
 

 130 

Figure 6.2.  Reactions to NBC News’ tweet in Figure 6.1 
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Similarities and Differences in Case Events 

 The shootings of Walter Scott and Samuel Dubose are similar in a number of 

ways.  Namely, both shootings were of Black men by white police officers. In both cases, 

the victims attempted to run from the officers; Scott leaving his car and Dubose 

attempting to drive away.  Both of the officers tried to cover up their crime by saying 

Scott and Dubose posed some threat to them so they were forced to shoot.  In both cases, 

video evidence surfaced showing the officers to be lying.  Additionally, both shootings 

occurred in cities with complicated racial histories.  Finally, both Scott and Dubose had 

an extensive criminal record of nonviolent offenses prior to being pulled over. 

 With those similarities, the cases are notably different in a few ways.  As 

mentioned above, Walter Scott attempted to run on foot whereas Samuel Dubose tried to 

drive away.  Walter Scott was shot in the back from about 15 feet away while he ran from 

Officer Michael Slager.  This occurred after a brief struggle between the two men.  

Samuel Dubose was shot in the face within two seconds of turning the ignition in his car 

before he could drive away.  The most notable difference in the cases was Walter Scott 

was shot by a police officer with the city of North Charleston, SC, while Officer Ray 

Tensing, Samuel Dubose’s shooter, was a campus police officer with the University of 

Cincinnati Police Department.  Another important difference with the cases is in the types 

of video evidence that challenged the police officers’ initial claims.  For the Walter Scott 

shooting, cell phone footage from a bystander walking by the altercation was what 

showed Officer Slager to be lying in that case.  For the killing of Samuel Dubose, it was 

Officer Tensing’s own body camera footage that showed Dubose posed no threat to the 

officer prior to being shot. 
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Similarities and Differences in Media Narration 

 The media discourse of the shootings contained notable similarities and 

differences as well.  Many of the similarities were in how the journalists covering the 

cases chose to describe what happened.  Early on with both shootings, the narrative was 

about a traffic stop gone wrong (CNN, 2015b; Edmonds, 2015; Elmore & MacDougall, 

2015; Felton, 2015a; Rhodes, 2015; Rogers, 2015).  Typical with the framing of Black 

men when involved in confrontations with law enforcement, these narratives either asked 

about the victims’ complicity in their deaths or implied they were complicit prior to any 

exploration of some fault in the official narrative being perpetuated by law enforcement 

in North Charleston and Cincinnati (Jackson, 2015; Palmer et al., 2015; Swaine, 2015a). 

 What set the narrative framing of Walter Scott and his death apart from the 

shooting of Samuel Dubose was the timing of the two events.  The shooting of Dubose 

occurred about three months after Walter Scott was killed.  Due to that, Scott’s killing 

became a focusing event affecting how journalists discussed the shooting of Samuel 

Dubose in July of 2015.  The shooting of Walter Scott provided a knowledge framework 

which journalists writing about Samuel Dubose referenced.  That reference point made 

the discourse in the second case markedly more sympathetic than that of the first 

(Rhodes, 2015).  Many of the local Cincinnati reporters covering Dubose’s shooting 

referenced Walter Scott’s death even prior to the release of Officer Tensing’s body 

camera footage.  They said the shooting seemed familiar to the shooting of Scott in April 

2015.  Numerous articles about Dubose referenced Scott’s killing (M. Lowery, 2015; 

O'Neal, 2015a, 2015b; Pérez-Peña, Williams, & Mura, 2015; The New York Daily News 

Editorial Board, 2015).  Though these journalists did not go so far as to question the 
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UCPD openly, they did mention some of the questions being asked by Dubose’s family, 

members of the community, and activists.  They did not, however, afford these questions 

the same legitimacy as the perspectives from officials they interviewed.  This dissertation 

works with a clear acknowledgement that prior to Officer Tensing’s body camera footage 

being made public, the only available version of what happened was that in the police 

report.  To ignore that fact would start the entire work from a fallacy.  However, even 

with evidence as recent as Scott’s shooting three months earlier to suggest some critical 

exploration of a possible counter-narrative, journalists failed to pursue the story past the 

police report.  

 The most obvious discursive shift in both cases occurred after the release of the 

video footage in both cases that challenged the narrative fed to the journalists by their 

police sources.  With Walter Scott’s death, Feidin Santana’s cell phone video was a 

bombshell revelation when it was originally published on The New York Times’ website.  

This was the catalyst for other news agencies’ increasing coverage of the story.  Scott’s 

death was the top story on most television news broadcasts in the days after the video was 

released. 

Race as the Floating Signifier 

 If race is our signifier and our sites of interpretation allow us to continue reading 

these texts through our own interpretive lenses, how are we to make sense of these signs 

and the system of codes within which they operate?  Pérez-Peña and Williams (2015b) 

claim audiences are already beginning to re-interpret these texts within the context of 

already changing ideologies: 
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Those videos, all involving white officers and black civilians, have become 
ingrained in the nation's consciousness -- to many people, as evidence of bad 
police conduct.  And while they represent just a tiny fraction of police behavior -- 
those that show respectful, peaceful interactions do not make the 24-hour cable 
news -- they have begun to alter public views of police use of force and race 
relations, experts and police officials say.  (para. 2) 

There is evidence of this in the Twitter conversations about the cases.  From this 

perspective, semiosis involves a close adherence to Anderson’s (1996) comments on 

semiotic engagement.  Anderson argued cognitive structures are necessary elements of 

the semiotic process such that the implications of those structures drive our understanding 

of a phenomenon.  In other words, readers with an understanding of the history of the 

systemic ways Black men and women have been treated by the police could reach a 

different semiosis than others reading these same texts who are without that background.  

Additionally, Anderson contended critical analyses should focus on “cultural totalities” 

(p. 89) as shaping how we approach the subject under study.  With evidence of 

competing perceptions of whether certain police actions, such as use of force and 

profiling are just, tend to fall along racial lines (Dang, 2015; Dixon, 2008a; Dowler & 

Zawilski, 2007; Graziano et al., 2010; Mears, Pickett, Golden, Chiricos, & Gertz, 2013; 

Nelson, Paul, Block Jr, & Brown-Dean, 2002; Payne, 2007; Sigelman et al., 1997; 

Stewart et al., 2009; Tuch, 2004; Warren, 2011; Weitzer & Tuch, 2004; Wu, 2014), 

Black readers of these texts would look at them much differently than non-Black 

audiences.  If reading them consistently with these perceptions on policing, Black 

audiences may have been skeptical of those initial reports of Scott’s shooting.  Further, 

even with the seemingly obvious evidence of Slager’s guilt, Black readers can only look 

to the cases of Eric Garner and Tamir Rice to know video evidence is often not even 

enough to convict a police officer of killing an unarmed civilian (Weitzer, 2015). 
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 Of relevance, the deaths of Walter Scott and Samuel Dubose were not the only 

high profile killings of Black men at the hands of police in recent years.  Between 2013 

and 2015, the stories of Eric Garner in New York, Michael Brown in Ferguson, MO, 

Freddie Gray in Baltimore, and Tamir Rice in Cleveland; all Black men and boys (Rice 

was only 12 years old) killed at the hands of police (The Associated Press, 2016), also 

became focusing events for the issue of police brutality and the connections between race 

and policing or, depending on the framing of the news article, race and criminality.  What 

sets these two cases apart from the others is the presence of visual evidence leading to a 

criminal charge. 

 In two of the three cases mentioned above, video evidence of the killing was 

made publicly available. Eric Garner was killed by a NYPD officer in Staten Island, NY 

on July 17, 2014.  The altercation between him and police allegedly began after he was 

accused of selling bootleg items and loose cigarettes on the city street.  The interaction 

between Garner and police became verbally hostile and NYPD Officer Daniel Pantaleo 

approached Garner from behind and placed him in a chokehold (Goodman et al., 2015).  

While Garner was in the Pantaleo’s choke and as he fell to his knees then fully prostrate 

on the ground, Garner can be seen and heard in cell phone video captured by a bystander 

yelling, “I can’t breathe” 11 times before he loses consciousness (Goodman & Moynihan, 

2015).  Officers did not perform CPR on Garner while he lay on the ground and he would 

be pronounced dead at the hospital about an hour later (Goodman & Moynihan, 2015).  

Though there was video evidence of Officer Pantaleo placing Garner in an illegal 

chokehold as well as the audio of Garner throughout the encounter yelling, “I can’t 

breathe,” a grand jury in NY’s Richmond County declined to indict Officer Pantaleo.  
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The shooting of Tamir Rice by Cleveland Police Officer, Patrolman Timothy Loehman 

on November 22, 2014 was another police involved shooting that received major national 

and international media coverage.  Two officers, Loehmann and Patrolman Fran 

Garmback, responded to a report of a black male pointing a pistol at random people in a 

park.  In surveillance video recovered from near the park, the officers are shown arriving 

at the park in their vehicles near Rice (Peterson, 2014; The Associated Press, 2015).  

Within two seconds of arriving and stepping out of his car, Patrolman Loehmann has 

already shot Rice (Logan, 2015).  Even with video evidence of the lack of hesitation 

Patrolman Loehmann showed when shooting Rice, the fact Rice was only 12 years old, 

and that Rice’s gun was actually a replica, a Cuyahoga county grand jury declined to 

indict Loehmann (Fantz, Almasy, & Shoichet, 2015). 

 Though the killing of both Rice and Garner were evidenced on video, the two 

officers who ended those lives were not not charged with killing them.  Thus the rationale 

for this investigation is apparent.  The cases of Walter Scott and Samuel Dubose are 

unique in that they show two cases very similar to others in recent history.  Yet, with 

these cases, there was an indictment after the video evidence became public.  Look at the 

case of Freddie Gray in Baltimore who died in police custody without video evidence of 

who was responsible.  As of this writing, two of the six officers who were charged with 

being responsible have been acquitted.  With Garner and Rice, there was video evidence 

and no indictment.  With Freddie Gray, there was no video but indictments with 

acquittals.  This forces us to ask what about the cases of Walter Scott and Samuel Dubose 

is different. 
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Significance of Cases 

 The media narratives of Scott and Dubose killings are different from the others 

just discussed.  In each of these cases, many of the same media practices discussed here 

in the dissertation were present.  Journalists attempted to portray the victims in each of 

these cases as somehow complicit in their own deaths (Peterson, 2014; The Associated 

Press, 2015).  Journalists asked if Tamir Rice, a 12-year-old, should be playing with toy 

guns (Peterson, 2014; The Associated Press, 2015).  They asked if the officers in that 

case should be given the benefit of the doubt because Rice was considered slightly tall for 

his age (Fantz et al., 2015).  Journalists asked what Freddie Gray and Eric Garner were 

doing to become involved with the police in the first place.  These narratives, however, 

were challenged on social media (Demby, 2016).  In Twitter conversations around the 

shootings, activists and people concerned made hashtags such as #handupdontshoot and 

#icantbreathe rallying cries for the BLM movement. 

Alternative Media as Challenge to Representations 

 The most telling aspect of the Scott and Dubose killings was the Twitter 

conversations seemed to have some impact on both the case itself and its coverage.  

Twitter and Facebook were crucial for activists and concerned participants in “Black 

Twitter” (Demby, 2016; Gambino, 2015; Kang, 2015).  The conversations they were 

having online served to dispute many of the problematic claims perpetuated by the 

mainstream news media.  Early in the analysis for this dissertation, a survey of the 

national news media conversations about these two killings for example seemed to show 

both Scott’s and Dubose’s killings received little national media coverage outside of 

North Charleston and Cincinnati, respectively.  However, this was not the case on social 
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media where people were asking why this was the case. To be more precise, as described 

in Chapters 4 and 5, the national news media did not cover these two killings much until 

it became widely known there was video evidence that the officer-supplied narratives 

presented in the media may not have been what actually happened.  This complaint is 

consistent with what users were saying about the media coverage around other instances 

of police killing Black men.  Take, for example, this November 2014 tweet about the 

media coverage of the Michael Brown shooting in Ferguson (see Figure 6.3; April, 

2014): 

Figure 6.3. Twitter response to CNN coverage of police brutality 

 Similar to the Ferguson case, activists and Black Twitter users were pessimistic 

with regard to mainstream media coverage of the Charleston and Cincinnati shootings.  

Prior to the release of the cell phone, dashboard camera, and body camera footage of 

these shootings, users questioned whether what was going on, as shown in the coverage, 

was really what happened.  Some took to Twitter to predict how the mediating process 

would play out. When the indictments did arrive, there was also social media publicity 
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and mixed expressions of relief and concern that the indictments would not lead to 

conviction, even in the wake of clear video evidence.  

