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From The Presideni 

. As most of you realize, this is my 
~1rst letter to the ch/:l,.pter as its pres­
ident. Before sharing wjthyou a few 
thoughts CODCern ing our chapter 
and law librati~~ship. I would like 
to take one more opportunity to 
thank publicly · Kay Todd our· past 
president, Ed Edmonds our past 
secretary/ treasurer .a·nd Carol Bill­
ings our past~9llor of the SOUTH­
EASTERN LXW : LI.BRARIAN. 
For many a mob·n . each of these 
people has served· ·the chapter; in 
fact, one must gd back over two 
years not to find· each of them 
mentioned on the masthead ' of the 
SOUTHEASTERN LAW LIBRAR­
IAN. Personally and ·as a group we 
owe many many thanks to them and 
the chapter members who served on 
committees this past year or assisted 
them in their tasks these last two 
years. Many than ks to al 1 of you for a 
job well done. 

My first task as chapter president 
has been to appoint committees. This 
is noted elsewhere in the newsletter; 
I hope I have re~e!flqer.ed to appoint 
to .committee preferences each of 
you that volunte~red. ·u I haven't, 
please feel free to drop me a line or 
give a call so that I can correct that 
omission. Dick D_anner (Duke) and 
his Program Committee of Susan 
English (U. of Richmond) and Peggy 
Martin (Kilpatrick & Cody) are 
already hard at work planning our 
spring meeting scheduled for March 
7-9 in New 0rleans. Dick and the 
Program Committee will appreciate 
greatly any suggestions. you may 
have. 

If you would indulge me a few 
moments I would like to share some 
more personal thoughts with you. 
What are we? What are Law librar­
ians? In a sense we must be all things 
to all peoples. 

We are INFORMATION SPECIA­
LISTS. We aren't limited by the 
four walls of our libraries; ours is to 
acquire the information whether in 
our collections or elsewhere. 

We are BUDGET AND FI­
NANCE OFFICERS; w.eare PLAN­
NERS. We set 't~• gpals for our 

(Continued on Page S) 

EDITOR'S 
CORNER 

In the following pages you will 
find the results of our efforts to 
produce a newsletter. 

It has been hectic and time con­
suming but ,o (dare we say it?) 
fun! The year .,romises to be exciting 
and we are starting it off with a new 
column, ONLINE UPDATE, and a 
couple of timely articles. The ON­
LINE UPDATE column is aimed at 
those of you who have too much to 
read but still try to keep up with the 
ever changing databases. If anyone 
would like to supply information on 
BRS, DOW JONES or NEXIS, 
please contact us. Don't forget to 
supply our chief correspondent, Tim 
Coggins, with S.E.A.L.L. BRIEFS. 
PLACEMENT information should 
be sent to Cherry L. Thomas at the 
University" of Alabam·a. DON'T 
FORGET the newsletter when you 
have a job opening. We have a stand­
ing committee for Placement so let's 
use it effectively. 

In our next issue, you can look 
forward to some more good articles 
and information on the chapter 
meeting coming up in New Orleans 
in early 1985. Remember the dead­
line for the next issue - November 
15. 

Mary S. Bourget 
Hazel L. Johnson 

2 

- SOUTHEASTERN CHAPTER 
A.A.L.L. 

OFFICER & COMMITTEE 
CHAIRS 1984-85 

PRESIDENT 
Edwin M. Schroeder 

Florida State University 
Tallahassee, FL 

VICE PRESIDENT/ 
PRESIDENT-ELECT 

Richard A. Danner 
Duke University Law Library 

Durham, NC 

SECRETARY/ TREASURER 
Margarette M. Dye 

Powell, Goldstein, Frazer & 
Murphy 

Atlanta, GA 

CONSTITUTION 
AND BY-LAWS 
Steven R. Thorpe 

Mercer University 
Macon, GA 

LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS 
Elizabeth Kern 

Law Library of Louisiana 
New Orleans, LA 

MEMBERSHIP 
Patricia G. Strougal 

Alston & Bird 
Atlanta, GA 

NEWSLETTER 
Mary S. Bourget 

Akerman, Senterfitt & Eidson 
Orlando, FL 

Hazel L. Johnson 
Smith & Hulsey 
Jacksonville, FL 

NOMINATIONS 
Larry B. Wenger 

University of Virginia 
Charlottesville, VA 

PLACEMENT 
Cherry L. Thomas 

University of Alabama 
University, AL 

PROGRAM 
Richard A. Danner 

Duke University 
Durham, NC 

SCHOLARSHIP 
· Sara M. Straub 

U.S. Court of Appeals, 
11th Circuit 
Atlanta, GA 

I. 



From The President 
By the time you read this the holi­

day season will be -_ upon us or may 
have already come and gone. 
Regardless of the timing I hope that 
each of us enjoys the peace deserved 
by persons of good will now and 
throughout the year. 

Listed below are the persons 
whom I have asked to serve on com· 
mittees for 1984-85. I have tried to 
distribute committee memberships 
by type of library and geographical­
ly. In most instances I believe I have 
succeeded. 

In addition to SEAALL commit­
tees, I have asked Michael Lynch of 
the Florida State University Law . 
Library to serve as SEAALL liaison 
to the 1984-85 AALL Public Rela­
tions Committee. In addition, I need 
volunteers from each of the states 
represented by SEAALL to assist 
the AALL AD HOC COMMI'ITEE 
in updating the Recommended List 
of Collections for Prison and Other 
Institution Law Libraries. In­
terested persons should contact me. 
Anyone wishing to work on the 
General Collection list of the Ad Hoc 
Committee should contact Richard 
E. Ducey (.Thurgood Marshall Law 
Library, University of Maryland 
School of Law) directly. 

Planning for the March 7-9 
meeting in New Orieans continues. 
The program being developed by 
Dick Danner and his committee will 
include multiple topics and deal with 
both substantive and procedural 
matters. Betty Kern and her "no 
name" committee members are 
developing local arrangements with 
a creative flair that .will be hard for 
future planners to ·r.epeat. A separate 
mailing scheduled for January will 
contain full information about the 
meeting. MARK YOUR CALEN­
DARS. 

Lucile Elliott Scholarship. 
Elsewhere in the newsletter you will 
find information regarding the 
Lucile Elliott Scholarships. All 
members are encouraged to apply, 
especially newer members. 

Placement Information. Libraries 
with open positions are reminded to 
call these openings to the attention 

THE HOW AND WHY 
OF THE AMERICAN 

ASSOCIATION OF LAW LIBRARIES 
Continued from Page 3 

offer is more likely to be favorably 
acted upon if you make a telephone 
call or write a letter. People in 
organizations who need the help of 
others for committee work or 
whatever are usually pleased t~ 
know who is interested. I would also 
suggest that you tell the appointer 
something about yourself-other 
organizational skills, the kinds of 
things you are interested in, the 
kinds of chores you have the time 
and the talent to do, etc. All too often 
I hear people say, "I just don't know 
who to ask. I don't know anyone who 
has these skills," Even though you 
offer to help on a certain project, if 
the appointer does not know your · 
particular abilities, you may not be 
selected. 

