Figure 6.2. Reactions to NBC News’ tweet in Figure 6.1
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Similarities and Differences in Case Events

The shootings of Walter Scott and Samuel Dubose are similar in a number of
ways. Namely, both shootings were of Black men by white police officers. In both cases,
the victims attempted to run from the officers; Scott leaving his car and Dubose
attempting to drive away. Both of the officers tried to cover up their crime by saying
Scott and Dubose posed some threat to them so they were forced to shoot. In both cases,
video evidence surfaced showing the officers to be lying. Additionally, both shootings
occurred in cities with complicated racial histories. Finally, both Scott and Dubose had
an extensive criminal record of nonviolent offenses prior to being pulled over.

With those similarities, the cases are notably different in a few ways. As
mentioned above, Walter Scott attempted to run on foot whereas Samuel Dubose tried to
drive away. Walter Scott was shot in the back from about 15 feet away while he ran from
Officer Michael Slager. This occurred after a brief struggle between the two men.
Samuel Dubose was shot in the face within two seconds of turning the ignition in his car
before he could drive away. The most notable difference in the cases was Walter Scott
was shot by a police officer with the city of North Charleston, SC, while Officer Ray
Tensing, Samuel Dubose’s shooter, was a campus police officer with the University of
Cincinnati Police Department. Another important difference with the cases is in the types
of video evidence that challenged the police officers’ initial claims. For the Walter Scott
shooting, cell phone footage from a bystander walking by the altercation was what
showed Officer Slager to be lying in that case. For the killing of Samuel Dubose, it was
Officer Tensing’s own body camera footage that showed Dubose posed no threat to the

officer prior to being shot.
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Similarities and Differences in Media Narration

The media discourse of the shootings contained notable similarities and
differences as well. Many of the similarities were in how the journalists covering the
cases chose to describe what happened. Early on with both shootings, the narrative was
about a traffic stop gone wrong (CNN, 2015b; Edmonds, 2015; Elmore & MacDougall,
2015; Felton, 2015a; Rhodes, 2015; Rogers, 2015). Typical with the framing of Black
men when involved in confrontations with law enforcement, these narratives either asked
about the victims’ complicity in their deaths or implied they were complicit prior to any
exploration of some fault in the official narrative being perpetuated by law enforcement
in North Charleston and Cincinnati (Jackson, 2015; Palmer et al., 2015; Swaine, 2015a).

What set the narrative framing of Walter Scott and his death apart from the
shooting of Samuel Dubose was the timing of the two events. The shooting of Dubose
occurred about three months after Walter Scott was killed. Due to that, Scott’s killing
became a focusing event affecting how journalists discussed the shooting of Samuel
Dubose in July of 2015. The shooting of Walter Scott provided a knowledge framework
which journalists writing about Samuel Dubose referenced. That reference point made
the discourse in the second case markedly more sympathetic than that of the first
(Rhodes, 2015). Many of the local Cincinnati reporters covering Dubose’s shooting
referenced Walter Scott’s death even prior to the release of Officer Tensing’s body
camera footage. They said the shooting seemed familiar to the shooting of Scott in April
2015. Numerous articles about Dubose referenced Scott’s killing (M. Lowery, 2015;
O'Neal, 2015a, 2015b; Pérez-Pefia, Williams, & Mura, 2015; The New York Daily News

Editorial Board, 2015). Though these journalists did not go so far as to question the
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UCPD openly, they did mention some of the questions being asked by Dubose’s family,
members of the community, and activists. They did not, however, afford these questions
the same legitimacy as the perspectives from officials they interviewed. This dissertation
works with a clear acknowledgement that prior to Officer Tensing’s body camera footage
being made public, the only available version of what happened was that in the police
report. To ignore that fact would start the entire work from a fallacy. However, even
with evidence as recent as Scott’s shooting three months earlier to suggest some critical
exploration of a possible counter-narrative, journalists failed to pursue the story past the
police report.

The most obvious discursive shift in both cases occurred after the release of the
video footage in both cases that challenged the narrative fed to the journalists by their
police sources. With Walter Scott’s death, Feidin Santana’s cell phone video was a
bombshell revelation when it was originally published on The New York Times’ website.
This was the catalyst for other news agencies’ increasing coverage of the story. Scott’s
death was the top story on most television news broadcasts in the days after the video was
released.