Figure 6.4. Twitter commentary on the lack of Dubose coverage 

Alternative Media as a Check on Mainstream News Media 

 Alternative publications, namely Black publications, were critical of mainstream 

news media’s biases toward officials as the primary definers of the events of the cases.  

This was particularly important when discussing the guilt of the officers and the implied 

complicity of Dubose and Scott in their own deaths.  The Atlanta Black Star, wondered if 

the lies told by law enforcement officials and perpetuated by mainstream news media in 

the Walter Scott case coming to light implied there were similar cases where police 

officers may have killed Black men and gotten away with a lie (Chiles, 2015).  The 

publications framed this as a uniquely Black problem.  Chiles wrote in the Atlanta Black 

Star, for example, “When the power to construct the narrative is in the hands of law 
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enforcement, never will the final story be to the benefit of the Black man at the other end 

of the officer’s gun” (Chiles, 2015, para. 23). Here there is acknowledgement from the 

Black press that while the mainstream media may be the first to define police-involved 

shootings of Black men, their struggle to correct their story and their challenge by the 

Black press, itself, was assisted by the clear video evidence of the events. The Root noted 

Mitch Pugh, The Post and Courier’s executive editor, claimed his newspaper’s 

investigation into the Walter Scott shooting is something “it would not have done 

previously,” (Prince, 2015a, para. 33) following that up by saying, “The Post and Courier 

reported 3.9 percent journalists of color in the 2015 ASNE newsroom diversity census” 

(Prince, 2015a, para. 35).  

 The question of the diversity of The Post and Courier’s newsroom is an important 

question to ask.  Jenkins (2012) noted that contemporary initiatives and pushes for racial 

diversity in American newsrooms have occurred with the goal of fair representation of 

minority concerns.  As exemplified in the above discussion of photograph selection for 

Samuel Dubose in Cincinnati, Black perspectives in the newsroom could lead to more 

sympathetic portrayals of Black death at the hands of police. In the Cincinnati Enquirer 

case the newspaper initially published a mugshot of the victim alongside the official 

police photograph of the perpetrating officer; however, a Black journalist within the 

newsroom may have been instrumental in shifting the paper’s depiction of the victim to a 

photo supplied by the family. Along similar lines, alternative news website, All 

Digitocracy, asked why NBC’s Today show felt it was appropriate to broadcast, in the 

midst of their coverage of the Dubose case, a segment where a white news anchor role 
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played a scenario with a Black police officer about how people should behave in 

interactions with police officers: 

The Today Show’s Jeff Rossen is stuck in the reality that if you just do what the 
police say everything will be fine. Today’s Rossen Report reinforced the idea the 
fault in fatal encounters between police and civilians in traffic stops is always the 
fault of the dead citizen. Rossen’s clip was introduced with video from Sandra 
Bland’s encounter with Texas Trooper Brian Encinia (she later died under 
suspicious circumstances inside a Texas jail) and former University of Cincinnati 
officer Ray Tensing stopping Samuel Dubose.  Then Rossen goes into helpful 
mode ‘to demonstrate what you are required to do when the police pull you over.’ 
ANSWER: Provide your license and proof of insurance and get out of the car if 
instructed. In other words, if these people had just behaved, they would be alive. 
But how can he make such a claim?  The video of these stops has given America 
a glimpse [sic] driving while black.’ (J. M. Brown, 2015, para. 1) 

The argument here is this tone deaf coverage does more harm than good when well-

intended white journalists purport to discuss social phenomena unique to a Black 

perspective through their white lens.  J. M. Brown (2015) further argued: 

Somehow [the actual facts of the case contextualized around race] all escaped 
Rossen and his producers, since they thought it would be a good idea to explain to 
how behave [sic] when stopped.  The segment was inane journalism that offered 
nothing toward a constructive conversation.  Worse, it colored the news coverage, 
suggesting that both Bland and DuBose [sic] were responsible for their own 
deaths.” (J. M. Brown, 2015, para. 3) 

The lack of empathy in The Today Show’s coverage of Dubose’s killing can be seen here 

as being closely tied to another concept discussed in this dissertation; the assumption that 

Black men and women are to blame when we die in police custody. 

 The Atlanta Black Star challenged why mainstream news organizations felt 

comfortable repeatedly playing video footage of the shooting death of Dubose and Scott, 

often on a loop (A. Moore, 2015).  This question was asked in the context that 

mainstream news media avoided broadcasting the deaths of a Virginia news reporter who 

was shot on air, while questioning the lack of backlash at this inconsistency.   
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 Mainstream news media did cover the protests immediately following the release 

of the police reports framing the victims as aggressors.  However, this coverage discussed 

this commentary with the same framing they discussed the protests as existing prior to the 

protesters having the full story.  Finally, in both of these cases, activists challenged the 

early police narratives perpetuated by local and national media that portrayed Scott and 

Dubose as the aggressors and the officers as justified in shooting them.  During an April 

9, 2015 protest outside of Charleston, SC, for example, members of Black Lives Matter 

Charleston “criticized the media for ‘perpetuating falsehoods’ about the black community 

and accepting accounts offered by law enforcement as truth.” (CNN, 2015c, para. 6).  In 

Cincinnati, protestor Brian Taylor was included in The Cincinnati Enquirer coverage of 

the UCPD’s response after the shooting, “It’s not a surprise that they had called for 

stepped up harassing in working-class communities surrounding the university and it’s 

also not a surprise that they lied” (Murphy & Grasha, 2016). 

 In many ways then, this dissertation addresses the question of how, then, do Black 

Americans combat this system and counter the mainstream media’s presentations of 

racialized crime stories in a system of oppression rigged against Black victims of police 

violence?  American media is predominantly corporate and those media voices coming 

from the dominant corporate and government powers will seek to further the media status 

quo, which is pro-white/anti-Black, pro-corporate/anti-citizen, and otherwise promoting a 

capitalist hegemony “induc[ing] individuals to adapt to the social conditions of capitalist 

societies” (Kellner, 2002, para. 15).  However, there is also some evidence that Black 

voices or perspectives sensitive to the Black experience in this country may leak in to the 

narratives constructed by mainstream media. That is, in these cases of police-involved 
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shootings against Black American men, the hegemonic depictions of black male 

criminality and responsibility for the police-involved crime were not final. A discursive 

struggle ensued after the official police-provided narrative of events as mediated and 

accepted as initially true by the mainstream press was, in fact, uncovered to be false. 

Video evidence of the events that became public through the help of citizens and officer-

body camera evidence helped disrupt the initial news narrative. However, as Chapters 4 

and 5 detail, this disruption was given force by the insistent counter-narratives provided 

by family members, Black Lives Matter activists, and reporters in social and alternative 

media, the Black Press, and by national media outlets who challenged the initial local 

media depictions. The mainstream news outlets responded, often coopting and explaining 

the story to retain their agency as storytellers. This function and capacity suggests the  

Legitimate power of social media and networks to penetrate this larger mainstream media 

landscape; the power to change these mainstream news media storytelling norms may lie 

in role of social movement-supported alternative media spaces, including social media, 

calling out racist news storytelling practices, and stimulating and challenging mainstream 

news organizations to “get the story right.” 

 One limitation of this study is the focus on Black men as victims of police 

violence and the use of two case studies that depict unarmed Black men who were killed 

by police officers in 2015.  A reason for this is the amount of scholarship on the 

associations between criminality and media representations of Black masculinity.  

However, instances of Black women being victims of police violence or dying in police 

custody exist as reason these racist media constructions should be addressed.  When 

discussing these issues, a particular attention to a feminist perspective on race should be 
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paid so that the intersectionality of race and gender can be addressed in only the way a 

feminist perspective can. 

Limitation: Blackness and Media from a Feminist Perspective 

 The intersectionality between race and gender is an important benefit of a feminist 

perspective on media discourses.  Authors like bell hooks and Patricia Hill-Collins are 

two Black scholars championing the recognition of these compounding oppressions.  

hooks (1984, 1989, 2014) was additionally influential in setting up a modern Black 

feminist perspective on issues of media representation.  In “The Oppositional Gaze,” 

hooks (2003) discussed how in talking with Black women, there was a consistent 

perception that American media did little to attempt to portray Blackness, particularly 

Black femaleness, “that most of the women I talked to were adamant that they never went 

to the movies expecting to see compelling representations of black femaleness.  They 

were all acutely aware of cinematic racism—it’s cinematic erasure of black womanhood” 

(p. 96).  Springer (2007) conducted a survey of recent pop culture representations of 

Black women and found feminist and post-feminist movements can do a great deal to 

challenge these images.  To combat these problematic representations, scholars have 

offered a contemporary Black feminism that poses a challenge to both racism and 

patriarchy (Collins, 2004, 2006). 

 Considering this dissertation focuses on two police-involved shootings of Black 

males and how those shootings were discussed in the social movement discourse of a 

movement started by Black women (Garza, 2014), it would make sense to include a 

feminist perspective focusing on the associations between representations of Black 

female criminality in the literature.  Collins and hooks’ research clearly serves the 
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purpose of highlighting the importance of intersectionality when discussing unjust social 

structures and institutions, which is a clear area for future research.  Speaking specifically 

to the Black Lives Matter movement, Mayo (2015) noted the movement’s focus on 

intersectionality has been present throughout its existence, “Ferguson protesters insisted 

on the recognition of the particular racialization of that police state […] and insisted on a 

strong intersectional understanding of what the diversity of Black lives are” (p. 247).  

This gives hope the movement has potential to sustain longer than social movements that 

have preceded due to this heightened awareness of how the specific structures (namely, 

the police state) the movement is protesting subjugates and marginalizes Black men and 

Black women.  Additionally, Embrick (2015) argued we need to make intersectionality a 

focal point in discussions of race and criminality; that focusing solely on race can ignore 

the dual oppressions Black women face when put in similar situations as the Black men 

discussed in the case studies under analysis in this dissertation.  Black feminist critique 

positions itself at a unique point in the academic social justice landscape.  There is an 

acknowledgement in the literature that Black women have been ignored both in the 

critical race scholarship that privileges minority men as the individual sites of action and 

feminist scholarship that privileges white women’s perspective (Brooks & Hébert, 2006). 

 From the perspective of intersectional research on gender and race in media, 

examining the role social and new media plays, and the ability of Black feminists to 

mobilize, is also an important area of concern.  Looking at the role social and new media 

has played in the ability of Black feminists to mobilize, Rapp, Button, Fleury-Steiner, and 

Fleury-Steiner (2010) have demonstrated how new media may be utilized to give Black 

women the voice and opportunity to perpetuate and promote discourse supporting 
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feminist causes on a broader scale and reach a greater audience.  That line of research 

combined with the current dissertation’s study provide scholarly evidence that social 

movement discourse may indeed disrupt and gain publicity in mainstream media and 

alternative media systems.  They argue segmentation within social media spheres of 

influence can become communities of their own for Black women to have discussions in 

spaces they feel safe and accepted.  This necessitates the inclusion of Black feminist 

discourse as well as potentially a study examining the issues of this dissertation entirely 

from a feminist lens. 

Conclusion 

 I began this dissertation lamenting the existence of fears Black men have of 

interactions with law enforcement.  Being a Black male in the United States means living 

in a reality where police-involved killings of Black men and the destruction of our bodies 

by police and authority figures is sanctioned.  American mainstream news media are 

often not sympathetic to this plight nor do media recognize the legitimacy of our fears or 

publicize them in media reports.  For the shooting deaths of Walter Scott and Samuel 

Dubose, the mainstream news media constructed narratives supporting the notion these 

men were somehow complicit in their own demise.  These news reports operating from 

the assumption the officers who killed them were justified in fearing for their life and 

shooting these unarmed men reinforce notions of an inherent association between Black 

men and criminality; that a police officer’s fears of what a violent Black suspect may do 

to him are more likely to be realized than the fears a police officer may assault or murder 

an unarmed Black man.  In this racist media environment police officers who kill 

unarmed Black men are often afforded the benefit of the doubt while their news routines 
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produce stories that malign the reputation of the men these officers killed.  In the two 

case studies considered in this dissertation, it took the attention of family members, social 

protestors, and near-indisputable evidence contradicting the initial reports from law 

enforcement to challenge these initial media depictions.  The evidence presented in this 

analysis also provides support that news media perpetuate dominant hegemonic 

discourses wherein race, particularly Blackness, is understood only within the context of 

its relation to other concepts.  The role Blackness plays in these news reports is to 

legitimize both the actions of the officers and the mainstream media’s racist 

representations of the men killed by police. 