We all know the person whose on­
ly real interest in participating in an 
organization is for self­
aggrandizement. This person simply 
wants to get ahead for visibility's 
sake, not because they have any real 
desire to contribute their time and ef­
fort to the organization. This per­
sonality type is quickly identified 
and, in my experience, is rarely given 
the opportunity to actively par· 
ticipate. So if your motive in offering 
help to an organization is strictly a 
one-sided affair, you may be disap· 
pointed. A good organization needs 
lots of workers, not egos. 

Thirdly, once you are appointed, 
do a good job! To avoid getting in 
over your head be sure you know 
before you say yes what your respon-

of both the SOUTHEASTERN 
LAW LIBRARIAN editors and the 
chair of the Placement Committee. 

Florida State University Law 
Library Dedication. I hope you will 
be tolerant of my exercising a per· 
sonal privilege. You are all invited to 
attend the dedication of the new Law 
Library building at the Florida State 
University on January 25 and 26. On 
the 25th there will be an all day pro­
gram: morning · library planning, 
afternoon · NOTIS/FOCUS, an in­
troduction. If you are interested in 
coming, let me know. 
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sibilities will be and what time frame 
you have. Find out specifically what 
you are supposed to do and then do it 
well and on time. Your abilities are 
on the line and your chances of being 
asked to participate again are very 
high if you ·do good work the first 
time. 

If you are disappointed and your 
offer is not accepted, do not give up! 
Perhaps your timing was wrong. 
Was the last committee member just 
put on board? Did you offer too ear­
ly? Did you forget to tell the ap­
pointer what your skills are and 
specifically how you could help? Did 
you ask the wrong person? Please 
remember that every person is not 
equally talented for every task. So 
don't be disappointed. Try again! 

If you really want to work within 
an organization, you will be able to 
do so. But remember, you are not 
likely to be asked out of the blue. 
You may have to make the first 
move. Learn about the organization. 
Who makes the decisions? It doesn't 
have to be who you know, but 
realistically it is part of the equa,tion. 
Would you ask a complete stranger 
to do a job for which you were 
responsible? Make an effort to in· 
troduce yourself to law librarians 
you do not know. Get to know them. 
Put yourself in a position so you 
have the opportunity to be asked to 
participate. If you think organiza· 
tions are run by snobby cliques, 
perhaps you had better take another 
look. 

Most organizations are run by 
well-meaning people spend a lot of 
time trying to do the things they 
think you want. And since those 
leaders may not know everyone in 
the organization they may well ap­
point their friends and acquain· 
tances to committees and special 
projects. Wouldn't you? The clique 
is probably always there to some ex· 
tent, but it is up to you to see that 
it's not impenetrable. It is your 
responsibility to offer your services 
and abilities to those who need your 
help. You are the organization. Be an 
active, participating member·. The 
rewards are worth the effort. 

(Reprinted from the November 1984 
issue of LAW LIBRARY LIGHTS 
with the author's permission.) 

• 



From The Presiden 
These thoughts consists of a jam­

balaya that I would like to share 
with the chapter's members. 

First public than~s must be _stated 
in writing to all who partook in any 
way in the Ne* ."Orleans.-.meeting. 
The joint efforts of: ihe Sop,bheastern 
and the New Orl~atis Chapters of 
AALL could be ou£done in only one 
way, that is by having the annual 
meeting of AALL in New Orleans at 
the earliest possible opportunity. 
Dick Danner, Susan English and 
Peggy Martin (with assistance from 
Carol Billings) put together a pro­
gram that will be hard to follow. The 
mixture of substance and procedure 
held the attention of those present 
from start to finish. I felt like I had 
really come home when I heard Max 
Nathan's remarks about the "Code 
Napolean" and "jurisprudence con­
stante." Each speaker thereafter, 
from Claire Germain to Jim Derbes, 
came with something to say and left 
having created ~ a spark of real 
interest on topics apout which some 
of us may not have· previously 
thought. Those present and the 
entire membership of the Chapter 
owe all a debt of gratitude for main­
taining and expanding upon the 
standards set over · the years in 
programs sponsored by the 
Southeastern Chapter. 

Betty Kern and an endless list of 
dedicated members of NOALL/­
SEALL take second place to no one. 
They s~wed hospitatlity as only 
New Orleanians can and then threw 
in a little lagniappe to boot. · I only 
repeat my previqus question, 
"WHEN IS AALL GOING TO 
MEET IN NEW ORLEANS?" 

Several committees have been 
active. The Scholarship Committee 
named fou} Lucile Elliot Scholar­
ship recipients and one . recipient 
of Smith &• Hul~ey. Many thanks 
to both. Perhiips· otQers could 
be encouraged ·to emulate the 
example of Smith & Hulsey. 

The Membership Comm:ittee has 
identified some 139, AALL members 
living in the sQut4east who do not 
currently belong·to·SEAALL. They 
will receive recruitment · literat,ure 

from the Committee encouraging 
them to join our chapter. At the 
New York meeting the Committee 
expects to announce an even more 
ambitious recruiting effort. What 
about all you SEAALL members, do 
all of you hold AALL membership? 
Do you SEAALL members know 
persons who should be encouraged to 
join both SEAALL and AALL? 

The Placement Committee is con­
cerned about the placement process. 
We seem rarely to utilize the services 
of the SEAALL Placement Commit­
tee. All recognize the fact that 
vacancies don't always occur just 
before the printing deadline of the 
next SEAALL or AALL newsletter. 
The committee, however, is inter­
ested in exploiting the existent pro­
cedures and especially in developing 
new more efficient ones. Your 
input will be most appreciated by 
the committee. 

On recommendation of South­
eastern Law Librarian Co-Editors 
Mary Bourget and Hazel Johnson 
the Board approved the acceptance 
of business card advertisement to 
help defray some of the cost of the 
Newsletters. Editors Bourget and 
Johnson would welcome articles for 
inclusion in the Newsletter. 

Lastly the Nomination Committee 
nominated Carol Billings and Hazel 
Johnson for the position of Vice­
President/President elect. It's a 
shame that we will have to chose 
between two such dedicated talented 
persons. We appreciate greatly .their 
willingness to serve. 

Elsewhere in this newsletter you 
will find notices concerning the New 
York meeting. Remember that you 
must respond to the breakfast 
inquiry by June 1 if you wish to 
benefit from the partial subsidee 
provided by the Chapter. In any 
event we need to know how many 
plan to attend the breakfast meeting 
to assure that proper facilities are 
provided. 

Finally both Dick Danner and I 
hope that you will take the time to 
fill out the 1985-86 Com!llittee 
Membership form. It will a·ssistDick 
greatly when he makes.next year's 
appointments later this -summ~r. 

Continued on Page 3 
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MINUTES: 
March 9, 1985 

The meeting of the Southeastern 
Chapter of the American Associa­
tion of Law Libraries was called to 
order by Edwin Schroeder, Florida 
State University College of Law, at 
8:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 9, 
1985 at the Monteleone Hotel in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. 