Race as the Floating Signifier

If race is our signifier and our sites of interpretation allow us to continue reading
these texts through our own interpretive lenses, how are we to make sense of these signs
and the system of codes within which they operate? Pérez-Pefia and Williams (2015b)
claim audiences are already beginning to re-interpret these texts within the context of

already changing ideologies:
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Those videos, all involving white officers and black civilians, have become
ingrained in the nation's consciousness -- to many people, as evidence of bad
police conduct. And while they represent just a tiny fraction of police behavior --
those that show respectful, peaceful interactions do not make the 24-hour cable
news -- they have begun to alter public views of police use of force and race
relations, experts and police officials say. (para. 2)

There is evidence of this in the Twitter conversations about the cases. From this
perspective, semiosis involves a close adherence to Anderson’s (1996) comments on
semiotic engagement. Anderson argued cognitive structures are necessary elements of
the semiotic process such that the implications of those structures drive our understanding
of a phenomenon. In other words, readers with an understanding of the history of the
systemic ways Black men and women have been treated by the police could reach a
different semiosis than others reading these same texts who are without that background.
Additionally, Anderson contended critical analyses should focus on “cultural totalities”
(p. 89) as shaping how we approach the subject under study. With evidence of
competing perceptions of whether certain police actions, such as use of force and
profiling are just, tend to fall along racial lines (Dang, 2015; Dixon, 2008a; Dowler &
Zawilski, 2007; Graziano et al., 2010; Mears, Pickett, Golden, Chiricos, & Gertz, 2013;
Nelson, Paul, Block Jr, & Brown-Dean, 2002; Payne, 2007; Sigelman et al., 1997;
Stewart et al., 2009; Tuch, 2004; Warren, 2011; Weitzer & Tuch, 2004; Wu, 2014),
Black readers of these texts would look at them much differently than non-Black
audiences. If reading them consistently with these perceptions on policing, Black
audiences may have been skeptical of those initial reports of Scott’s shooting. Further,
even with the seemingly obvious evidence of Slager’s guilt, Black readers can only look
to the cases of Eric Garner and Tamir Rice to know video evidence is often not even

enough to convict a police officer of killing an unarmed civilian (Weitzer, 2015).
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Of relevance, the deaths of Walter Scott and Samuel Dubose were not the only
high profile killings of Black men at the hands of police in recent years. Between 2013
and 2015, the stories of Eric Garner in New York, Michael Brown in Ferguson, MO,
Freddie Gray in Baltimore, and Tamir Rice in Cleveland; all Black men and boys (Rice
was only 12 years old) killed at the hands of police (The Associated Press, 2016), also
became focusing events for the issue of police brutality and the connections between race
and policing or, depending on the framing of the news article, race and criminality. What
sets these two cases apart from the others is the presence of visual evidence leading to a
criminal charge.

In two of the three cases mentioned above, video evidence of the killing was
made publicly available. Eric Garner was killed by a NYPD officer in Staten Island, NY
on July 17, 2014. The altercation between him and police allegedly began after he was
accused of selling bootleg items and loose cigarettes on the city street. The interaction
between Garner and police became verbally hostile and NYPD Officer Daniel Pantaleo
approached Garner from behind and placed him in a chokehold (Goodman et al., 2015).
While Garner was in the Pantaleo’s choke and as he fell to his knees then fully prostrate
on the ground, Garner can be seen and heard in cell phone video captured by a bystander
yelling, “I can’t breathe” 11 times before he loses consciousness (Goodman & Moynihan,
2015). Officers did not perform CPR on Garner while he lay on the ground and he would
be pronounced dead at the hospital about an hour later (Goodman & Moynihan, 2015).
Though there was video evidence of Officer Pantaleo placing Garner in an illegal
chokehold as well as the audio of Garner throughout the encounter yelling, “I can’t

breathe,” a grand jury in NY’s Richmond County declined to indict Officer Pantaleo.
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The shooting of Tamir Rice by Cleveland Police Officer, Patrolman Timothy Loehman
on November 22, 2014 was another police involved shooting that received major national
and international media coverage. Two officers, Lochmann and Patrolman Fran
Garmback, responded to a report of a black male pointing a pistol at random people in a
park. In surveillance video recovered from near the park, the officers are shown arriving
at the park in their vehicles near Rice (Peterson, 2014; The Associated Press, 2015).
Within two seconds of arriving and stepping out of his car, Patrolman Loehmann has
already shot Rice (Logan, 2015). Even with video evidence of the lack of hesitation
Patrolman Loehmann showed when shooting Rice, the fact Rice was only 12 years old,
and that Rice’s gun was actually a replica, a Cuyahoga county grand jury declined to
indict Loehmann (Fantz, Almasy, & Shoichet, 2015).

