

Birdwhistell: What year was that, do you know?

Adams: Well, it would have been 54 because we went to Somerset
in November of ’54.

Birdwhistell: So if you can’t practice for or against, then you have to
go somewhere else?

Adams: If 1 was going practice law I would have to. I don’t know
that I felt too strongly about it. He said, “No, that’s not going to work.
We’re not going to do that.” And so he decided not to go the big firm
route. He thought he would rather live in a smallish town anyway. And
I said, “Well, I think I would, t00.” So we talked about that and we went
to Somerset without any connections.

Birdwhistell: How did you pick Somerset? Did you just throw a dart
at a map or what? [chuckle]

Adams: No, it’s interesting. [chuckle] We had a friend who had
graduated from law school, I think two years before me who was at
Wright-Patterson in the Judge Advocate’s [Office]. His name was George
Creedle. He was an engineering graduate and a law graduate. He made
this careful study of towns in Kentucky and the number of lawyers that
each town had to the number of people, the economy, and the numbers
of lawyers who practiced together in firms. At that time there were a lot
of sole practitioners all through Kentucky. And he said, “Somerset is the
place someone should go.” He decided to go to graduate school in Texas,
so we went to Somerset [chuckle] We said, “George, if you’re not going,
we will.” He said, “That’s the place to go.” He also said, “You know,
that’s sort of an interesting town down there, Norma. You might get