Edwin Schroeder extended the 
thanks of the Southeastern Chapter 
to Betty Kern and the local ar­
rangements committee for the work 

From the President 
Continued from Page 2 

I look forward toward seeing a 
large number of you in the Big Apple 
come July 7th. 

Ed Schroeder 

EDITORS 

President 
SEAALL 

--- ----CORNER 
Echoing our President , the 

SEALL/NOALL meeting in New 
Orleans was a great success. In bet­
ween our educational sessions, which 
are summarized in this issue, and our 
two-hour lunch, however, some 
issues of importance to the future 
of the SOUTHEASTERN LAW 
LIBRARIAN were decided. With 
Executive Board approval, we will 
begin accepting business-card size 
ads for the Summer issue which is 
scheduled for publication in June. 
Our printing costs are sky-rocketing 
and with the ads we hope to keep our 
costs down. But we need your help. 
We need a volunteer to serve as 
Advertising Manager. You would 
need only to solicit the ads, and coor­
dinate their placement in each issue. 
Advertising rates have already been 
set and we are ready to go. Please let 
us hear from you. 

The second decision affecting the 
Newsletter is that after this issue, in­
dividuals who have not paid their 
dues for the current year will be 
dropped from the mailing list. So be 
sure to get those dues in if you 
haven't already. We'd really hate for 
you to miss a single issue. 

Hazel L. Johnson 
Mary S. Bourget 

they had done for this meeting. 
A motion was made and passed to 

accept the minutes~ of the meeting 
held on July 2, 1984, in San Diego, 
California as printed in the 
Chapter's newsletter, the 
Southeastern Law Librarian, Vol. 
10, No. 1. Secretary/Treasurer 
Margarette Dye, Paul, Hastings, 
Janofsky & Walker, gave the finan­
cial report. The balance at the time of 
the last report (June 27, 1984) was 
$5,627.16. The amount of additional 
dues is $·3,140.00 and interest on the 
association'.s account is $142.10. The 
debits covering the check order and 
printinlt and postage for the newslet­
ter totalled $1,667.85. This left a 
balance, as of January 31, 1985, of 
$7,241.41. It was noted that the 
association had the expenses for the 
scholarships and the next newsletter 
still outstanding. 

Martha Rush, College of William 
and Mary, gave the report for the 
Membership Committee. The com­
mittee would like to develop a 
brochure for SEALL and also plans 
to send letters to all AALL members 
in the Southeastern region who are 
not members of SEALL. 

Mary Bourget, Akerman, Senter­
fitt & Edison, announced that the 
newsletter will begin accepting 
advertising effective with Vol. 11, 
No. 1. She also announced that if you 
do not pay your dues you do not get 
the newsletter. 

Edwin Schroeder gave the report 
for the Nominations Committee. The 
nominees for the Vice­
Pre siden ti Pre siden t-E lee t, 
1985-1986, are Carol Billings, Law 
Library of Louisiana, and Hazel 
Johnson, Smith & Hulsey. 

Cherry L. Thomas, University of 
Alabama Law Library, gave the 
report for the placement committee. 
Using the SE ALL newsletter for 
placements is not effective as it is 
issued on a quarterly basis. Creating 
a network of placement officers is be­
ing investigated. 

Larry Wenger, University of 
Virginia Law Library, announced 
that the 1986 meeting will be held in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, April 18th 
through' April 20th. He solicited 
comments on holding sessions 
through Saturday afternoon instead 
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of adjourning. at noon. 
Kathy Stc;,kes, University of 

Miami Law Library, announced the 
recipients of . .'the Lucille Elliott 
Scholarships:· Miµ-y Cooper, Univer­
sity of Virginia Lai Library; Mark 
Evans, Florida State University; 
Kathy Heberer, Akerman, Senterfitt 
& Eidson; Jane Needham, Julius C. 
Markham Library and the Universi­
ty of North Carolina, and Randy 
Owen, Law Library of Louisiana. 
She also extended thanks to the law 
firm of Smith & Hulsey for their 
donation of $300.00 for the fifth 
scholarship. Edwin Schroeder added 
that if the recipiepts were not able to 
use their scholarships for this 
meeting they would be able to hold it 
for later use. The Smith & Hulsey 
donation was used this year to en­
courage similar donations in the 
future. 

Edwin Schroeder made the follow­
ing announcements: (1) The cost of 
the SEALL breakfast at the AALL 
meeting in July in New York will be 
$11.00 if paid by June 1st. After that 
date the full cost of $16.00 will be 
charged; (2) Helen Burwell, Hut­
cheson & Grundy, Houston, Texas, 
is chairing a meeting on LEXIS pric­
ing and would like your comments; 
(3) Rick Ducey, New England School 
of Law Library, Boston, 
Massachusetts, is soliciting com­
ments on recommended books for 
prison libraries; (4) Mary Anthony, 
Supreme Court Library at Syracuse, 
Syracuse, New York, wants con­
tributions on state and local 
d,x:uments develo:gments for the 
newsletter JURISDOCS; (5) the 
SEALL Executive Board is 
soliciting bids for the Chapter's 1987 
meeting. A formal proposal is needed 
by the June meeting in New York. 

Ed Edmonds, College of William 
and Mary, is working on an article 
updating the history of the 
Southeastern Chapter and wants in­
formation and/or archival material. 

Ed Schroder then introduced J ac­
quelyn Jurkins, the President of 
AALL, who talked about the rela­
tionship between the chapters and 
AALL and what the national 
association is currently doing. 

A motion to adjourn was made and 
carried. The meeting was adjourned. 



From The Preside 
It is difficult to realize that this is 

my last note to members of the 
Chapter as its president; it seems 
like only yesterday I was · asking 
Mary Bourget and Hazel Johnson if 
I could have an extra day or two to 
get those words of wisdom to them 
for the Newsletter. La plus ca 
change; la plus c 'est la meme chose. 

Many of us are busy winding down 
our fiscal year, trying to bring in the 
balance as close to •:zero" as is 
humanly possible. Each committee 
chair is drafting a report for submis­
sion at the meeting in New York. 
They are also drafting brief pro­
cedural statements for inclusion in 
the Chapter 's procedures manual 
being compiled by Pam Graham of 
the Georgia State Library. Hope­
fully this will give our successors 
some guidance as to " critical.c;lates", 
procedures and other important 
chapter or committee information. 

Today you should have received 
your ballot for the office of Vice 
President/President-Elect. We had 
to choose between two outstanding 
colleagues, Carol Billings and Hazel 
Johnson. We thank both of you for 
allowing your names to be submitted 
for nomination. You also received 
your 1985-86 dues invoice; I hope 
you will return that at the earliest 
possible opportunity. l _hope you will 
make copies of the invoice to 
encourage colleagues · who are not 
members to join. 

I would remind you that Dick 
Danner needs your expression of 
interest in serving on an SEAALL 
committee and that Margarette Dye 
needs to know whether you will be 
joining us for the Chapter breakfast 
meeting in New York on Monday, 
July 8. Both responses have a June 1 
due date. 