 This dissertation also details how the racist power structures of the mainstream 

mass media offer a great many complications and barriers for social movement activism 

and political involvement; two goals of social movement and alternative media discourse 

according to Downing (2008).  However, the availability and reach afforded social 

movement discourse through the utilization of social media platforms can take back some 

of that power.  There is evidence presented in Chapters 4, 5, and 6 that Twitter and other 

social media tools gave voice to individuals and groups who otherwise would not have 

had the ability to define and construct their own counter narratives to the dominant 

discourses perpetuated in mainstream mass media.  This benefit is uniquely 21st century 

in what is afforded modern social movements compared to the tools available to members 

of social movements prior to the digital era. 

 Finally, the dissertation established how mainstream news media outlets rely 

heavily on the input their official sources can provide.  This process of news assimilation 

gives and inherent assumption of honesty and trustworthiness to the police reports 
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detailing a violent Black male attempting to harm a police officer and that officer’s 

response with force justified in allowing that officer to protect himself.  However, one of 

the conclusions drawn from analysis of the shifting discourses of the cases is that the 

mainstreaming of the social media commentary from activists and Black social media can 

have a chance at changing these hegemonic constructions.  This is possibly the most 

optimistic perspective of the possibility of changing these racist constructions of 

Blackness and crime presented and represented in mainstream U.S. news media. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copyright © Alfred J. Cotton III 2016



 

 149 

References 
 

Adams, E. L. (2015, November 14). More scrutiny, better policing. The New York Times, 
p. A23.  

Aday, S., Livingston, S., & Hebert, M. (2005). Embedding the truth a cross-cultural 
analysis of objectivity and television coverage of the Iraq War. The Harvard 
International Journal of Press/Politics, 10(1), 3-21.  

Adoni, H., & Mane, S. (1984). Media and the social construction of reality toward an 
integration of theory and research. Communication Research, 11(3), 323-340.  

Allen, D., & Cohen, C. (2015, April 12). The redefined rights movement. The 
Washington Post, p. A19.  

Alysen, B. (2009). Reporting in the 'new media' environment: How today's television 
journalists are recycling work practices of the past. Global Media Journal: 
Australian Edition, 3(2), 1-12.  

Anderson, J. A. (1993). The role of interpretation in communication theory. In N. 
Metallinos (Ed.), Verbo-visual literacy: Understanding and applying new 
educational communication media technologies. Delphi, Greece: International 
Symposium of International Visual Literacy Association. 

Anderson, J. A. (1996). Communication theory: Epistemological foundations. New York: 
Guilford Press. 

Andrews, K. T. (1997). The impacts of social movements on the political process: The 
civil rights movement and black electoral politics in Mississippi. American 
Sociological Review, 800-819.  

April. [@ReignOfApril]. (2014, November 25). McCulloch & @donlemon want to 
blame social media. Retweet this if the FIRST time you heard about #MikeBrown 
& #Ferguson was on social media. [Tweet]. Retrieved from 
https://twitter.com/reignofapril/status/537313371788681217 

Apuzzo, M., & Williams, T. (2015, April 9). Citizen's Videos Raise Questions on Police 
Claims. The New York Times, p. 1.  

Associated Press. (2015a, July 21). Fatal shooting of black driver under investigation in 
Ohio. The Washington Post, p. A03.  

Associated Press. (2015b). University of Cincinnati police officer fatally shoots man. 
Associated Press.  

Associated Press. (2016, January 26). Taser used when black motorist killed to be tested 
again. Fox News Network.  

Atton, C., & Wickenden, E. (2005). Sourcing routines and representation in alternative 
journalism: A case study approach. Journalism Studies, 6(3), 347-359.  

Ayala, M. E. Perceptions of the Police and Racial Profiling Involved in the Eric Garner 
Case.   

Back, L., & Solomos, J. (2002). Race, politics and social change. London: Routledge. 
Bajpai, K., & Jaiswal, A. (2011). A framework for analyzing collective action events on 

Twitter. Paper presented at the Proceedings of the 8th International ISCRAM 
Conference, Lisbon, Portugal. 

Bantz, P. (2015, August 18). Columbia lawyer: Media too focused on race in police 
shootings.  



 

 150 

Barkan, S. E., & Cohn, S. F. (2005). Why whites favor spending more money to fight 
crime: The role of racial prejudice. Social Problems, 52(2), 300-314.  

Barrett, J. (2015, July 31). Ex-Officer Pleads Not Guilty in Motorist's Death. The Wall 
Street Journal, p. 3.  

Beaudoin, C. E., & Thorson, E. (2006). The Social Capital of Blacks and Whites: 
Differing Effects of the Mass Media in the United States. Human Communication 
Research, 32(2), 157-177. doi:10.1111/j.1468-2958.2006.00007.x 

Belton, D. C. (2015, August). How to burn what can’t catch fire: An unfinished history of 
the digital fight against racism. The Root. Retrieved from 
http://www.theroot.com/articles/culture/2015/08/_blacklivesmatter_civil_rights_a
nd_how_to_burn_what_can_t_catch_fire.html 

Benford, R. D., & Snow, D. A. (2000). Framing processes and social movements: An 
overview and assessment. Annual Review of Sociology, 26, 611-639. 
doi:10.2307/223459 

Bennett, W. L., & Lawrence, R. G. (1995). News icons and the mainstreaming of social 
change. Journal of Communication, 45(3), 20-39.  

Bennett, W. L., Lawrence, R. G., & Livingston, S. (2006). None dare call it torture: 
Indexing and the limits of press independence in the Abu Ghraib scandal. Journal 
of Communication, 56(3), 467-485.  

Berkowitz, D. (1987). TV News Sources and News Channels: A Study in Agenda-
Building. Journalism Quarterly, 64, 508-513.  

Berman, A. P., & Mark. (2015, July 31). Former policeman pleads not guilty. The 
Washington Post, p. A02.  

Berman, M., & Lowery, W. (2015, April 9). North Charleston police to wear body 
cameras. The Washington Post, p. A01.  

Berman, M., Lowery, W., & Kindy, K. (2015, April 8). S.C. officer charged in black 
man's killing. The Washington Post, p. A01.  

Berman, M., Wesley, L., & Guarino, M. (2015, November 25). Officer charged in teen's 
death. The Washington Post, p. A01.  

Bhaskar, R. (2009). Scientific realism and human emancipation. New York: Routledge. 
Bik, H. M., & Goldstein, M. C. (2013). An introduction to social media for scientists. 

PLoS Biol, 11(4), e1001535.  
Birkland, T., & Warnement, M. (2013). Defining, Explaining, and Testing the Role of 

Focusing Events in Agenda Change: 30 Years of Focusing Event Theory. Paper 
presented at the APSA 2013 Annual Meeting Paper. 

Birkland, T. A. (1997). After disaster: Agenda setting, public policy, and focusing events. 
Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press. 

Birkland, T. A. (1998). Focusing events, mobilization, and agenda setting. Journal of 
public policy, 18(01), 53-74.  

Bjornstrom, E. E. (2015). Race-ethnicity, nativity, neighbourhood context and reports of 
unfair treatment by police. Ethnic and Racial Studies, 38(12), 2019-2036.  

Blakely, R. (2015, July 31). Officer is charged with black motorist's murder. The Times 
(London), p. 36.  

Blinder, A. (2016, January 5). Former Officer Is Free on Bond Pending Trial in Man's 
Death. The New York Times, p. 13.  



 

 151 

Blinder, A., & Santora, M. (2015, April 9). Officer who killed Walter Scott is fired, and 
police chief denounces shooting. The New York Times. Retrieved from 
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/09/us/walter-scott-shooting-video-stopped-
case-from-being-swept-under-rug-family-says.html 

Blinder, A., & Williams, T. (2015, June 9). Ex-South Carolina officer is indicted in 
shooting death of black man. The New York Times, p. 12.  

Blow, C. M. (2015, April 13). Walter Scott Is Not on Trial. The New York Times, p. 19.  
Boughton, M. (2015a, May 4). Coalition for Reform: ‘We will not stand down,’ on goals 

in wake of Scott killing. The Post And Courier. Retrieved from 
http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20150504/PC16/150509704/coalition-for-
reform-x2018-we-will-not-stand-down-x2019-on-goals-in-wake-of-scott-killing 

Boughton, M. (2015b, June 8). Coalition proposes North Charleston reforms: ‘We want 
to build trust and legitimacy’. The Post And Courier. Retrieved from 
http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20150608/PC16/150609356/coalition-
proposes-north-charleston-reforms-x2018-we-want-to-build-trust-and-legitimacy-
x2019 

Boughton, M. (2015c, April 5). Family of man shot by North Charleston officer: 'All we 
want is the truth'. The Post And Courier. Retrieved from 
http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20150405/PC16/150409588 

Bowling, B. (1993). Racial harassment and the process of victimization: Conceptual and 
methodological implications for the local crime survey. British Journal of 
Criminology, 33(2), 231-250.  

Bowman, L. (2008). Re-Examining “Gatekeeping”. Journalism Practice, 2(1), 99-112. 
doi:10.1080/17512780701768550 

Bradford, B., Jackson, J., & Stanko, E. A. (2009). Contact and confidence: Revisiting the 
impact of public encounters with the police. Policing & Society, 19(1), 20-46.  

Brooks, D. E., & Hébert, L. P. (2006). Gender, race, and media representation Handbook 
of gender and communication (Vol. 16, pp. 297-317). Thousand Oaks, CA: 
SAGE. 

Brown, G. R. (2015). The Blue Line on thin ice: Police use of force modifications in the 
era of cameraphones and YouTube. British Journal of Criminology.  

Brown, J. D., Bybee, C. R., Wearden, S. T., & Straughan, D. M. (1987). Invisible power: 
Newspaper news sources and the limits of diversity. Journalism & Mass 
Communication Quarterly, 64(1), 45-54.  

Brown, J. M. (2015, July 30). NBC News shows how NOT to cover controversial police 
deaths of unarmed black people. All Digitocracy. Retrieved from 
http://alldigitocracy.org/nbc-shows-how-not-to-cover-controversial-police-deaths-
of-unarmed-black-people/ 

Bruns, A., & Burgess, J. (2012). Researching news discussion on Twitter: New 
methodologies. Journalism Studies, 13(5-6), 801-814.  

Brunson, R. K., Braga, A. A., Hureau, D. M., & Pegram, K. (2013). We trust you, but not 
that much: Examining police–black clergy partnerships to reduce youth violence. 
Justice Quarterly(ahead-of-print), 1-31.  

Buchanan, R. T. (2015, April 8). Walter Scott killing: Timeline of events in South 
Carolina captured before, during and after video of shooting by officer Michael 
Slager. The Independent (London). Retrieved from 



 

 152 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/walter-scott-murder-
timeline-of-events-in-south-carolina-captured-before-during-and-after-video-of-
10161573.html 

CNN (Producer), Bystander Who Shot Video Steps Forward; City Officials Face Angry 
Crowd; Boston Marathon Bomber Found Guilty; President Obama Travels To 
Jamaica; Kerry: U.S. Will Side Against Iran In Yemen; Severe Weather Rips 
Through Midwest; Stock Futures Point Lower. (2015a, April 9). Early Start 
[Television broadcast]. 

Callahan, Y. (2015, July 30). News Outlets Prove, Once Again, Their Photo Bias When It 
Comes to Black People Being Killed. The Root. Retrieved from 
http://www.theroot.com/blog/the-
grapevine/news_outlets_prove_once_again_their_photo_bias_when_it_comes_to
_black_people/ 

Campbell, P. (2012). Policing race: A case study of media coverage of police shootings. 
(Unpublished master's thesis), York University Toronto, Toronto, ON.    

Carlson, M. (2009). Dueling, dancing, or dominating? Journalists and their sources. 
Sociology Compass, 3(4), 526-542.  

Chaney, C., & Robertson, R. V. (2013). Racism and police brutality in America. Journal 
of African American Studies, 17(4), 480-505.  

Chaney, C., & Robertson, R. V. (2014). "Can we all get along?" Blacks' historical and 
contemporary (in)justice with law enforcement. Western Journal of Black Studies, 
38(2), 108.  

Chaney, C., & Robertson, R. V. (2015). Armed and dangerous? An examination of fatal 
shootings of unarmed black people by police. The Journal of Pan African Studies, 
8(4), 45.  

NPR (Producer), Charleston, S.C., Church Formed Around Anti-Slavery Movement. 
(2015a, June 18). All Things Considered [Radio Broadcast]. 