Though the killing of both Rice and Garner were evidenced on video, the two
officers who ended those lives were not not charged with killing them. Thus the rationale
for this investigation is apparent. The cases of Walter Scott and Samuel Dubose are
unique in that they show two cases very similar to others in recent history. Yet, with
these cases, there was an indictment after the video evidence became public. Look at the
case of Freddie Gray in Baltimore who died in police custody without video evidence of
who was responsible. As of this writing, two of the six officers who were charged with
being responsible have been acquitted. With Garner and Rice, there was video evidence
and no indictment. With Freddie Gray, there was no video but indictments with
acquittals. This forces us to ask what about the cases of Walter Scott and Samuel Dubose

1s different.
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Significance of Cases
The media narratives of Scott and Dubose killings are different from the others
just discussed. In each of these cases, many of the same media practices discussed here
in the dissertation were present. Journalists attempted to portray the victims in each of
these cases as somehow complicit in their own deaths (Peterson, 2014; The Associated
Press, 2015). Journalists asked if Tamir Rice, a 12-year-old, should be playing with toy
guns (Peterson, 2014; The Associated Press, 2015). They asked if the officers in that
case should be given the benefit of the doubt because Rice was considered slightly tall for
his age (Fantz et al., 2015). Journalists asked what Freddie Gray and Eric Garner were
doing to become involved with the police in the first place. These narratives, however,
were challenged on social media (Demby, 2016). In Twitter conversations around the
shootings, activists and people concerned made hashtags such as #handupdontshoot and
#icantbreathe rallying cries for the BLM movement.
Alternative Media as Challenge to Representations
The most telling aspect of the Scott and Dubose killings was the Twitter
conversations seemed to have some impact on both the case itself and its coverage.
Twitter and Facebook were crucial for activists and concerned participants in “Black
Twitter” (Demby, 2016; Gambino, 2015; Kang, 2015). The conversations they were
having online served to dispute many of the problematic claims perpetuated by the
mainstream news media. Early in the analysis for this dissertation, a survey of the
national news media conversations about these two killings for example seemed to show
both Scott’s and Dubose’s killings received little national media coverage outside of

North Charleston and Cincinnati, respectively. However, this was not the case on social
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media where people were asking why this was the case. To be more precise, as described
in Chapters 4 and 5, the national news media did not cover these two killings much until
it became widely known there was video evidence that the officer-supplied narratives
presented in the media may not have been what actually happened. This complaint is
consistent with what users were saying about the media coverage around other instances
of police killing Black men. Take, for example, this November 2014 tweet about the
media coverage of the Michael Brown shooting in Ferguson (see Figure 6.3; April,

2014):

I :il April 6‘ {x¥ 2 Follow

McCulloch & @donlemon want to blame social
media. Retweet this if the FIRST time you heard
about #MikeBrown & #Ferguson was on social
media.

2,581 487 EERE LSS 1

Figure 6.3. Twitter response to CNN coverage of police brutality

Similar to the Ferguson case, activists and Black Twitter users were pessimistic
with regard to mainstream media coverage of the Charleston and Cincinnati shootings.
Prior to the release of the cell phone, dashboard camera, and body camera footage of
these shootings, users questioned whether what was going on, as shown in the coverage,
was really what happened. Some took to Twitter to predict how the mediating process

would play out. When the indictments did arrive, there was also social media publicity
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and mixed expressions of relief and concern that the indictments would not lead to

conviction, even in the wake of clear video evidence.

Tashana Monique ¥ 2 Follow

I'm so tired of the news about these damn lions.
I'm still pissed | live in Ohio and heard about
Cecil before Sam Dubose.

w Nyeema ¥ 2 Follow

I've heard more about this lion on the news then
the Sam dubose case .. Its really pathetic

m‘ Queen of the Yammed ¥ 2 Follow

| hadn't even heard the story about Sam Dubose
until today. | just...