Lastly, I want to thank all of you 
for the help you gave to the Chapter 
and to me during the last year. The 
Chapter is successful bec~u.se of all 
its members, not just .. one . or- two. 
Everyone, my fellqw board 
members, our committee members 
and you the members of the 

' EDITORS CORNER I 
Our first year as co-editors is draw­

ing to a close and it has certainly 
been a learning experience. We have 
learned to never underestimate the 
ability for our jobs, families, and the 
newsletter to demand equal time at 
the same time! But we have survived 
and enjoyed the year. Mary Cooper 
of the University of Virginia has 
graciously volunteered to serve as 
Advertising Coordinator for the 
newsletter. We have deferred com­
mencement of the advertising pro­
gram until the Fall issue (volume 11, 
number 1) in hopes that our adver­
tisers will sign up for entire year 
(four issues) at one time. 

Dick Danner's letter has given us a 
lot to think about in terms of the 
geographic size of our group and the 
various vehicles used to inform and 
educate our-members. The newslet­
ter doesn't come out often enough to 
contain much "news". So what we 
need from you is any information 
you want to share with the member­
ship. The editors don't write the 
newletters - you - the members 
are the writers. The editors merely 
edit what you submit. Don't be shy! 

Mary S. Bourget 
Hazel L. Johnson 

Southeastern Chapter, each of you 
plays a vital role in the Chapter. We 
are a widespread and diverse 
Chapter but we are a Chapter that is 
second to none. Its members make 
the Chapter what itis. Thank you, all 
of you, for all that you have done. 
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From The Presiden 
I have been privileged for the past 

couple of years to serve on our 
national association's Special Com­
mittee on the Future of AALL. The 
Committee is chaired by one of our 
chapter members, Sally Wiant of 
Washington and Lee Law Library; 
its report is reaching the final draft­
ing stage. 

Early in its e:ic-iqtenc~, the Commit­
tee mounted a ti'!ijf:¥fort to obtain 
member input as }P:zt~e future direc­
tion of the Association. A survey 
was published and distributed, and 
the Committee members · fostered 
discussions of the issues at chapter 
meetings and in other forums. My 
own experience during the 
information-gathering phase of the 
project made clear to me the extent 
to which we all look to our profes­
sional associations-on all levels-to 
provide meaningful continuing 
education. Many people feel that an 
organization as large and wide­
spread as AALL is ineffective in 
reaching those in our profession who 
cannot attend ~ational programs 
and institutes. Perhaps the same 
thing can be said about regional 
associations as large as SEAALL. 
The need for professional contact 
and the opportunity for_ educational 
experiences are certainly reasons for 
the successes of thriving local 
chapters such as those in Atlanta, 
New Orleans, and the South Florida 
area, as well as those of less formal 
gatherings throughout the region. 

I believe that the Southeastern 
Chapter must do more to meet the 
educational needs of librarians on 
the local level. We are concerned 
with increasing membership in our 
Chapt~r, but to do so we must pro­
vide real benefits for joining 
SEAALL. We must offer more than 
an annual educational. program 
requiring significant commitments 
of time and e"pense. Meeting the 
need for professional education on 
the local level is crucial to the con­
tinued growth and vitality of the 
Chapter. How best to meet this need 
is the challenge we face. 

To explore the issue, I am request­
ing your help in two ways. The first 
is by asking you to send me your 

ideas on what the Chapter can do to -._.,---------------, 
better serve the educational needs of 
members who cannot regularly 
attend national or regional meetings. 
Should we sponsor locally-developed 
programs? Should we develop travel­
ing workshops? What other 
responses seem appropriate? 

Secondly, I would like to ask for 
volunteers to serve on a committee 
to develop a plan to meet our 
membership's educational needs 
over the next decade. The Commit­
tee's charge would be to study the 
issue, find out what other chapters 
are doing, perhaps formally survey 
our membership, and report on its 
findings. 

Please write to me with your ideas 
for improving our educational pro­
grams, and let me know if you are 
interested in serving on this commit­
tee. I look forward to hearing from 
you. 

Dick Danner 
President 
SEAALL 

I · EDITOR'S CORNER I 
Welcome to volume -i 1 - four 

more issues of excitement and fun 
that you don't want to misi. And 
you will miss them if your:haven't 
renewed your membership. The 
deadline for renewals was · August 
31st. If you forgot to send yours in, 
this will be the final issue of the 
Southeastern Law Librarian you will 
receive. So hurry and return your 
dues statement to ou:r 
Secretary/Treasurer Margarette 
Dye before she begins editing the 
mailing list. 

We call your attention to the first 
advertising to be accepted for the 
newsletter. Our heartfelt thanks to 
those vendors who have placed ads. 
Please patronize our advertisers and 
encourage your favorite publishers 
to support Southeastern. One 
quarter and one eighth page ads are 
acceptable and we encourage placing 
the ads for an entire volume (four 
issues). Mary Cooper of the Universi­
ty of Virginia is the Advertising 
Manager and should r.eceive any 
requests for further information. 

In this issue, yo_u'll find articles 
Continued on Page 3 
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From The Presiden 
By the time tlais note appears we 

will be about halfway through the 
fiscal year for those of us who have 
to measure time by July to June 
budgets, halfway through the 
academic yelit for law school 
librarians, halfwii..y , between AALL 
national meetings·; and halfway 
through the Southe·astern Chapter's 
business year. Recently I filed the 
chapter's mid-year report with 
AALL Headquarters. 

While I will· not: bore you by 
repeating the text · of that report, 
writing it does re~.me that when 
the year is complete, .we should be 
able to look back at it a~ ·a s~ccessful 
one for the chap,ter. As ·usual, fore­
most among ~~ 1it<:;omplis_hment~ 
will be the spring . meeting of ·the 
chapter, this year-· to be held ·in 
Charlottesville, Virginia on April 
17-20. The timing is a bit later than 
usual, but was chosen for conven­
ience and to take advantage of 
spring in Virginia. All of us who at­
tended the AALL institute Larry 
Wenger and the Virginia Law 
Li,brary staff sponsored in 1981 have 
fond memories of the local arrange­
ments activities. The pre-planning 
this year indicates that -the SEALL 
meeting should bl v.ery bit as good. 
We also can loo; ~_f9rJvard to an ex­
cellent professi9.na-l program 
planned by Car.ol_ B_ilµngs and the 
program com.&'ittee.- Bob Berring 
will be in attend~~~. and I hope that 
as many chapter members as poss­
ible will be there as well. 

By the time of the spring meeting, 
I hope to be able to announce further 
plans for the special committee on 
educational needs that I wrote about 
in my last column. (Volunteers and 
ideas are still welcomed.) We should 
also receive ;epo_rts at that time 
about proposed amendments to our 
constitution and bylaws, and on the 
membership committee's progress 
in developing a brochure and new 
membership directory. The s~holar­
shi p committee already has re­
vamped its application form, and is 
now soliciting applicants for this 
year's awards. 

I am hopeful that the rest of this 

year will see further progress on pro- ",_..,r------------­
jects to improve our chapter and its 
service to us as law librarians 
Ultimately we will only be successfttl 
t?. the degree that everyone par­
t1c1pates. You can do that by coming 

. to ~ha~lottesville and by becoming 
active m the chapter's committee 
work. 