Chiles, N. (2015, April 9). The Walter Scott Killing Begs the Question, How Many Other 
Police Officers Have Lied After Killing Black People? Atlanta Black Star. 
Retrieved from http://atlantablackstar.com/2015/04/09/the-walter-scott-killing-
begs-the-question-how-many-other-police-have-lied-after-killing-black-people/ 

Chiricos, T., & Eschholz, S. (2002). The Racial and Ethnic Typification of Crime and 
The Criminal Typification of Race and Ethnicity in Local Television News. 
Journal of research in crime and delinquency, 39(4), 400-420. 
doi:10.1177/002242702237286 

Chistyakova, Y., & Robertson, A. (2012). Youtube cops and power without limits: 
Understanding police violence in 21st century Russia. The Journal of Power 
Institutions in Post-Soviet Societies. Pipss. org(13).  

Clark, A. (2015, October 6). Bamboozled: Spike Lee's masterpiece on race in America is 
as relevant as ever; On the 15th anniversary of the film's release, critic Ashley 
Clark argues in an excerpt from his forthcoming book that the satire is 
frighteningly prescient, with its impact being seen from reality show Real 
Housewives to the Fox hit Empire.  

Clay, A. (2012). The hip-hop generation fights back: Youth, activism and post-Civil 
Rights politics. New York: NYU Press. 



 

 153 

Clayman, S. E., Heritage, J., Elliott, M. N., & McDonald, L. L. (2007). When does the 
watchdog bark? Conditions of aggressive questioning in presidential news 
conferences. American Sociological Review, 72(1), 23-41.  

CNN (Producer). (2015b, July 21). Police Officer Kills Man During Traffic Stop.  
Coates, T.-N. (2015, October). The black family in the age of mass incarceration. The 

Atlantic. 
Coffey, A. J. (2013). Representing Ourselves: Ethnic Representation in America's 

Television Newsrooms. Howard Journal of Communications, 24(2), 154-177. 
doi:10.1080/10646175.2013.776385 

Collins, P. H. (2004). Black sexual politics: African Americans, gender, and the new 
racism. New York: Routledge. 

Collins, P. H. (2006). From black power to hip hop: Racism, nationalism, and feminism. 
Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press. 

Coolidge, S. (2015, August 3). CPD body cams could come by next summer. Cincinnati 
Enquirer. Retrieved from 
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2015/08/03/cincinnati-police-body-
cameras/31059601/ 

Coretta. [@NappyMetanoia]. (2015, July 29). Out of all the pictures you could've gotten 
for Mr. Dubose, you chose his mugshot. How noble. [Tweet]. Retrieved from 
https://twitter.com/NappyMetanoia/status/626470151102308352 

Cornwell, L. (2015a). Campus cop who shot motorist rated well on traffic duties. 
Associated Press.  

Cornwell, L. (2015b, August 7). Deters' comments in DuBose case draw critics. The 
Cincinnati Enquirer. Retrieved from 
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/politics/2015/08/07/deters-comments-
dubose-case-draw-critics/31299359/ 

Correll, J., Park, B., Judd, C. M., Wittenbrink, B., Sadler, M. S., & Keesee, T. (2007). 
Across the thin blue line: police officers and racial bias in the decision to shoot. 
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 92(6), 1006.  

Cotter, C. (2008). Discourse and media. In D. Schiffrin, D. Tannen, & H. E. Hamilton 
(Eds.), The handbook of discourse analysis (pp. 416-436): John Wiley & Sons. 

Cox, A. M. (2015, August 23). Bernie Sanders Has Heard About That Hashtag. The New 
York Times, p. 54.  

Crump, B. (2015, March 4). I'm disappointed, but not surprised. USA Today, p. 7A.  
Cumming-Bruce, N. (2015, May 12). U.S. Must Do More on Civil Rights, Officials 

Agree. The New York Times.  
Dang, N. T. (2015). Know your rights and police misconduct: A case study of organizers' 

perceptions of community-based work. CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, 
LONG BEACH.    

Davis, P. L. (1994). Rodney King and the decriminalization of police brutality in 
America: Direct and judicial access to the grand jury as remedies for victims of 
police brutality when the prosecutor declines to prosecute. Maryland Law Review, 
53, 271-357.  

Demby, G. (2016, March 2). Combing Through 41 Million Tweets To Show How 
#BlackLivesMatter Exploded. NPR.org. Retrieved from 



 

 154 

http://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2016/03/02/468704888/combing-
through-41-million-tweets-to-show-how-blacklivesmatter-exploded 

Dixon, C. (2015, September 12). Ex-Officer Seeks Bond in Shooting Death of Walter 
Scott. The New York Times.  

Dixon, T. L. (2007). Black Criminals and White Officers: The Effects of Racially 
Misrepresenting Law Breakers and Law Defenders on Television News. Media 
Psychology, 10(2), 270-291. doi:10.1080/15213260701375660 

Dixon, T. L. (2008a). Crime news and racialized beliefs: Understanding the relationship 
between local news viewing and perceptions of African Americans and crime. 
Journal of Communication, 58(1), 106-125.  

Dixon, T. L. (2008b). Network News and Racial Beliefs: Exploring the Connection 
Between National Television News Exposure and Stereotypical Perceptions of 
African Americans. Journal of Communication, 58(2), 321-337. 
doi:10.1111/j.1460-2466.2008.00387.x 

Dixon, T. L. (2013). “He Was A Black Guy”: How The News Continues To Create Fear 
Of Blacks Race/Gender/Class/Media (pp. 24). 

Dixon, T. L., & Azocar, C. L. (2007). Priming Crime and Activating Blackness: 
Understanding the Psychological Impact of the Overrepresentation of Blacks as 
Lawbreakers on Television News. Journal of Communication, 57(2), 229-253. 
doi:10.1111/j.1460-2466.2007.00341.x 

Dowler, K. (2003). Media consumption and public attitudes toward crime and justice: 
The relationship between fear of crime, punitive attitudes, and perceived police 
effectiveness. Journal of Criminal Justice and Popular Culture, 10(2), 109-126.  

Dowler, K., & Zawilski, V. (2007). Public perceptions of police misconduct and 
discrimination: Examining the impact of media consumption. Journal of Criminal 
Justice, 35(2), 193-203.  

Downing, J. D. H. (2008). Social movement theories and alternative media: An 
evaluation and critique. Communication, Culture & Critique, 1(1), 40-50.  

Downing, J. D. H. (2014). Social Movement Media in the Process of Constructive Social 
Change. The Handbook of Development Communication and Social Change, 329-
350.  

Downing, J. D. H., & Husband, C. (2005). Representing race: Racisms, ethnicity and the 
media. London: SAGE. 

Durham, M. G., & Kellner, D. (2006). Media and cultural studies: Keyworks (Vol. 2): 
Wiley-Blackwell. 

Dvorak, P. (2015, August 7). The 'Black' adds meaning to 'Lives Matter'. The Washington 
Post, p. B01.  

Edmonds, L. (2015). Unarmed black driver shot dead after traffic stop. The Evening 
Standard (London).  

Edwards, J. A. (2003). The transcription of discourse. In D. Schiffrin, D. Tannen, & H. E. 
Hamilton (Eds.), The handbook of discourse analysis (pp. 321): John Wiley & 
Sons. 

Edwards, J. A., & Lampert, M. D. (1993). Transcription and coding in discourse 
research: Hilldale: Lawrence Erlbaum. 

Elmore, C. (2015, April 9). Black Lives Matter calls for citizen review board in wake of 
Walter Scott death. The Post And Courier. Retrieved from 



 

 155 

http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20150409/PC16/150409302/black-lives-
matter-calls-for-citizen-review-board-in-wake-of-walter-scott-death 

Elmore, C., & MacDougall, D. (2015, April 4). Man shot and killed by North Charleston 
police officer after traffic stop; SLED investigating. The Post And Courier. 
Retrieved from 
http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20150404/PC16/150409635 

Embrick, D. G. (2015). Minimizing the roots of a racialized social system: Ignoring 
gender—lethal policing and why we must talk more, not less, about race and 
gender. Paper presented at the Sociological Forum. 

Entman, R., & Rojecki, A. (2000). The Black image in the White mind: Race and media 
in America: Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Entman, R. M. (1993). Framing: Toward clarification of a fractured paradigm. Journal of 
Communication, 43(4), 51-58.  

Ericson, R. V., Baranek, P. M., & Chan, J. B. L. (1989). Negotiating control: A study of 
news sources: University of Toronto Press. 

Ericson, R. V., Baranek, P. M., & Chan, J. B. L. (1991). Representing order: Crime, law, 
and justice in the news media: University of Toronto Press. 

CNN (Producer), Erin Burnett Outront. (2015c, April 7). Erin Burnett Outfront. 
Evans, N. (2015, July 31). Cincinnati shooting: New bodycam footage shows aftermath 

of police killing of unarmed black man; Samuel DuBose , 43, was shot in the back 
of the head by police officer Ray Tensing after being pulled over for a missing 
licence plate.  

Ewart, J., Cokley, J., & Coats, P. (2004). Sourcing the news: Teaching journalism 
students different approaches to sourcing practices. Asia Pacific Media 
Educator(15), 33.  

Fairclough, N. (2001). Critical discourse analysis as a method in social scientific 
research. In R. Wodak & M. Meyer (Eds.), Methods of critical discourse analysis 
(pp. 121-139). London: SAGE. 

Fantz, A., Almasy, S., & Shoichet, C. E. (2015, December 28). Tamir Rice shooting: No 
charges for officers. CNN.com. Retrieved from 
http://www.cnn.com/2015/12/28/us/tamir-rice-shooting/ 

Fears, D., & Tacopino, J. (2015, April 10). Fateful bid to escape dash vid shows cop 
stopping man he'll kill. The New York Post, p. 15.  

Felton, R. (2015a, July 23). Cincinnati mayor pledges reform after fatal shooting during 
traffic stop; Mayor John Cranley held a press conference after Officer Ray 
Tensing shot Samuel Dubose, who was driving without a license plate, in the 
head. The Guardian.  

Felton, R. (2015b, August 13). Cincinnati promises reform after Samuel DuBose's death 
but a family demands answers; Officer Ray Tensing shot DuBose in head on 19 
July as outcry intensifies over bodycam footage being withheld pending outcome 
of investigation.  

Felton, R. (2015c, July 31). Samuel DuBose killing: officer pleads not guilty as protesters 
focus on colleagues; Ray Tensing appears in handcuffs as judge imposes $1m 
bondProtesters call for action against Tensing's colleagues at scene of shooting.  

Felton, R. (2015d, September 11). Samuel DuBose shooting was due to 'critical errors in 
judgment', report finds; Fatal shooting of an unarmed black man by a former 



 

 156 

University of Cincinnati officer was a result of 'poor police tactics', according to 
an independent review. The Guardian.  

Fernandez, M. (2015, April 18). After shooting, scrutiny turns to 2nd officer. The New 
York Times, p. 1.  

Fine, M., Freudenberg, N., Payne, Y., Perkins, T., Smith, K., & Wanzer, K. (2003). 
“Anything can happen with police around”: Urban youth evaluate strategies of 
surveillance in public places. Journal of Social Issues, 59(1), 141-158.  

Fishman, D. A. (1999). ValuJet Flight 592: Crisis communication theory blended and 
extended. Communication Quarterly, 47(4), 345-375.  

Fishman, M. (1980). Manufacturing the news. Austin, TX: University of texas Press. 
Franzosi, R. (1987). The press as a source of socio-historical data: Issues in the 

methodology of data collection from newspapers. Historical Methods: A Journal 
of Quantitative and Interdisciplinary History, 20(1), 5-16.  

Fujioka, Y. (2005). Black Media Images as a Perceived Threat to African American 
Ethnic Identity: Coping Responses, Perceived Public Perception, and Attitudes 
Towards Affirmative Action. Journal of Broadcasting & Electronic Media, 49(4), 
450-467. doi:10.1207/s15506878jobem4904_6 

Gabbidon, S. L., & Higgins, G. E. (2008). The role of race/ethnicity and race relations on 
public opinion related to the treatment of blacks by the police. Police Quarterly.  

Gambino, L. (2015, November 25). Protesters take to Chicago streets after Laquan 
McDonald video released - live; 

Chicago police release dashcam video of Laquan McDonald shootingProtesters 
gather in Minneapolis after five demonstrators were shotJamar Clark was killed 
by police in Minneapolis earlier this month. The Guardian.  
Gambino, L., & Felton, R. (2015, July 31). Campus police: different badges, different 

uniforms, but same deadly force; Campus police departments in America grew 
from the student-activist unrest of the 1960s and 1970s that culminated in the 
shooting deaths of four students at Kent State University - and their officers are 
fully armed servants of the law.  