F igufe 6.4. Twitter commentary on the lack of Dubose coverage
Alternative Media as a Check on Mainstream News Media

Alternative publications, namely Black publications, were critical of mainstream
news media’s biases toward officials as the primary definers of the events of the cases.
This was particularly important when discussing the guilt of the officers and the implied
complicity of Dubose and Scott in their own deaths. The Atlanta Black Star, wondered if
the lies told by law enforcement officials and perpetuated by mainstream news media in
the Walter Scott case coming to light implied there were similar cases where police
officers may have killed Black men and gotten away with a lie (Chiles, 2015). The
publications framed this as a uniquely Black problem. Chiles wrote in the Atlanta Black

Star, for example, “When the power to construct the narrative is in the hands of law
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enforcement, never will the final story be to the benefit of the Black man at the other end
of the officer’s gun” (Chiles, 2015, para. 23). Here there is acknowledgement from the
Black press that while the mainstream media may be the first to define police-involved
shootings of Black men, their struggle to correct their story and their challenge by the
Black press, itself, was assisted by the clear video evidence of the events. The Root noted
Mitch Pugh, The Post and Courier’s executive editor, claimed his newspaper’s
investigation into the Walter Scott shooting is something “it would not have done
previously,” (Prince, 2015a, para. 33) following that up by saying, “The Post and Courier
reported 3.9 percent journalists of color in the 2015 ASNE newsroom diversity census”
(Prince, 2015a, para. 35).

The question of the diversity of The Post and Courier’s newsroom is an important
question to ask. Jenkins (2012) noted that contemporary initiatives and pushes for racial
diversity in American newsrooms have occurred with the goal of fair representation of
minority concerns. As exemplified in the above discussion of photograph selection for
Samuel Dubose in Cincinnati, Black perspectives in the newsroom could lead to more
sympathetic portrayals of Black death at the hands of police. In the Cincinnati Enquirer
case the newspaper initially published a mugshot of the victim alongside the official
police photograph of the perpetrating officer; however, a Black journalist within the
newsroom may have been instrumental in shifting the paper’s depiction of the victim to a
photo supplied by the family. Along similar lines, alternative news website, A//
Digitocracy, asked why NBC’s Today show felt it was appropriate to broadcast, in the

midst of their coverage of the Dubose case, a segment where a white news anchor role
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played a scenario with a Black police officer about how people should behave in
interactions with police officers:

The Today Show’s Jeff Rossen is stuck in the reality that if you just do what the
police say everything will be fine. Today’s Rossen Report reinforced the idea the
fault in fatal encounters between police and civilians in traffic stops is always the
fault of the dead citizen. Rossen’s clip was introduced with video from Sandra
Bland’s encounter with Texas Trooper Brian Encinia (she later died under
suspicious circumstances inside a Texas jail) and former University of Cincinnati
officer Ray Tensing stopping Samuel Dubose. Then Rossen goes into helpful
mode ‘to demonstrate what you are required to do when the police pull you over.’
ANSWER: Provide your license and proof of insurance and get out of the car if
instructed. In other words, if these people had just behaved, they would be alive.
But how can he make such a claim? The video of these stops has given America
a glimpse [sic] driving while black.” (J. M. Brown, 2015, para. 1)

The argument here is this tone deaf coverage does more harm than good when well-
intended white journalists purport to discuss social phenomena unique to a Black
perspective through their white lens. J. M. Brown (2015) further argued:
Somehow [the actual facts of the case contextualized around race] all escaped
Rossen and his producers, since they thought it would be a good idea to explain to
how behave [sic] when stopped. The segment was inane journalism that offered
nothing toward a constructive conversation. Worse, it colored the news coverage,

suggesting that both Bland and DuBose [sic] were responsible for their own
deaths.” (J. M. Brown, 2015, para. 3)

The lack of empathy in The Today Show’s coverage of Dubose’s killing can be seen here
as being closely tied to another concept discussed in this dissertation; the assumption that
Black men and women are to blame when we die in police custody.

The Atlanta Black Star challenged why mainstream news organizations felt
comfortable repeatedly playing video footage of the shooting death of Dubose and Scott,
often on a loop (A. Moore, 2015). This question was asked in the context that
mainstream news media avoided broadcasting the deaths of a Virginia news reporter who

was shot on air, while questioning the lack of backlash at this inconsistency.
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Mainstream news media did cover the protests immediately following the release
of the police reports framing the victims as aggressors. However, this coverage discussed
this commentary with the same framing they discussed the protests as existing prior to the
protesters having the full story. Finally, in both of these cases, activists challenged the
early police narratives perpetuated by local and national media that portrayed Scott and
Dubose as the aggressors and the officers as justified in shooting them. During an April
9, 2015 protest outside of Charleston, SC, for example, members of Black Lives Matter
Charleston “criticized the media for ‘perpetuating falsehoods’ about the black community
and accepting accounts offered by law enforcement as truth.” (CNN, 2015c, para. 6). In
Cincinnati, protestor Brian Taylor was included in The Cincinnati Enquirer coverage of
the UCPD’s response after the shooting, “It’s not a surprise that they had called for
stepped up harassing in working-class communities surrounding the university and it’s
also not a surprise that they lied” (Murphy & Grasha, 2016).