Dick Danner 
President 
SEAALL 

EDITOR'S CORNER 

It doesn't seem possible that we 
are halfway through another volume 
year. Our tenure as editors will be up 
in two more issues and Vice Presi­
dent/President-Elect Carol Billings 
will be seeking volunteer(s) for this 
challenging, rewarding (and fun!) 
committee. If you've never been in­
volved with a newsletter but think 
you might like to, give either of us a 
call and we will be happy to discuss 
the details with you. 

This issue contains a preview of 
the 1986 Chapter meeting program. 
The April meeting in Charlottesville 
promises to be educational and 
entertaining. Make plans now to at­
tend. The Lucile Elliott Scholarship 
application also appears in this 
issue. Fill it out and return it 
promptly so that the Scholarship 
Committee will have ample time to 
review your application. Many other 
items of interest appear in this issue 
and our thanks go to those who have 
contributed. 

We both wish you happy holidays 
and a healthy and prosperous 1986. 

Mary D. Smith 
Hazel L. Johnson 

2 

SOUTHEASTERN CHAPTER 
A.A.L.L. 

OFFICER & COMMITTEE 
CHAIRS 1984-85 

PRESIDENT 
Richard A. Danner 
Duke University 

VICE PRESIDENT/ 
PRESIDENT-ELECT 

Carol Billings 
Law Library of Louisiana 

SECRETARY/TREASURER 
Margarette M. Dye 

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky 
& Walker 

Atlanta, GA 

CONSTITUTION 
AND BY-LAWS 

Edmund P. Edmonds 
College of William & Mary 

LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS 
Larry Wenger 

University of Virginia 

MEMBERSHIP 
Michael Chiorazzi 
Duke University 

NEWSLETTER 
Mary D. Smith 

Akerman, Senterfitt & Eidson 
Orlando, FL 

Hazel L. Johnson 
Smith & Hulsey 
Jacksonville, FL 

NOMINATIONS 
Kay M. Todd 

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky 
& Walker 

Atlanta, FA 

PLACEMENT 
Cherry L. Thomas 

University of Alabama 

PROGRAM 
Carol Billings 

Law Library of Louisiana 

SCHOLARSHIP 
Constance Matzen 

Smith, Anderson, Blount, 
Dorsett, Mitchell & Jernigan 

Raleigh, NC 

I 
I 

1-, 

I 

I 

i 
1 · 

I 



From The Presid~n 
I hope that we will have a su1'6tan­

tial _turnout of the membership ·a.t the . 
Spnng Chapter meeting in Char­
lo_tt~s~ille a_t the Univer~ty of 
Vrrguua, April 17-20. By now you all 
have received advance information 
on the program and local ar­
rangements for the meeting, and are 
anticipating enjoying the results of 
the hard work of Carol Billings and 
Larry Wenger. The spring meeting is 
the Chapter's major organizational 
and educational activity of the year, 
and provides our best opportunity to 
share common concerns and to get to 
know other members of this large 
regional chapter. Let's have a big 
turnout. 

We will also have items of business 
to transact at the Charlottesville 
meeting. There will be reports from 
the Chapter's standing committees 
on their activities for the year, in­
cluding news on scholarships, place­
ment, nominations, membership, 
and proposed changes to the con­
stitution and bylaws. The proposed 
amendments to the constitution and 
bylaws have been mailed to all 
members. If adopted, they will make 
significant changes in the Chapter's 
executive committee and election 
processes. There will be time for 
discussion and debate on the pro­
posals in Charlottesville, and a vote 
will be taken at that meeting. 
Anyone wishing to comment on the 
proposals who cannot attend the 
meeting should forward their com­
ments to Ed Edmonds, Chair of the 
Constitution and Bylaws Commit­
tee, so that their views may be con­
sidered at that meeting. 

The Chapter will . next meet in 
Washington this summer during the 
annual meeting of AALL. As" is 
traditional, we will have a breakfast 
meeting. Details are provided 
elsewhere in this issue of'· the 
Southeastern Law Librarian. I hope 
that many of you will be able to at­
tend. If you wish to share breakfast, 
please return the form in this issue to 
Margarette Dye so that we have an 
accurate estimate of how many will 
attend. 

Looking further ahead, our next 
spring meeting will be held in 

Charleston, South Carolina, with 
local arrangements coordinated by 
Bruce Johnson of the University of 
South Carolina Law Library. At this 
time, we have not designated a loca­
tion for the 1988 spring meeting. 
Suggestions and volunteers are 
welcomed. 

In the meantime, I look forward to 
seeing you all in Charlottesville.;· 

' '. . 

Dick D~imer 
President 
SEAALL 

EDITOR'S CORNER 
In this issue, you will find a varie­

ty of articles, including Mike 
Lynch's response to the proliferation 
of publicity on laser disk technology 
and Mary's thoughts on moving 
gleaned from experience and from 
the AALL winter Institute. Thanks 
go to both of them for sharing with 
us. Since my firm moved in Febru­
ary, I can personally vouch for the 
usefulness of Mary's comments. Too 
bad I didn't have them a year ago. 

We continue to add to our collec­
tion of court directories. If your 
state has not been represented with a 
directory, we would encourage you 
to send one to us. You don't need to 
wait for us to call you. Also: there are 
still a few states for which a Practice 
Materials Bibliography is·iacking. If 
we are to update and publish these 
items for more extensiye distribu­
tion, we need to complete the series. 

We hope each of you is having a 
wonderful spring and are anxiously 
awaiting the annual meeting of the 
Southeastern Chapter in Charlot­
tesville in April. The program looks 
to supply '' something for everyone''. 
Hope to see you there. For the next 
issue, we want to provide a · brief 
summary of each of the programs. 
Please be responsive if we request 
that you write a little something 

Continued on Page 5 
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From The Presiden 
The Chapter's spring meeting in 

Charlottesville was a great success. 
The local arrangements were splen­
did, the accomn,odation_s superb, 
and the programs all excellent. We 
continue to be· for.t~nate in the 
Southeast to have a: -fine group of ac­
tive members, willing to put in the 
time and do the work necesary to 
stage annual meetings of consistent­
ly high quality. We are indebted this 
year to Carol Billings, Larry Wenger 
and everyone else who worked on the 
program and local arrangements. 

The Charlottesville meeting pro­
vided an opportunity to note the im­
portance of active involvement at all 
levels of professional association. 
There are many professional 
membership options available to us 
as law librarians. In addition to our 
existing regional and national law 
library associations, there are the 
three active local chapters in the 
region as well as less formal group­
ings on the state and local levels. 
There are also the state and local 
associations of special librarians, the 
national Special Libraries Associa­
tion, state library associations, the 
American Library Association (and 
its multitudinous sections and divi­
sions), and the Association of Legal 
Administrators to name only some 
of the options available. Clearly 
there is much to be gained from ac­
tive involvement both in a~soci­
tions of law libr~rians and in those of 
diverse membership. 