Gamson, W. A. (1989). News as framing comments on Graber. American Behavioral 
Scientist, 33(2), 157-161.  

Gamson, W. A. (1992). Talking politics: Cambridge University Press. 
Gann, J. (2015). Incident Report. (2015011011). North Charleston, SC. 
Garcia, V. (2007). Driving while black. Battleground: Criminal Justice, 211.  
Garza, A. (2014). A herstory of the# blacklivesmatter movement by Alicia Garza. The 

Feminist Wire.  
Gay, R. (2015, October 31). Where are black children safe?; Contributing Writer. 

International New York Times, p. 8.  
Gay, R., & Staff. (2015, October 30). Where are black children safe? The New York 

Times, p. 27.  
Geiger-Oneto, S., & Phillips, S. (2008). Driving While Black. Journal of Ethnicity in 

Criminal Justice.  
Gelman, A., Fagan, J., & Kiss, A. (2007). An analysis of the New York City police 

department's “stop-and-frisk” policy in the context of claims of racial bias. 
Journal of the American Statistical Association, 102(479).  



 

 157 

Gerbner, G., Gross, L., Morgan, M., & Signorielli, N. (1984). Political correlates of 
television viewing. Public Opinion Quarterly, 48(1B), 283-300.  

Glassner, B. (1999). The culture of fear: Why Americans are afraid of the wrong things. 
New York: Basic Books. 

Glover, K. S. (2007). Police discourse on racial profiling. Journal of Contemporary 
Criminal Justice, 23(3), 239-247.  

Goodman, A., & Moynihan, D. (2015, August 2). Samuel Dubose's murder inspires 
thousands to act. Eureka Times-Standard (California), p. 5.  

Goodman, J. D., Baker, A., Mueller, B., Schweber, N., Weiser, B., Cho, E., & 
Delaquérière, A. (2015, June 14). Beyond the Chokehold. The New York Times, p. 
1.  

Grasha, K., & Coolidge, S. (2015, July 31). Former UC officer Tensing posts bond. The 
Cincinnati Enquirer. Retrieved from 
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2015/07/30/tensing-arraignment-
scheduled-thursday/30870405/ 

Graziano, L., Schuck, A., & Martin, C. (2010). Police misconduct, media coverage, and 
public perceptions of racial profiling: An experiment. Justice Quarterly, 27(1), 
52-76.  

Greene, G., & The Associated Press. (2015, July 30). Star-News (Wilmington, Nc), p. 10.  
Hale, H. E. (2013). Explaining Moldova’s ‘Twitter Revolution That Wasn’t.’. Retrieved 

from 
http://www.gwu.edu/~ieresgwu/assets/docs/ponars/Hale_WorkingPaper_March20
13.pdf 

Hall, A. L. (2015, July 24). OPINION: Black lives matter? Sandra Bland is an example, 
not a martyr. Caribbean News Now Grand Cayman Islands.  

Hall, S. (1980). Culture, media, language. University of Birmingham: Hutchinson. 
Hall, S. (1985). Signification, representation, ideology: Althusser and the post‐

structuralist debates. Critical Studies in Media Communication, 2(2), 91-114.  
Hall, S. (1991). Ethnicity: Identity and difference. Radical America, 23(4), 9-20.  
Hall, S. (1993). What is this" black" in black popular culture? Social Justice, 20(1/2 (51-

52), 104-114.  
Hall, S. (1996a). Cultural identity and cinematic representation. Black British cultural 

studies: A reader, 210-222.  
Hall, S. (1996b). New ethnicities. Stuart Hall: Critical dialogues in cultural studies, 441-

449.  
Hall, S. (1997). Representation: Cultural representations and signifying practices (Vol. 

2). London: SAGE. 
Hall, S., Critcher, C., Jefferson, T., Clarke, J., & Roberts, B. (2013). Policing the crisis: 

Mugging, the state and law and order. London: Palgrave Macmillan. 
Harcup, T. (2003). The unspoken-said'the journalism of alternative media. Journalism, 

4(3), 356-376.  
Harris, D. A. (1997a, March 11). Driving while black: Unequal protection under the law. 

Chicago Tribune.  
Harris, D. A. (1997b). "Driving while black" and all other traffic offenses: The Supreme 

Court and pretextual traffic stops. Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology, 
544-582.  



 

 158 

Harris, D. A. (1999). The stories, the statistics, and the law: Why driving while black 
matters. Minnesota Law Review, 84, 265.  

Harris, F. C. (2015). The Next Civil Rights Movement? Dissent, 62(3), 34-40.  
Harris, K. M. (2006). Boys, boyz, bois: An ethics of black masculinity in film and popular 

media. New York: Routledge. 
Herman, E. S., & Chomsky, N. (2010). Manufacturing consent: The political economy of 

the mass media: Random House. 
Hermida, A. (2013). #Journalism: Reconfiguring journalism research about Twitter, one 

tweet at a time. Digital Journalism, 1(3), 295-313.  
Herzog, H. (1987). Minor Parties: The Relevancy Perspective. Comparative Politics, 

19(3), 317-329.  
Hirschfield, P. J., & Simon, D. (2010). Legitimating police violence Newspaper 

narratives of deadly force. Theoretical Criminology, 14(2), 155-182.  
Hjelmslev, L. (1961). Prolegomena to a theory of language (F. J. Whitfield, Trans.). 

Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. 
Holmes, M. D., & Smith, B. W. (2008). Race and police brutality: Roots of an urban 

dilemma. Albany, NY: SUNY Press. 
hooks, b. (1984). Feminist theory from margin to center. Cambridge, MA: South End 

Press. 
hooks, b. (1989). Talking back: Thinking feminist, thinking black. Cambridge, MA: South 

End Press. 
hooks, b. (2003). The oppositional gaze: Black female spectators. In A. Jones (Ed.), The 

feminism and visual culture reader (pp. 107-118). New York: Routledge. 
hooks, b. (2013). Understanding patriarchy. Louisville Anarchist Federation. Louisville 

Lending Library.  
hooks, b. (2014). Ain't I a woman: Black women and feminism (2 ed.). New York: 

Routledge. 
Horn, D., & Brennan, P. (2015, July 29). UC closed, city prepares for DuBose shooting 

decision, video, Online. The Cincinnati Enquirer. Retrieved from 
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2015/07/29/prosecutor-discuss-dubose-
shooting-today/30822025/ 

Horn, D., & Sparling, H. (2015, September 14). UC report: Sam DuBose shooting 
'entirely preventable'. The Cincinnati Enquirer. Retrieved from 
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2015/09/11/uc-release-new-dubose-
shooting-report/72058718/ 

Howie, M. (2015, July 30). US officer charged with murder of black driver. The Evening 
Standard (London), pp. 28,29.  

Hughey, M. W. (2012). Racializing redemption, reproducing racism: The odyssey of 
magical negroes and white saviors. Sociology Compass, 6(9), 751-767.  

Hunt, A. (2016). Blackwell approach lauded nationally, dismissed at home. Cincinnati 
Enquirer. Retrieved from 
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2015/09/13/blackwell-community-
policing/72080804/ 

Hunt, D. M. (1999). OJ Simpson facts and fictions: News rituals in the construction of 
reality: Cambridge University Press. 



 

 159 

Hunt, D. M. (Ed.) (2005). Channeling blackness: Studies on television and race in 
America. New York, NY: Oxford University Press. 

Hurley, R. J., Jensen, J. J., Weaver, A., & Dixon, T. (2015). Viewer ethnicity matters: 
Black crime in TV News and its impact on decisions regarding public policy. 
Journal of Social Issues, 71(1), 155-170.  

Iyengar, S., & Kinder, D. R. (1987). News that matters: Agenda setting and priming in a 
television age. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press. 

Jackson, J. L., Sr. (2015, December 9 - December 15). It's time for answers. New 
Pittsburgh Courier, p. 1.  

Jason Williams, A. H. (2015, July 22). Deters: Video release could 'jeopardize' probe, 
Online. The Cincinnati Enquirer. Retrieved from 
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2015/07/22/deters-video-release-
shooting/30534365/ 

Jenkins, C. D. (2012). Newsroom diversity and representations of race. Race and news: 
Critical perspectives, 22-42.  

Jensen, L. J. (2015). Building relatedness through hashtags.  
S. Jhally (Producer), & Jhally, S. (Director). (1997a, 1997). bell hooks—Cultural 

Critisicm & Transformation. [Video lecture]. Northampton, MA: Media 
Education Foundation. 

S. Jhally (Producer), & Jhally, S. (Director). (1997b). Representation & the media. 
[Video lecture]. Northampton, MA: Media Education Foundation. 

S. Jhally (Producer), & Jhally, S. (Director). (1997c). Stuart Hall - race, the floating 
signifier. [Video Transcript]. Northampton, MA: Media Education Foundation. 

Johnson, E. L. (1994). A menace to society: The use of criminal profiles and its effects on 
black males. Howard Law Journal, 38, 629.  

Johnson, K., & USA Today. (2015, October 8). In face of criticism, police chiefs preach 
de-escalation tactics; Responding to a spate of destructive conflicts between 
authorities and citizens, law enforcement officers undergo retraining to apply a 
cooler approach to potentially incendiary situations. USA Today, p. 8A.  

Jones, H. G. (2015, July 30). Impact of DuBose case on Cincinnati's image, Online. 
WKRC CIncinnati. Retrieved from http://local12.com/news/local/impact-of-
dubose-case-on-cincinnati39s-image 

Jordan, W. D. (1974). The white man's burden: Historical origins of racism in the United 
States (Vol. 402): Oxford University Press, USA. 

Joseph, C. (2015, April 29). Obama urges demonstrators to focus on urban poverty, 
injustice— not stealing, burning. New York Daily News. Retrieved from 
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/obama-urges-demonstrators-focus-
poverty-inequality-article-1.2202141 

Kalhan, A. (2014). Stop and frisk, judicial independence, and the ironies of improper 
appearances. Georgetown Journal of Legal Ethics, 27(4).  

Kang, J. A. (2015, May 10). The Witnesses. The New York Times, p. 34.  
Kellner, D. (2002). The Frankfurt School and British cultural studies: The missed 

articulation. In J. T. Nealon & C. Irr (Eds.), Rethinking the Frankfurt School: 
Alternative Legacies of Cultural Critique (pp. 31-58). Albany, NY: SUNY Press. 



 

 160 

Kelly, D. A. (2012). Cops, cameras and accountability: User-generated online video and 
public space police-civilian interactions. (Doctoral dissertation). Retrieved from 
http://digitalcommons.library.umaine.edu/etd/1799/   

Kleis Nielsen, R. (2014). Political communication research: New media, new challenges, 
and new opportunities. MedieKultur: Journal of Media & Communication 
Research, 30(56), 5-22.  

Knapp, A. (2015a, April 6). Attorney: North Charleston police officer felt threatened 
before fatal shooting. The Post And Courier. Retrieved from 
http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20150406/PC16/150409558 

Knapp, A. (2015b, September 15). Citing ‘persuasive’ evidence, judge denies Michael 
Slager’s bail request in Walter Scott shooting. The Post And Courier. Retrieved 
from http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20150914/PC16/150919639/citing-
x2018-persuasive-x2019-evidence-judge-denies-michael-slager-x2019-s-bail-
request-in-walter-scott-shooting 

Knapp, A. (2015c, April 7). North Charleston officer faces murder charge after video 
shows him shooting man in back. The Post And Courier. Retrieved from 
http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20150407/PC16/150409468/north-
charleston-officer-faces-murder-charge-after-video-shows-him-shooting-man-in-
back 

Knapp, A. (2015d, April 9). Walter Scott 'probably would be alive' if 2013 Taser probe 
turned out differently, man says, Online. The Post and Courier. Retrieved from 
http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20150409/PC16/150409341/walter-scott-
probably-would-be-alive-if-2013-taser-probe-turned-out-differently-man-says 

Knight, C., & Williams, J. (2015, September 10). After Blackwell firing, protest and 
concerns in community. Cincinnati Enquirer. Retrieved from 
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2015/09/09/after-blackwell-firing-protest-
and-concerns-community/71970564/ 

Kraemer, A., & WCPO Staff. (2015, July 28). Sam DuBose, Ray Tensing: Man shot to 
death by University of Cincinnati officer is laid to rest, Online. WCPO Cincinnati. 
Retrieved from http://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/colleges/uc-news/sam-
dubose-ray-tensing-man-shot-to-death-by-university-of-cincinnati-officer-is-laid-
to-rest 

Kroll. (2015). Review and Investigation of Officer Raymond M. Tensing’s Use of Deadly 
Force on July 19, 2015: University of Cincinnati Police Department. Retrieved 
from  

LaFleur, P. (2015, July 29). How video differed from report of UC shooting, and why 
attorneys say it's crucial, Online. WCPO Cincinnati. Retrieved from 
http://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/colleges/uc-news/murder-charge-sits-in-
gap-between-reports-and-body-cam-video 

Lahore. (2015, November 3). Author, columnist Charles Blow discusses police brutality, 
Black Lives Matter, 'the two black Americas'. Plus Media Solutions.  