In many ways then, this dissertation addresses the question of how, then, do Black
Americans combat this system and counter the mainstream media’s presentations of
racialized crime stories in a system of oppression rigged against Black victims of police
violence? American media is predominantly corporate and those media voices coming
from the dominant corporate and government powers will seek to further the media status
quo, which is pro-white/anti-Black, pro-corporate/anti-citizen, and otherwise promoting a
capitalist hegemony “induc[ing] individuals to adapt to the social conditions of capitalist
societies” (Kellner, 2002, para. 15). However, there is also some evidence that Black
voices or perspectives sensitive to the Black experience in this country may leak in to the

narratives constructed by mainstream media. That is, in these cases of police-involved
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shootings against Black American men, the hegemonic depictions of black male
criminality and responsibility for the police-involved crime were not final. A discursive
struggle ensued after the official police-provided narrative of events as mediated and
accepted as initially true by the mainstream press was, in fact, uncovered to be false.
Video evidence of the events that became public through the help of citizens and officer-
body camera evidence helped disrupt the initial news narrative. However, as Chapters 4
and 5 detail, this disruption was given force by the insistent counter-narratives provided
by family members, Black Lives Matter activists, and reporters in social and alternative
media, the Black Press, and by national media outlets who challenged the initial local
media depictions. The mainstream news outlets responded, often coopting and explaining
the story to retain their agency as storytellers. This function and capacity suggests the
Legitimate power of social media and networks to penetrate this larger mainstream media
landscape; the power to change these mainstream news media storytelling norms may lie
in role of social movement-supported alternative media spaces, including social media,
calling out racist news storytelling practices, and stimulating and challenging mainstream
news organizations to “get the story right.”

One limitation of this study is the focus on Black men as victims of police
violence and the use of two case studies that depict unarmed Black men who were killed
by police officers in 2015. A reason for this is the amount of scholarship on the
associations between criminality and media representations of Black masculinity.
However, instances of Black women being victims of police violence or dying in police
custody exist as reason these racist media constructions should be addressed. When

discussing these issues, a particular attention to a feminist perspective on race should be
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paid so that the intersectionality of race and gender can be addressed in only the way a
feminist perspective can.
Limitation: Blackness and Media from a Feminist Perspective

The intersectionality between race and gender is an important benefit of a feminist
perspective on media discourses. Authors like bell hooks and Patricia Hill-Collins are
two Black scholars championing the recognition of these compounding oppressions.
hooks (1984, 1989, 2014) was additionally influential in setting up a modern Black
feminist perspective on issues of media representation. In “The Oppositional Gaze,”
hooks (2003) discussed how in talking with Black women, there was a consistent
perception that American media did little to attempt to portray Blackness, particularly
Black femaleness, “that most of the women I talked to were adamant that they never went
to the movies expecting to see compelling representations of black femaleness. They
were all acutely aware of cinematic racism—it’s cinematic erasure of black womanhood”
(p. 96). Springer (2007) conducted a survey of recent pop culture representations of
Black women and found feminist and post-feminist movements can do a great deal to
challenge these images. To combat these problematic representations, scholars have
offered a contemporary Black feminism that poses a challenge to both racism and
patriarchy (Collins, 2004, 2006).