With choices ~~vailable, why does 
membership '.in · a · large regional 
chapter such as SEAALL remain im­
portant? I have already alluded to 
one reason, the Chapter's tradition 
of fine educatioJ1al programs and 
meetings. Additionally, I think that 
the regional chaptE!rs occupy an im­
portant place in the hlerarchy of pro­
fessional organizations. Despite the 
size of the Southeastern region, 
there remain many areas of com­
monality among the libraries within 
the region, and among the South­
eastern states. Service to a large 
chapter also provides an opportunity 
for professional activity that is good 
preparation for work within the na­
tional association. Despite its 

geographic extent, the Chapter is 
small enough in membership that it 
is easy to volunteer and be active, 
and to meet people with shared pro­
fessional interests. 

So, for those reasons, and because 
of the people that you will be 
associated with, I urge you all to re­
main active and to become more in­
volved in the affairs of the Chapter. 
Carol Billings needs your help dur­
ing the coming year for committee 
work; Hazel Johnson needs your 
ideas and assistance putting 
together next year's program in 
Charleston. 

As I end my term as president and 
prepare to pass on the gavel to Carol 
in Washington in July, I want to 
thank everyone who helped during 
the past year and with the 1985 
spring program. I look forward to 
another year on the Chapter's ex­
ecutive committee and to continuing 
to serve the Chapter in the future. 

See you in Washington. · 

Dick Danner 
President 
SEA.ALL 

I EDITOR'S CORNER I 
We really had no idea what was in 

store for us when we volunteered to 
become newsletter co-editors while 
attending the Chapter meeting in 
Nashvi~e in the spring of 1984. WE¥l, 
now we know - and the exper,ience 
has had an impact on us, both profes­
sionally and personally. We have 
become acquainted with many of our 
Chapter members who we nev~r real­
ly knew before. We have also become 
familiar with all of 1\ALL's other 
chapters and their' newsletters. The 
professio~al . con.tacts alone have 
been we1i worth the experience. Per­
sonally I neither of US will pick up any 
newsletter ever again without hav­
ing a profound appreciation for what 
the editor and staff went through to 
produce it. 

Serving all types of law librarians 
with informative and substantive 
material has been our primary goal. 
Our hope is that this issue and the 
previous seven which we edited have 
provided you, the Chapter member-

Continued on Page 3 
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From The President 

Carol Billings . 
I.aw Library of louisiana 

Calling one's self a member of a 
profession carries an obligation not only 
to strive constantly to learn more about 
one's field, but also to help foster the 
general welfare of the profession and 
those wh:> are a part of it. Participation 
in MIL and its chapters is surely the 
best means that most have for fulfilling 
the double obligation. 'At:. various stages 
in professional: lives the proportions of 
receiving fran ·and giving to colleagues 
are likely to shift considerably, and that 
is as it sh::>uld be. Novice law librarians 
are more likely than members of sane other 
professions to rely upon mentors and more 
experienced co-workers or colleagues for 
tutelage since fonnal programs in law 
librarianship are the exception rather 
than the rule. Institutes, programs, and 
publications sponsored by AAI1.. and its 
chapters are undoubtedly among the most 
significant examples of that process. 

After each of us· has spent a few years 
gaining experience in the professicn, it 
is natural to share the things that we 
have learned with our colleagues • The 
national organization can appear large and 
intimidating for a newcaner, thus becaning 
active in a regional or local chapter is 
the perfect way of break into profess~onal 
association life. Serving on a camnttee 
intrcxiuces you to interesting people and 
pennits you to use your talents to 
accanplish sanething worthwhile. 

(continued on page 3) 

MICROCCMPUrER NEWS 

by 
J. Wesley Cochran 

University of Mississippi 

One might question why the Southeastern 
I.aw Librarian needs a column on 
microcanputer hardware and software news. 
After all, aren't there plenty of 
microcanputer columns in other 
newsletters? I th::>ught so, until I 
started looking for sanething that ~uld 
help me with infonnation on practic~ 
applications of hardware and software in 

my library. 
When I vollmteered to write it, I 

envisioned this column as a source for 
news of hardware and software applications 
in la., libraries in the Southeast, but 
that. . . wi.!J depend greatly on you. If your 
libr4ry" is trying new thi~s ~th 
microcanputers , I want to hear about it. 

·_ Pleas·e · send me a note; I pranise a quick 
response. 

One of the first thi~s, but one of the 
hardest, to do when beginning a 
professional activity is se~ecting 
appropriate literature. If you7 library, 
like m;i.pe, is starting to experiment with 
microc¢mputers in library operations, . you 
might .. . be looking for sane appropriate 
sources of news and develOEXJlEntS • The 
literature which we selected for the 
University of Mississippi I.aw Library 
falls into three categories: 1) general 
microcanputer news and develoEXJlents; 2) 
microcanputer applications in libraries 
and, 3) new technology applications 
(including micros) in libraries. Because 
of our hardware configuraticn, the 
literature which we selected is biased 
towards MS-IXS-based personal canputers, 
but other canputers are coveroo in several 
of the titles • 

(continued on page 6) 



., . PRESIDENT (cont. from pa 
.. . 

1) 

~ previous experience · as a chapter 
officer has been with the New Orleans· 
Chapter--one of MIL's newest ahd 
smallest. As one of NOALL's charter 
members'. I renember fondly row we groped 
to def me our purpose, establish . our 
carrn i ttees , and figure out what they · 
smuld be doing. The Southeastern Chapter 
served as the model, but it seened ·so . 
venerable and stable ccmpared to . our 
lll1sophisticated efforts. Nevertheless 
enthusiasm ran high, and we still hav~ 
mixed feelings of surprise, pride, and 
relief everytime we successfully 
accanplish a program or project. 

tbw that I am one of the group of 
people responsible for making thi~s 

happen in SFAA.Ll.,, I realize that being 
perceived as venerable and stable can be 
even more difficult than being ··young and 
inexperienced. furing 1987, we will 
coomemorate the fiftieth annive.sary of 
the fomding of the N::>rth Carolina law 
librarians, the organization that evolved 
into SEAAU... As we look back over the 
roster of our distinguished predecessors, 
it would be tempting to think ccmplacently 
that we can just drift along on the strong 
reputation that they established for 
SEAAIL. 

But 11 It is part of our professional 
obligation to flourish and make our own 
mark. Because Southeastern is the oldest 
chapter and because so many of our menbers 
are movers and shakers in our profession, 
it is our obligation to lead and > to 
innovate. Dick Larmer took an important 
step in that direction this past year wljen 
he established the new Education 
Coonnittee. I have just appointed menb~rs 
to two additional new standing canmitte~s, 
Publications and Publicity and ¾lie 
Relations. furing this year the offic:ers 
and menbers of the three new canmi~ees 
will be defining their duties, exploring 
needs, and setting goals. 

To give you an idea of kinds of things 
they will be considering here are a few 
examples of possible projects and duties: 

(1) Education Canmittee: C.Onsidering 
institutes, symposia, staff e:cchanges, 
grants for special projects, special 
interest sections; sharing of educational 
tapes and materials outreach programs, and 
consulting services. 