Lambert, L., Sweigart, J., & McCall, K. (2015, July 31). Authority of campus police in 
spotlight; College departments have power to patrol neighboring areas.  

Lasorsa, D. L., Lewis, S. C., & Holton, A. E. (2012). Normalizing Twitter: Journalism 
practice in an emerging communication space. Journalism Studies, 13(1), 19-36.  

Latta, T. Y. (2015, August 11). Role of campus police debated. Springfield News-Sun.  



 

 161 

Laughland, O., & Felton, R. (2015, July 29). Police officer indicted for murder in fatal 
shooting of Samuel DuBose ; Cincinnati braces for protests after release of body 
camera footage showing DuBose, an unarmed black man, being shot in the head 
by a white officer.  

Laughland, O., Gambino, L., & Lapinski, V. (2015, July 30). Samuel DuBose video 
appears to show two officers reinforced false account of police killing; Analysis 
of Cincinnati shooting's aftermath reveals how multiple officers discussed claim - 
disputed as the basis of a murder charge - that Ray Tensing was 'dragged' by 
unarmed black man's car.  

Law, J. (2015, July 29). Ray Tensing, Sam DuBose: Text of the dialogue from fatal 
traffic stop in Cincinnati, Online. WCPO Cincinnati. Retrieved from 
http://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/hamilton-county/cincinnati/ray-tensing-
sam-dubose-text-of-the-dialogue-from-fatal-traffic-stop-in-cincinnati 

Lawrence, R. G. (1996). Accidents, icons, and indexing: The dynamics of news coverage 
of police use of force. Political Communication, 13(4), 437-454.  

Lawrence, R. G. (2000). The politics of force: Media and the construction of police 
brutality. London: University of California Press. 

Leggate, J. (2015, July 30). Attorney: Ray Tensing 'was in fear of his life,' was 'dragged' 
before shooting Sam DuBose, Online. WCPO Cincinnati. Retrieved from 
http://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/hamilton-county/cincinnati/attorney-
tensing-was-in-fear-of-his-life-before-shooting-sam-dubose 

Locke, T. (2004). Critical discourse analysis. London: Bloomsbury Publishing. 
Logan, B. (2015, December 28). More police officers have been charged in civilian 

killings in 2015 than at any time in the last decade. Business Insider. Retrieved 
from http://www.businessinsider.com/more-police-officers-charged-over-deadly-
shootings-in-2015-2015-9 

Lowery, M. (2015, August 5 - August 11). Police encounters, lies, and videotape. Call & 
Post, pp. 1-A.3.  

Lowery, W. (2015, December 25). Racial disparities in deadly traffic stops. The 
Washington Post, p. A01.  

Lowery, W., & Berman, M. (2015, April 10). S.C. officer had a 2013 excessive-force 
complaint. The Washington Post, p. A05.  

Lundman, R. J., & Kaufman, R. L. (2003). Driving while black: Effects of race, ethnicity, 
and gender on citizen self-reports of traffic stops and police actions. Criminology, 
41, 195.  

CNN (Producer), Man Accused of Suicide Bomb Plot at Army Base; Defense Secretary 
Ashton Carter on ISIS and Al Qaeda; Tornado Cleanup in the Midwest; Clinton to 
Announce Presidential Bid; Saying Farewell To Slain Walter Scott; Necessity to 
Wear Body Cameras for Police; Another Police Beating Caught on Tape; 
Community Helping Tornado Survivor; Reporting from Masters Tournament. 
(2015d, April 11). New Day Saturday [Television broadcast]. 

Mansoor, S., & Staff. (2015, July 30). Family of black man killed during traffic stop 
urges calm; Aubrey DuBose, the victim's brother, said the family is upset but 
wants any reaction to the case to be nonviolent and done in a way that honors his 
brother's style.  



 

 162 

Mattoni, A., & Treré, E. (2014). Media practices, mediation processes, and mediatization 
in the study of social movements. Communication Theory, 24(3), 252-271.  

Mayo, C. (2015). Unexpected Generosity and Inevitable Trespass: Rethinking 
Intersectionality. Educational Studies, 51(3), 244-251.  

McChesney, R. W. (2008). The political economy of media: Enduring issues, emerging 
dilemmas: NYU Press. 

McKee, T., & WCPO Staff. (2015a, July 28). Attorney for UC police officer says he 
expects indictment, Online. WCPO Cincinnati. Retrieved from 
http://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/colleges/uc-news/ray-tensing-sam-
dubose-attorney-for-uc-police-officer-talks-exclusively-to-wcpo-about-shooting 

McKee, T., & WCPO Staff. (2015b, July 24). Prominent black minister feels betrayed by 
UC president's decision to release police shooting report, Online. WCPO 
Cincinnati. Retrieved from http://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/colleges/uc-
news/prominent-black-minister-feels-betrayed-by-uc-presidents-decision-to-
release-police-shooting-report 

McLeod, H. (2015, April 9). Still more questions remain in S. Carolina after police 
killing; white officer shown shooting black man charged with murder, fired from 
force. Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, p. A1.  

McLuhan, M. (1964). Understanding media: The extensions of man. Cambridge, MA: 
The MIT Press. 

McManus, J. H. (1994). Market-driven journalism: Let the citizen beware? : Sage 
Publications Thousand Oaks, CA. 

McQuail, D. (2010). McQuail's mass communication theory. Thousand Oaks, CA: 
SAGE. 

McShane, L. (2015, April 12). Killer cop ma: He's a good guy. New York Daily News, p. 
4.  

McWhorter, J. (2016, February 4). Bloody Gloves and Police Brutality. The New York 
Times, p. 23.  

Mears, D. P., Pickett, J., Golden, K., Chiricos, T., & Gertz, M. (2013). The effect of 
interracial contact on whites' perceptions of victimization risk and black 
criminality. Journal of research in crime and delinquency, 50(2), 272-299.  

Milbank, D. (2015, April 9). After another tragedy, signs of progress. The Washington 
Post, p. A02.  

Millward, E., & WCPO Staff. (2015, July 28). Sam DuBose, Ray Tensing: Politicians, 
preachers expect protests to be peaceful, Online. WCPO Cincinnati. Retrieved 
from http://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/hamilton-county/cincinnati/sam-
dubose-ray-tensing-politicians-preachers-expect-protests-to-be-peaceful 

Mitchell, N. (2005). Just for laughs: An analysis of 21st century African American 
situational comedy. (Master's Thesis), Georgetown University, Washington D.C.    

Molski, H., & Butts, R. (2015, July 26). Black Lives Matter rallies and marches on UC 
campus. Cincinnati Enquirer. Retrieved from 
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2015/07/26/friends--dubose-we-need-
peace/30703435/ 

Molski, H., & Knight, C. (2015, July 24). Deters: Common sense why video not released, 
Online. The Cincinnati Enquirer. Retrieved from 



 

 163 

http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2015/07/22/dubose-supporters-plan-more-
protests-focus-deters/30546147/ 

Moore, A. (2015, August 28). Virginia Shooting Media Hypocrisy? 5 Violent Murders of 
Black Bodies CNN and Other Networks Had No Problem Showing. Atlanta Black 
Star. Retrieved from http://atlantablackstar.com/2015/08/28/virginia-shooting-
media-hypocrisy-5-violent-murders-of-black-bodies-cnn-and-other-networks-had-
no-problem-showing/ 

Moore, M. T. (2015, April 30). Clinton: Police body cameras a tool of justice; Urges 
prayers for the fallen, frustrated. USA Today, p. 6A.  

Morton, R. (2015, December 6). Black men increasingly feel under siege in America. 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, pp. D-2.  

Mullainathan, S. (2015, October 18). Police killings of blacks: What the data says. The 
New York Times, p. 6.  

Murphy, K., & Grasha, K. (2016, April 15). UCPD created 'no-fly zone' DuBose drove 
through. The Cincinnati Enquirer.  

Mustard, D. B. (2001). Racial, ethnic, and gender disparities in sentencing: Evidence 
from the us federal courts*. Journal of Law and Economics, 44(1), 285-314.  

Nasheed, J. (2015, August 26). Body cameras protect police and the public. St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch, p. A17.  

NBC News. [@NBCNews]. (2015a, July 29). BREAKING: University of Cincinnati cop 
indicted for murder in death of unarmed motorist http://nbcnews.to/1Is5wm7 
[Tweet]. Retrieved from 
http://twitter.com/NBCNews/status/626443687766175746 

Nelson, M. S. (2011). Public Opinion on the Disproportionate Representation of Blacks 
and Hispanics in the Criminal Justice System. The Pennsylvania State University.    

Nelson, T. E., Paul, J. A., Block Jr, R., & Brown-Dean, K. L. (2002). Racial profiling or 
racist profiling? Perception and opinion on the profiling of Arabs and Blacks. 
Paper presented at the The Annual Meeting of The American Political Science 
Association, Boston, MA.  

New York Times Editorial Board. (2015, April 8). The Walter Scott Murder. The New 
York Times. Retrieved from http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/09/opinion/the-
walter-scott-murder.html 

Noble, G. (2015, July 30). Two UC officers who backed Ray Tensing's story were name. 
WCPO. Retrieved from http://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/colleges/uc-
news/two-uc-officers-who-backed-ray-tensings-story-were-implicated-in-death-
of-psychiatric-patient- 

Noble, G., & WCPO Staff. (2015, July 23). Sam Dubose, Ray Tensing: UC police officer 
said motorist was dragging him, so he shot him. WCPO Cincinnati. Retrieved 
from http://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/colleges/uc-news/sam-dubose-ray-
tensing-uc-police-officer-said-motorist-was-dragging-him-so-he-shot-him 

Norman, T. (2015, April 10). Video for once allows police no excuses. Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette, p. A2.  

NYDailyNews Editorial Board. (2015, April 28). Someone must show Baltimore a way 
forward — starting with President Obama. New York Daily News. Retrieved from 
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/editorial-show-baltimore-article-1.2202606 



 

 164 

O'Neal, L. (2015a, August 3). If you get pulled over by the police, don't do what I did. 
The Washington Post, p. C01.  

O'Neal, L. (2015b, August 7). In police killings, is the outrage unequal? The Washington 
Post, p. C01.  

Ono, S. [@PrezOno]. (2015, July 23). I have encouraged the Hamilton County Prosecutor 
to share the incident video with Samuel Dubose's family in view of their requests 
[Tweet]. Retrieved from https://twitter.com/PrezOno/status/624312633315819520 

Otis, G. A. (2015, April 9). He got 'the truth' on his cell phone. New York Daily News, p. 
5.  

Otis, G. A., Goldstein, S., & Siemaszko, C. (2015, April 9). Killed In Cold Blood Slain 
Man's Kin Rails At Cop Video 'Tore My Heart To Pieces': Ma. New York Daily 
News, p. 4.  

NBC News (Producer), The outrage over yet another deadly police shooting, this one in 
South Carolina and this time it was all caught on camera leading to murder 
charges against the officer. (2015b, April 8). Today Show [Television broadcast]. 

Owens, L., & Palmer, L. K. (2003). Making the news: Anarchist counter-public relations 
on the World Wide Web. Critical Studies in Media Communication, 20(4), 335-
361.  

Packnett, B. (2016). Black Lives Matter Isn't Going Anywhere. Time (USA). 
Palmer, M., Democrat, F. s. D., Dover, & N.H. (2015, August 9). Chiefs defend role of 

armed UNH police.  
Parker, J. E. (2015, April 9). Frequently asked questions about the Walter Scott shooting 

video. The Post And Courier. Retrieved from 
http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20150409/PC16/150409327/frequently-
asked-questions-about-the-walter-scott-shooting-video 

Parmelee, J. H., & Bichard, S. L. (2011). Politics and the Twitter revolution: How tweets 
influence the relationship between political leaders and the public. Lanham, MD: 
Lexington Books. 

Payan, R., & Unfollow, F. F. Colored America: Reforming Prejudice Police. Writing, 
36(3), 0.  

Payne, G. A. (2007). Brutal Cops, News Coverage, and Public Perceptions of Law 
Enforcement: An Experimental Investigation of Reality Construction. Journal of 
Humanities & Social Sciences, 1(2), 1-10.  