Considering this dissertation focuses on two police-involved shootings of Black
males and how those shootings were discussed in the social movement discourse of a
movement started by Black women (Garza, 2014), it would make sense to include a
feminist perspective focusing on the associations between representations of Black

female criminality in the literature. Collins and hooks’ research clearly serves the
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purpose of highlighting the importance of intersectionality when discussing unjust social
structures and institutions, which is a clear area for future research. Speaking specifically
to the Black Lives Matter movement, Mayo (2015) noted the movement’s focus on
intersectionality has been present throughout its existence, “Ferguson protesters insisted
on the recognition of the particular racialization of that police state [...] and insisted on a
strong intersectional understanding of what the diversity of Black lives are” (p. 247).
This gives hope the movement has potential to sustain longer than social movements that
have preceded due to this heightened awareness of how the specific structures (namely,
the police state) the movement is protesting subjugates and marginalizes Black men and
Black women. Additionally, Embrick (2015) argued we need to make intersectionality a
focal point in discussions of race and criminality; that focusing solely on race can ignore
the dual oppressions Black women face when put in similar situations as the Black men
discussed in the case studies under analysis in this dissertation. Black feminist critique
positions itself at a unique point in the academic social justice landscape. There is an
acknowledgement in the literature that Black women have been ignored both in the
critical race scholarship that privileges minority men as the individual sites of action and
feminist scholarship that privileges white women’s perspective (Brooks & Hébert, 2006).
From the perspective of intersectional research on gender and race in media,
examining the role social and new media plays, and the ability of Black feminists to
mobilize, is also an important area of concern. Looking at the role social and new media
has played in the ability of Black feminists to mobilize, Rapp, Button, Fleury-Steiner, and
Fleury-Steiner (2010) have demonstrated how new media may be utilized to give Black

women the voice and opportunity to perpetuate and promote discourse supporting
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feminist causes on a broader scale and reach a greater audience. That line of research
combined with the current dissertation’s study provide scholarly evidence that social
movement discourse may indeed disrupt and gain publicity in mainstream media and
alternative media systems. They argue segmentation within social media spheres of
influence can become communities of their own for Black women to have discussions in
spaces they feel safe and accepted. This necessitates the inclusion of Black feminist
discourse as well as potentially a study examining the issues of this dissertation entirely
from a feminist lens.
Conclusion

I began this dissertation lamenting the existence of fears Black men have of
interactions with law enforcement. Being a Black male in the United States means living
in a reality where police-involved killings of Black men and the destruction of our bodies
by police and authority figures is sanctioned. American mainstream news media are
often not sympathetic to this plight nor do media recognize the legitimacy of our fears or
publicize them in media reports. For the shooting deaths of Walter Scott and Samuel
Dubose, the mainstream news media constructed narratives supporting the notion these
men were somehow complicit in their own demise. These news reports operating from
the assumption the officers who killed them were justified in fearing for their life and
shooting these unarmed men reinforce notions of an inherent association between Black
men and criminality; that a police officer’s fears of what a violent Black suspect may do
to him are more likely to be realized than the fears a police officer may assault or murder
an unarmed Black man. In this racist media environment police officers who kill

unarmed Black men are often afforded the benefit of the doubt while their news routines
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produce stories that malign the reputation of the men these officers killed. In the two
case studies considered in this dissertation, it took the attention of family members, social
protestors, and near-indisputable evidence contradicting the initial reports from law
enforcement to challenge these initial media depictions. The evidence presented in this
analysis also provides support that news media perpetuate dominant hegemonic
discourses wherein race, particularly Blackness, is understood only within the context of
its relation to other concepts. The role Blackness plays in these news reports is to
legitimize both the actions of the officers and the mainstream media’s racist
representations of the men killed by police.

This dissertation also details how the racist power structures of the mainstream
mass media offer a great many complications and barriers for social movement activism
and political involvement; two goals of social movement and alternative media discourse
according to Downing (2008). However, the availability and reach afforded social
movement discourse through the utilization of social media platforms can take back some
of that power. There is evidence presented in Chapters 4, 5, and 6 that Twitter and other
social media tools gave voice to individuals and groups who otherwise would not have
had the ability to define and construct their own counter narratives to the dominant
discourses perpetuated in mainstream mass media. This benefit is uniquely 21st century
in what is afforded modern social movements compared to the tools available to members
of social movements prior to the digital era.

Finally, the dissertation established how mainstream news media outlets rely
heavily on the input their official sources can provide. This process of news assimilation

gives and inherent assumption of honesty and trustworthiness to the police reports
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detailing a violent Black male attempting to harm a police officer and that officer’s
response with force justified in allowing that officer to protect himself. However, one of
the conclusions drawn from analysis of the shifting discourses of the cases is that the
mainstreaming of the social media commentary from activists and Black social media can
have a chance at changing these hegemonic constructions. This is possibly the most
optimistic perspective of the possibility of changing these racist constructions of

Blackness and crime presented and represented in mainstream U.S. news media.
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