(2) Publicati~ms C.ommittee: Advising the 
newsletter ed_1t_or ~n policy ·and managenent 
matters; fac1l1tatrng the . publication of 
~orks emanating frcm or of special 
u:ite7est t? chapter menbers, such as 
bibl7og~aphies, procedures manuals, 
statist7cal studies, surveys, regional 
legal history papers, etc. 

(3) . Publicity and Public Relation 
ilinnnttee: Serving as a liaison to the 
MU Public _Re;ations Camnittee; preparing 
and/~r subnitting news items about SEAAIL 
and i_ts menbers to the MLL Ne,;.;,sletter, 
C.Ouncil of Chapter Presidents Nel>JSletter 
bar. j o~al~ and other legal and librar; 
media within the region, and local 
newspapers ; encouraging _menbers in the 

various states to use the AAfL Public 
Relations Booth at bar, judicial and 
library conferences in their area; 
generally heightening awareness of the 
profession and its work in the legal and 
library ccmmunities. 

All three of these canmittees need your 
ideas about what their roles smuld be. 
If you have a project. in mind that 
appropriat~y falls within their purview, 
contact the chair. Perhaps the camnittee 
can assist you in bringi~ it to fruition. 

The· Southeastern Cllapter has both a 
strong reputation and an ~c~ptional store 
of talent. We have the ··.Mtl>'t"ewithal to 
make things happen • .. I :1 m·. gra-tetul that you 
have given me an opportun.i ty to be a part 
of that effo,rt, and I en~ourage you to 
j unp in and speak out ! You' 11· never meet 
a more terrific bunch of · peol>le. Best 
wishes for a fruitful year! :. · .. 

NEW EDITION! 

Bieber's Current American Legal Citations 
2nd Edition 

Edited By: Mary Milea Prince 

1986 

LC 86-819•6 ISBN 0-899fl-•99-0 

$10.00 
Wm. S. Hein ck Co.,Inc. Phone (716) 882-2600 

1286 Main Street To11 Free 800-828-7571 

Buffalo, NY H209 

Send a copy of this ad and save 10% 
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From The President 
, · 

As the pre-holiday panic sets 
1n, and we wonder how we are ever 
going to get the annual report or 
next year's budget request drafted 
on tlme, to say nothing of how we 
are going to accomplish the glf.t 
shopping when there ls no time for 
a real lunch hour, thoughts of 
Charleston 1n the Springtime ·have 
been relegated to the bottoms of 
our infamous heaps. Only members 
of the SEAALL Program and Local 
Arrangements Committees lie awake 
at night with visions of concurrent 
panel·s and plantation convivial 1 ty 
dancing 1n their heads! 

But, do you realize that a mere 
three months after · New Year's Eve 
we will convene for our SEAALL 
annual meeting? It is, the re fore, 
time to arrange NOW to be there. 
The previews of the program by 
Hazel Johnson 1n this issue and the 
hard-work of the other Johnson 
(Bruce) on local arrangemen_ts for 
Charleston should provide 
sufficient temptation to send every 
member of the Chapter running to 
the nearest travel agent. • I 
real lze that, in these parlous 
financial times, many SEAALL 
members have serious trepidations 
about approaching their bosses to 
request travel funds. Regardless 
of the type of library, the people 
in control of the purse strings 
seem unusually parsimonious these 
days. Many SEAALL members who want 
to attend the national AALL meeting 
feel that they have no choice but 
to pass up the chapter convention. 
I urge you not to make that 
assumption without trying every 
possible approach. Going to the 
SEAALL meeting is well worth the 
extra effort! 

First, consider applying for a 
Lucile Elliott Scholarship. This 
year, Claire Engel's Scholarship 
Committee has consulted with the 
Executive Board and agreed upon a 
new set of guidelines for the 

-3..:. 

,, .. 

.. · 4'~, . ,, 
·: '. tf,}it,/ ·: 

awards. Essential;Jy, more people 
will be eligible. ·_ -·;Even if you have 
won an AALL grant _nrore than three 
years ago or if you are a veteran 
rather than a new SEAALL member, 
you now qualify for an Elliott. 
Service to the chapter and the 
profession will _· . be · taken into 
consideration iri ··.: the selection 
process. AND the· -b.~st news of all 
- the number of · .s~q;tarships will 
increase, most lik~)~·.to six. 

Secondly, nev'er\·l}-~lume that your 
employer will not·· .c;'qA'sider HELPING 
to send you . to ·. S: AALL without 
presenting · a · conVin~ing proposal. 
Offer to pay a .~6rt~qn of your 
expenses as · a si~~ : bf· _: c9mmitment, 
and you may be .~4-rJfrf~~d. Give 
your boss the a,t!r:i_otinc~i:n.~nt about 
the program .. in .:.::t"1-i°is isstie of the 
Newsletter, and inclicate · what you 
specifically hope to get· from the 
programs. This year's program is 
so rich and varied offertng 
concurrent sessions - that I cannot 
conceive of a law librarian who 
would not profit'· ·significantly. 
Every past program . chair will 
report that some· • rriEimbers claim 
nothing of interest to ~hem was 
available on the program. , . But, I 
assume you that those members are 
short-sighted. The session that 
you at tend this · year o-!i tax 
research or copyright ~or the tidbit 
that you glean from a discussion on 
the library as a profl t center or 
marketing online rese~rch service 
may turn out to . be of tremendous 
benefit to your _-_ patrons and your 
employer next month or next year. 

Another . les·:,i specific, but 
probably even more·~_important reason 
for making every effort to 
participate 1n · the chapter 
convention is the valuable "cross 
pollination" of _ ideas. Our 
national meetings a~e 1arge now and 
there seems to .be a . • t_endency to 
"stick with our 'own . kind" 
academic, firm, or. ·. ·_:. g~.vernrnent 
librarians. When _· _I . ·thirill' : back, I 
realize that some of the most 

(continued on next page) 
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useful things I have learned have 
been in ·both · formal and informal 
gatherings intended primarily for 
firm . or . academic librarians. 
SEALL's relatively small size 
throws u~ all together, and we are 
enriche~ tremendously in the 
process. . 

If this all sound~ like a sales 
pitch, that's because it is. 
SEAALL is ·_a quality ·product, and I 
think it' ·s -well worth selling to 
your firm or institution and well 
worth contrib~~ing to yourself. 
Consider it an· -Jnves tment in your 
professional d$-elopment. As I 
step down from .. )ny soapbox, I wish 
you . a happy_ a,!~_:·,refreshing holiday 
season. · I wi_-lz,l . expect to see you 
in Charleston r-l'ext April. 

• I.,~/ .... ~ 

Best · Wishes, ·· 
··"'· ;: :: 

/1 - ~-. 
~ ' 

Carol Billings 
Law Library of eouisiana 

·• • o & s Pu.bllshers 
d~o/~ 

El~#~~~ 
Call or write for further information about 
our state, national, ·and international pub­
lications. 