Pérez-Peña, R. (2015, July 31). White police officer is charged with murder in Ohio; 
Prosecutor calls killing of unarmed black driver a 'senseless' shooting. 
International New York Times, p. 6.  

Pérez-Peña, R., & Williams, T. (2015a, August 1). Cameras shift views on the police; 
Taped encounters alter how public sees race relations and use of force. 
International New York Times, p. 3.  

Pérez-Peña, R., & Williams, T. (2015b, July 31). Glare of video is shifting public's view 
of police. The New York Times, p. A1.  

Pérez-Peña, R., Williams, T., & Mura, J. (2015, July 30). Officer Indicted in Shooting 
Death of Unarmed Man. The New York Times, p. 1.  

Peterson, L. (2014). Teaching our sons to be afraid is not the answer to cops who shoot 
children; Tamir Rice‘s mother will have to bury her 12-year-old son. Do I have to 



 

 165 

tell my son to accept being treated as less than human to preserve his life?, 841 
words. The Guardian, p. COMMENT IS FREE.  

Petracco, B., & Hamrick, B. (2015, July 27). Black Lives Matter holds rally on UC 
campus for Sam Dubose. WLWT.com. Retrieved from 
http://www.wlwt.com/news/black-lives-matter-holds-rally-on-uc-campus-for-
same-dubose/34365794 

Pfeffer, A. (2015a, July 29). Body-cam video of Sam DuBose to be released Wednesday. 
WKRC Cincinnati. Retrieved from http://local12.com/news/local/body-cam-
video-of-sam-dubose-to-be-released-wednesday 

Pfeffer, A. (2015b, July 23). Protest of prosecutor's decision not to release DuBose video, 
Online. WKRC Cincinnati. Retrieved from http://local12.com/news/local/protest-
of-prosecutor39s-decision-not-to-release-dubose-video 

Phillip, A. (2015, August 7). Family questions response to shooting. The Washington 
Post, p. A03.  

Picchi, A. (2015, February 11). Are America's jails used to punish poor people? CBS 
Money Watch. Retrieved from http://www.cbsnews.com/news/how-jails-are-
warehousing-those-too-poor-to-make-bail/ 

Pitman, M. D. (2015, July 31). Officer who backed UC shooting story on leave; He stated 
in report he saw DuBose drag Tensing during stop.  

Poell, T., & Borra, E. (2011). Twitter, YouTube, and Flickr as platforms of alternative 
journalism: The social media account of the 2010 Toronto G20 protests. 
Journalism, 13(6), 695-713.  

Poetic Justice. [@KimmieDeez]. (2015, July 29). I condemn any news outlet circulating 
pictures of this murderer cop in a uniform and Sam Dubose in a mug shot! 
Terrible journalism [Tweet]. Retrieved from 
https://twitter.com/KimmieDeez/status/626464564960473090 

Poindexter, P. M., Smith, L., & Heider, D. (2003). Race and ethnicity in local television 
news: Framing, story assignments, and source selections. Journal of Broadcasting 
& Electronic Media, 47(4), 524-536.  

Polkinghorne, D. (1983). Methodology for the human sciences: Systems of inquiry. 
Albany, NY: SUNY Press. 

Prince, R. (2015a, October 20). A Group of News Editors Promised These Diversity 
Goals and Failed; Some Say They’ll Likely Fail Again. The Root. Retrieved from 
http://www.theroot.com/blog/journal-
isms/a_group_of_news_editors_promised_these_diversity_goals_and_failed_som
e_say/ 

Prince, R. (2015b, August 2). Media Coverage of Samuel Dubose Shooting Illustrates 
Why ‘Visuals Matter’. The Root. Retrieved from 
http://www.theroot.com/blog/journal-
isms/media_coverage_of_samuel_dubose_shooting_illustrates_why_visuals_matt
er/ 

Prince, R. (2015c, December 29). The Top 10 Stories Involving Race and Media in 2015. 
The Root. Retrieved from http://www.theroot.com/blog/journal-
isms/the_top_10_stories_involving_race_and_media_in_2015/ 

MSNBC (Producer), The Rachel Maddow Show for April 7, 2015. (2015, April 7). The 
Rachel Maddow Show [Television Broadcast]. 



 

 166 

Rapp, L., Button, D. M., Fleury-Steiner, B., & Fleury-Steiner, R. (2010). The internet as 
a tool for black feminist activism: lessons from an online antirape protest. 
Feminist Criminology, 5(3), 244-262.  

Rapporteur, A. R. (2001). Reinventing Minority Media for the 21st Century: A Report of 
the Aspen Institute Forum on Diversity and the Media. Retrieved from 
Washington, DC:  

Reese, S. D. (2007). The framing project: A bridging model for media research revisited. 
Journal of Communication, 57(1), 148-154.  

Reese, S. D., & Gandy Jr, O. H. (2001). Framing public life: Perspectives on media and 
our understanding of the social world: Routledge. 

Reuters. (2015, July 31). Policeman charged over driver killing. The Herald (Glasgow), 
p. 12.  

Rhodes, E. W. (2015, August 4). A tale of two cops, a tale of two motorists. Philadelphia 
Tribune, p. 1.  

Ridout, T. N., Fowler, E. F., & Searles, K. (2012). Exploring the validity of electronic 
newspaper databases. International Journal of Social Research Methodology, 
15(6), 451-466.  

Ritchie, A. J., & Mogul, J. L. (2007). In the shadows of the war on terror: Persistent 
police brutality and abuse of people of color in the United States. DePaul Journal 
of Social Justice, 1, 175.  

Robles, F., & Blinder, A. (2015, April 9). A stark image of a shooting carries impact. The 
New York Times, p. 1.  

Rogers, K. (2015, July 22). Questions after unarmed Ohio man is killed in traffic stop. 
The New York Times. Retrieved from 
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/23/us/questions-after-unarmed-ohio-man-is-
killed-in-traffic-stop.html 

Ross, S. D. (1998). “Their Rising Voices”: A Study of Civil Rights, Social Movements, 
and Advertising in the New York Times. Journalism & Mass Communication 
Quarterly, 75(3), 518-534.  

Russell, K. K. (1998). Driving while black: Corollary phenomena and collateral 
consequences. Boston College Law Review, 40, 717.  

NPR (Producer), S.C. Police Officer Charged With Murder After Shooting Man In Back. 
(2015b, April 8). NPR Morning Edition. 

Saleem, O. (1997). The Age of Unreason: The impact of reasonableness, increased police 
force, and colorblindness on terry stop and frisk. Oklahoma Law Review, 50, 451.  

Santaella, T. (2015, April 9). Video sparks 'Black lives matter' protest in S.C.; Officer is 
fired, but pregnant wife still to get health benefits. USA Today, p. 3A.  

Sausser, L. (2015, April 10). Walter Scott dogged by system that "criminalizes" debt. The 
Post And Courier. Retrieved from 
http://www.postandcourier.com/20150410/150419851/walter-scott-dogged-by-
system-that-criminalizes-debt- 

Schiffrin, D., Tannen, D., & Hamilton, H. E. (2008). The handbook of discourse analysis: 
John Wiley & Sons. 

Schuck, A. M., Rosenbaum, D. P., & Hawkins, D. F. (2008). The influence of 
race/ethnicity, social class, and neighborhood context on residents' attitudes 
toward the police. Police Quarterly, 11(4), 496-519.  



 

 167 

Schudson, M. (1982). The power of news: Harvard University Press. 
CNN (Producer), Second Video of Shooting of Walter Scott Murder Released; Feidin 

Santana Talks about his Filming Police; Tornadoes Have Swept Across U.S. 
States; Mike Rowe Talks about His Bull Fighting Experience; Shooting in Census 
Bureau. (2015e, April 9). Anderson Cooper 360 [Television broadcast]. 

Segerberg, A., & Bennett, W. L. (2011). Social media and the organization of collective 
action: Using Twitter to explore the ecologies of two climate change protests. The 
Communication Review, 14(3), 197-215.  

Seitz, B., & Gnau, T. (2015, July 31). Body cameras hot topic for local cops; Fatal 
shooting during Cincinnati traffic stop brings issue forward.Cost, privacy are 
main concerns for devices.; CONTINUING COVERAGE UC SHOOTING.  

CNN (Producer), Severe Tornadoes Hit Iowa, Illinois, Ohio; New Videos of Fatal Police 
Shooting; Officer Michael Slager Was Involved in Tasing Incident in 2013; Dash 
Cam Video of a Fatal Confrontation Between Police and a Mentally Ill African-
American Man; Extremely Dangerous Tornadoes Strike Midwest Tonight; Bill 
Weir Previews Season Finale of Wonder List. Aired 10-11p ET. (2015f, April 9). 
CNN Tonight with Don Lemon [Television Broadcast]. 

Sigelman, L., Welch, S., Bledsoe, T., & Combs, M. (1997). Police brutality and public 
perceptions of racial discrimination: A tale of two beatings. Political Research 
Quarterly, 50(4), 777-791.  

Skogan, W. G. (2006). Asymmetry in the impact of encounters with police. Policing & 
Society, 16(02), 99-126.  

Slattery, D. (2015, July 29). Rage as Cincy cop vic buried. New York Daily News, p. 18.  
Slattery, D., & Murphy, D. (2015, April 8). MURDERED S.C. cop charged in unarmed 

black man's slay. New York Daily News, p. 12.  
Smith, B. (2016). Activists renew call that ex-officer be returned to jail, 329 words. The 

Washington Times.  
Smith, B. W., & Holmes, M. D. (2014). Police use of excessive force in minority 

communities: A test of the minority threat, place, and community accountability 
hypotheses. Social Problems, 61(1), 83-104.  

Smith, G. (2015, April 7). Experts: No justification for fatal police shooting in video. The 
Post and Courier. Retrieved from 
http://www.postandcourier.com/article/20150407/PC16/150409443/experts-no-
justification-for-fatal-police-shooting-in-video 

Snow, D. A. (2004). Framing processes, ideology, and discursive fields. The Blackwell 
companion to social movements, 380-412.  

Snow, D. A., & Benford, R. D. (1988). Ideology, frame resonance, and participant 
mobilization. International social movement research, 1(1), 197-217.  

Snow, D. A., & Benford, R. D. (2000). Clarifying the relationship between framing and 
ideology in the study of social movements: A comment on Oliver and Johnston. 
Mobilization, 5(2), 55-60.  

Spence, G. (2015, November 30). How do we identify killer cops?; The answer lies in 
better testing of police candidates. USA Today, p. 9A.  

Spitzer, E. (1999). The New York City Police Department's stop & frisk practices: A 
report to the people of the State of New York from The Office of the Attorney 
General. (0788187538). New York: Civil Rights Bureau. 



 

 168 

Springer, K. (2007). Divas, evil Black bitches, and bitter Black women: African-
American women in postfeminist and postcivil rights popular culture. In C. 
Brunsdon & L. Spigel (Eds.), Feminist television criticism: A reader (2 ed., pp. 
72-92): Oxford University Press. 

Squires, C. R. (2002). Rethinking the black public sphere: An alternative vocabulary for 
multiple public spheres. Communication Theory, 12(4), 446-468.  

St. Martin, V. (2015, April 26). Police officers to use body cameras. The Washington 
Post, p. T01.  

Staples, G. B. (2015, April 18). Is jail best answer for failing to pay? The Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution, p. 1D.  

Staples, R. (1986). Black masculinity, hypersexuality, and sexual aggression. The Black 
family essays and studies, 57-63.  

Steinbuch, Y., & Fears, D. (2015, April 9). 'Like he was killing a deer' - mom. The New 
York Post, p. 10.  

Stephenson, L. (2015, August 3). City may install cameras on police cars; Kettering 
evaluating cost, privacy issues; will test dash cameras.; PUBLIC SAFETY 
KETTERING.  

Stewart, E. A., Baumer, E. P., Brunson, R. K., & Simons, R. L. (2009). Neighborhood 
racial context and perceptions of police‐based racial discrimination among black 
youth. Criminology, 47(3), 847-887.  

Stuckey, A. (2015, April 9). Missouri Legislature reluctant to require police body 
cameras. St. Louis Post-Dispatch, p. A1.  

Susman, T. (2015, June 23). Black women also feel at risk; A new movement demands 
justice for the unarmed females who have been killed by police. Los Angeles 
Times, p. A6.  

Swaine, J. (2015a, November 25). Laquan McDonald response reflects major shift in year 
since Ferguson riots; A year after the decision not to bring charges over the death 
of Michael Brown, prosecutors are dealing with police killings with a new sense 
of urgency.  