P.O. 5105 (Fla.I 1·800·282·8118 
Clearwatet\ Fla. 33518·5~5 !Nat.I 1·800-237·9707 

, ~· • ... , ... 

• 
~MICROCOMPUTER IDEAS: ,. 

COMPUTER LABS AND SOFTWARE 
,} UNION LIST 

.· J. Wesley Cochran 
University of Mississippi 

Shortly after the last issue of 
the Southeastern Law Librarian went 
to press, Meckler Publ 1shing 
Company announced that one of 1 ts 
periodicals, Public Computing, 
would merge with Small Computers in 
Libraries, another of its 
publications. Presumably, Small 
Computers will now include regular 
features concerning public access 
to microcomputers. 

I was somewhat disappointed in 
this development because librarians 
need information concerning public 
access to library microcomputers. 
A small number of academic and 
public law libraries now have some 
form of public access to computers, 
and I believe that the number will 
increase dramatically in the next 
several years. 

.• 
(continued on next page ) 

· .. [ffl FEDERAL DOCUMENT RETRIEVAL 
514 C Street, N.E . • Washington , D.C. 20002 

Name a City. Name a Document. 
Name a Deadline. 

(202} 628-2229 

"~, ~' the ,wise, the people!" . ~-: . . . 

. . Y_.'· . 
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The President · 

· ' 

A BELATED VALENTINE 

As I write this, the stores 
are filled with hearts and 
Cupids, prompting me to de 11 ve r 
a Valentine that I acquired a 
few months ago. The ed 1 to.rial 
·page (page 28) of the Novetnber 
20, 1986 Wall Street Journal 
contained an article by Donald 
G. Smith. Smith, a writer from 
Sunland, California, entitled 
his article "Ra ting Occupations 
on a Civility Scale." His one­
to-ten scale, promfnently 
displayed, sentences Department 

·of Motor Vehicles employees to 
the cellar with an embarrassing 
0. 2 score. Because "a Judge's 
working conditions should .. place 
this occupation way above a par 
rating, but this is rarely the 
case," the writer assigns judges 
a· sorry 2. 3 rating. Teachers, 
veterinarians, and barbers fare 
more favorably with 8 to 9 
points. BUT -- are you ready? -
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the champs, sitting politely _. 
on top with a 9.5 rating, are .­
librarians! Having now spent 
twenty years working side by 
side with them, I concur 
wholeheartedly with Mr. Smith 
that "as a class, librarians are 
very nice people," who make 

tit·",.. •, 

M 

.. . 

their 1 ib raries "sue: ' pleasant 
places." 

Aside from the gloating value 
( I could not wait to show our 
library's neighbors ih the Motor 
Vehicles Departmerit), Mr. 
Smith's 11 t t le es say.·} serves to 
remind us what · precious 
qualities courtesy and 
consideration have become in our 
society. The cover of last 
week ' s TI ME ( Feb r u a r y 2 , 198 7 ) 
pictured~ despera.te American 
consumer pleading, . "Why is 
service so bad?" :·The horror 
stories of uncaring sales-
persons, bumbling_ -->? ,repairmen, 
overbooked a·irpla'.'rie~: and 
computer foul-ups -were' all too 
familiar. . In · many "service 
businesses," the needs of the 
consumer have taken a back seat 
to the mechanic.s of a job. 
"Cashiers must typica11 ·y 'type a 
multidigit inventory code into a 
computer just to sell a $ .50 
birthday card." 

I do not think librarians 
have reached that point yet. 
Unlike "some computer-buff 
manage rs [who] tend . t"o impose 
technology almost com~~l~ively, 
whether it is appre61ated or 
not," librarians . have kept the 
patron's interest ~heir first 
priority. But becauise so many 
of us work · within the 
restrictions of too little 
money, too few staff members, 
and too 11 tt le time, the siren 
song of technology tempts us to 
hurry away from the patron at 
the reference desk and get back 
to our computer terminal or 
whatever task we are attempting 
to complete. We all realize 
that the new . information 
technology is a powerful set of 
tools which we mus:t , master in 
order to serve . ·o-tir patrons 
faster and more com~lttely. But 
we must not forget. that· 1 t is 
the personal qualities of the 
librarian courtesy, 

(continued on next page) 
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conscientiousness, 
desire to satisfy 
that have. given 
reputation. 

and a genuin e 
the patron -­
us our good 

In keeping with the hopes of 
our friend ,,,Donald Smith, it is 
our duty t~ try to raise the 
"societal \ 'T\edian" on the 
civility sea. ti e .'. _, : 

,_. I 

. ·J./1 ~ -_,,. -~ 

~ 

Carol Bii' l ings 
Law Librafy of Louisiana 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 

At the Annual Meeting in 
Charleston, the Nominating 
Committee will place in 
nomination for the office of 
Vice ~resident-President Elect 
the following names: EDMUND P. 
EDMONDS and MARY D. SMITH. 
Under article III, Section 1. b. 
of the Chapter By-Laws, any 
member may make additional 
nominations provided that the 
nominations are made in writing 
to the President. The Vice 
President-President Elect will 
be elected by mail ballot in 
May. 

J. Wesley Cochran, Chair 
Nominating Committee 

D & s Publishers 
d~o/lk 

ffA~g>~~~ 
Call or write for further information about 
our state, national, and international pub­
lications. 

P.O. 5105 . ,, CFla.11·800·282·8118 
Clearwater, Fla. 55518·5105. CNat.11·800·257·9707 
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ONLINE UPDATE 
Sallie I rvin 

Wake Fores t Un i versity 

One of the newest a d d i t ions to 
WESTLAW is designed to assist law 
offices in the management of large 
amounts of in-house information. A 
law firm or other WESTLAW 
subscriber may load any amount of 
textual information into a Private 
File at WESTLAW which is then 
accessible to every member of the 
firm using regular WESTLAW search 
techniques. Access between the 
Private Files and the other WESTLAW 
databases is achei ved in the same 
manner as changing databases, i.e., 
use the command "s db xxx." 

The Private File function 
provides easy retrieval of a firm's 
documents and may be more cost­
effective than an individual law 
off ice document retrieval program. 
The initial cost of the database 
may be less and in addition, most 
lawyers are familiar with WESTLAW 
search techniques, which cuts 
additional training required to 
access the files. There is also 
the question of security. Paper 
files are infinitely less secure 
than online files which are only 
accessible through the firm's own 
c·omputer equipment and password. 

The initial database creation 
fee is $1500. Data entry fees 
range from $1.00 for scannable hard 
copy to $1. 83 for date which must 
be re-entered at WESTLAW. The 
search fee is $60.00 per hour and a 
$15.00 per month per million 
characters storage fee is charged 
startipg with the second year. 
(The average 8 1/2 X 11 page is 
1000-i200 characters.) 

Some othe resources are now 
available on WESTLAW. Law firms 
and other subscribers, except law 
schoo}s and Administrative Offices, 
may ·r1ow access Index to Legal 
Perio.dicals (8/81 to present) and 
Legal · . Resources Index ( 1 /80 to 
pres~~t). Contact WESTLAW for file 
prici9g. 
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