Swaine, J. (2015b, August 8). 'We do this for Mike Brown': a year on, Ferguson is a 
wound that won't heal; Even as police officers elsewhere are charged with crimes 
for the killings of Samuel DuBose and Freddie Gray, unthinkable only a year ago, 
much remains unresolved - and therefore unchanged - in the eyes of activists.  

Tacopino, J. (2015, April 8). 'Murder' by cop SC officer charged after shocking vid. The 
New York Post, p. 12.  

Tellis, W. (1997). Application of a case study methodology. The qualitative report, 3(3), 
1-17.  

The Associated Press. (2015). Hearing Monday for ex-officer‘s speedy trial request, 190 
words. The Seattle Times.  

The Associated Press. (2016, April 10). A look at police use-of-force cases before 
Freddie Gray. The Associated Press.  

The Cincinnati Enquirer. (2015a, July 30). Cincy officer indicted in motorist's death. 
Pittsburgh Tribune Review.  

The Cincinnati Enquirer. (2015b, July 29). A flag photo of a murder suspect, a mugshot 
of a victim, Online. The Cincinnati Enquirer. Retrieved from 



 

 169 

http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2015/07/29/sam-dubose-social-media-
reaction-photo/30858745/ 

The Cincinnati Enquirer. (2015c, July 30). 'I'm so tired of seeing human lives becoming 
hashtags', Online. The Cincinnati Enquirer. Retrieved from 
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2015/07/29/dubose-twitter-
reaction/30846077/ 

The Cincinnati Enquirer. (2015d, July 29). Transcript of Deters' press conference. The 
Cincinnati Enquirer. Retrieved from 
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2015/07/29/transcript-deters-
pressconference/30856359/ 

The Nation. (2015, July 31). US police officer indicted in new shooting death of a black 
man: County prosecutor says killing of Samuel Dubose 'senseless, totally 
unwarranted'. The Nation (Thailand).  

The New York Daily News Editorial Board. (2015, July 30). Murder by cop. New York 
Daily News, p. 24.  

The New York Times (Producer). (2015). Video Shows Fatal Police Shooting. [Video] 
Retrieved from http://www.nytimes.com/video/us/100000003615939/video-
shows-fatal-police-shooting.html 

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch Editorial Board. (2015, April 9). Editorial: What the case of 
Walter Scott tells us about Michael Brown [Editorial]. St. Louis Post-Dispatch, p. 
A12.  

The Washington Post Editorial Board. (2016). Where is that 'war on blacks'?, 583 words. 
The Washington Times.  

Thomas, N. (2015, August 6). White Policemen Don't Like Black People. Montreal 
Community Contact, p. 6.  

Thrasher, S. W. (2015, July 30). Samuel DuBose's killing is a dark cloud with a grim 
silver lining. The Guardian. Retrieved from 
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/jul/30/samuel-dubose-killing-
dark-cloud-grim-silver-lining 

Tracy, K. (2001). Discourse analysis in communication. In D. Schiffrin, D. Tannen, & H. 
E. Hamilton (Eds.), The handbook of discourse analysis (pp. 725-749). Thousand 
Oaks, CA: SAGE. 

Treré, E. (2011). Studying media practices in social movements. Paper presented at the 
CIRN Prato Community Informatics Conference, Prato, Italy. 

Tuch, S. A. (2004). Race and perceptions of police misconduct. Social Problems, 51(3), 
305-325.  

NPR (Producer), University Of Cincinnati Reaches Settlement With Family Of Samuel 
DuBose. (2016, January 20). All Things Considered [Radio broadcast]. 

Unnever, J. D. (2008). Two worlds far apart: Black‐white differences in beliefs about 
why African‐American men are disproportionately imprisoned*. Criminology, 
46(2), 511-538.  

Unnever, J. D., & Hembroff, L. A. (1988). The prediction of racial/ethnic sentencing 
disparities: An expectation states approach. Journal of research in crime and 
delinquency, 25(1), 53-82.  

van Dijk, T. A. (1985). Handbook of discourse analysis: Dimensions of discourse. 
London: Academic Press. 



 

 170 

van Dijk, T. A. (1991). Racism and the press. London: Routledge. 
Van Gorp, B. (2007). The constructionist approach to framing: Bringing culture back in. 

Journal of Communication, 57(1), 60-78.  
CBS News (Producer), The violence, of course, comes at a time of increasing mistrust 

between blacks and whites. (2015, June 18). CBS Evening News [Television 
broadcast]. 

Wagner, M., Murphy, D., & Siemaszko, C. (2015, July 30). Cincy cop indicted in slay 
over...'Chicken crap'. New York Daily News, p. 8.  

Wallsten, K. (2015). Non-Elite Twitter Sources Rarely Cited in Coverage. Newspaper 
Research Journal, 36(1), 24.  

Warren, P. Y. (2011). Perceptions of police disrespect during vehicle stops: A race-based 
analysis. Crime & Delinquency, 57(3), 356-376.  

Wartman, S., Eaton, E., & Knight, C. (2015, August 1). Six Arrested During Sam 
DuBose Rally. The Cincinnati Enquirer. Retrieved from 
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2015/08/01/least-6-arrested-during-sam-
dubose-rally/30975809/ 

WCPO (Producer). (2015a). Cincinnati Police Chief Jeffrey Blackwell sits in with 
University of Cincinnati student gathering. [Online Video] Retrieved from 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmjdJ5IvUUs 

WCPO (Producer). (2015b, July 29). FULL VIDEO: Police officer Ray Tensing shoots 
Sam DuBose during traffic stop. [Online Video] Retrieved from 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kYINt6uNjA0 

WCPO (Producer). (2015c, July 30). UC Officer Phillip Kidd's body cam video from 
shooting of Sam DuBose. [Online Video] Retrieved from 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FxXiniMalGA&list=UUQaDjAIpg-pd44ats-
HXCyA&index=3901 

WCPO Editorial Board. (2015). Editorial: We need more answers about the fatal UC 
police shooting, Online. WCPO Cincinnati. Retrieved from 
http://www.wcpo.com/news/opinion/editorial/editorial-we-need-more-answers-
about-the-fatal-uc-police-shooting- 

WCPO Staff. (2015a, July 29). Hundreds rally in rain for justice for Samuel DuBose. 
WCPO Cincinnati. Retrieved from http://www.wcpo.com/news/local-
news/colleges/uc-news/black-lives-matter-rally-following-charge-in-uc-police-
shooting 

WCPO Staff. (2015b, July 23). LISTEN: UC officer calls dispatch as fatal traffic stop 
shooting unfolds, Online. WCPO Cincinnati. Retrieved from 
http://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/colleges/uc-news/listen-uc-police-officer-
calls-dispatch-as-fatal-traffic-stop-shooting-unfolds 

WCPO Staff. (2015c, July 19). Police describe struggle that led UC officer to shoot, kill 
man. WCPO. Retrieved from http://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/hamilton-
county/cincinnati/mount-auburn-shooting 

WCPO Staff. (2015d, August 5). Police: Sam DuBose had 4 bags, 1 jar of marijuana in 
his car when Ray Tensing stopped him, Online. WCPO Cincinnati. Retrieved 
from http://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/hamilton-county/cincinnati/sam-
dubose-ray-tensing-case-dubose-had-4-bags-1-jar-of-marijuana-in-his-car-when-
tensing-stopped-him 



 

 171 

WCPO Staff. (2015e, July 23). Sam Dubose, Ray Tensing: Protesters demand prosecutor 
release video from deadly UC officer shooting, Online. WCPO Cincinnati. 
Retrieved from http://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/hamilton-
county/cincinnati/sam-dubose-ray-tensing-protesters-demand-prosecutor-release-
video-from-deadly-uc-officer-shooting 

WCPO Staff. (2015f, July 23). UC President Santa Ono wants Deters to share body 
camera video with Dubose's family, Online. WCPO Cincinnati. Retrieved from 
http://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/hamilton-county/cincinnati/mount-
auburn/uc-president-santa-ono-wants-deters-to-share-body-camera-video-with-
duboses-family 

Webb, G. (1999, April). Driving while black. Esquire, 1. 
Weibel, E. (2015). University of Cincinnati Police Officer Shooting. (201502732). 

Cincinnati, OH. 
Weitzer, R. (2015). American policing under fire: Misconduct and reform. Society, 52(5), 

475-480.  
Weitzer, R., & Tuch, S. A. (2004). Race and perceptions of police movement. Social 

Problems, 51, 305.  
Williams, J. (2015a, July 24). Enquirer, media file lawsuit seeking UC video. The 

Cincinnati Enquirer. Retrieved from 
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2015/07/24/uc-police-shooting-
folo/30621191/ 

Williams, J. (2015b, August 8). Tensing family: Officer 'needed to protect himself', 
Online. The Cincinnati Enquirer. Retrieved from 
http://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2015/08/07/tensing-family-
letter/31308075/ 

Wilson, D. J., & Serisier, T. (2010). Video activism and the ambiguities of counter-
surveillance. Surveillance & Society, 8(2), 166-180.  

Wolfe, M. (2012). Putting on the brakes or pressing on the gas? Media attention and the 
speed of policymaking. Policy Studies Journal, 40(1), 109-126.  

Wood, R. S. (2006). Tobacco's tipping point: The Master Settlement Agreement as a 
focusing event. Policy Studies Journal, 34(3), 419-436.  

Wu, Y. (2014). Race/ethnicity and perceptions of the police: A comparison of white, 
black, Asian and Hispanic Americans. Policing and Society, 24(2), 135-157.  

Wu, Y., Sun, I. Y., & Triplett, R. A. (2009). Race, class or neighborhood context: Which 
matters more in measuring satisfaction with police? Justice Quarterly, 26(1), 125-
156.  

Yin, R. K. (1981a). The Case Study as a Serious Research Strategy. Science 
Communication, 3(1), 97-114. doi:10.1177/107554708100300106 

Yin, R. K. (1981b). The Case Study Crisis: Some Answers. Administrative Science 
Quarterly, 26(1), 58. doi:10.2307/2392599 

Yin, R. K. (1992). The case study method as a tool for doing evaluation. Current 
Sociology, 40(1), 121-137.  

Yin, R. K. (2002). Case study research: Design and methods (3 ed.): SAGE. 
Yin, R. K. (2008). Case study research: Design and methods (4 ed.). Thousand Oaks, 

CA: SAGE. 
Yin, R. K. (2011). Applications of case study research. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE. 



 

 172 

Yin, R. K. (2013). Case study research: Design and methods (5 ed.). Thousand Oaks, 
CA: SAGE. 



 

 173 

Vita 

Alfred J. Cotton III 
Doctoral Candidate, Graduate Program in Communication 

College of Communication and Information 
University of Kentucky 

 
Place of Birth 

Boone, NC 
Education 

M.A.  
Communication, 2010 
The College at Brockport, State University of New York 
Thesis Chair: Dr. Alexander Lyon 

B.S.  
Journalism, minor in English Literature and Language, 2008 
The College at Brockport, State University of New York 

Academic Employment 
Lecturer  

Department of Communication 
University of Kentucky, 2015-2016 

Teaching Assistant  
Graduate Program in Communication 
University of Kentucky, 2010-2014 

Senior Thesis Committee Member 
Mark Taylor.  “The Influence of Hip-Hop Culture”  
Georgetown College, 2012 

Adjunct Faculty 
Department of Communication 
Georgetown College, 2011-2013 

Primary Instructor 
Department of Journalism 
University of Kentucky, 2010-2013 

Academic Honors, Awards, and Funding 
College of Communication and Information Research Fellowship 

University of Kentucky, 2012-2013 
Research Grant – Case Study Investigator  

National Center for Food Protection and Defense: Center of Excellence 
University of Kentucky, 2012 

Research Grant – Case Study Investigator  
National Center for Food Protection and Defense: Center of Excellence 
University of Kentucky, 2011 

Lyman T. Johnson Diversity Fellowship 
University of Kentucky, 2010-2011 



 

 174 

Publications 
Cotton III, A. J., Veil, S. R., & Iannarino, N. T. (2014). Contaminated 

Communication: TEPCO and Organizational Renewal at the Fukushima 
Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant. Communication Studies, 66(1), 27-44. 

Iannarino, N. T., Veil, S. R. and Cotton III, A. J. (2015), Bringing Home the 
Crisis: How US Evening News Framed the 2011 Japan Nuclear Crisis. 
Journal of Contingencies and Crisis Management. 

Conference Presentations 
“Opening the Gates to the Gaming World: An Analysis of the Interacting 

Arguments of GamerGate.”  Panel Presentation.  Central States 
Communication Association Annual Conference, 2016. 

“Foodborne Danger and Medical Expertise: How A Daytime Talk Show Can 
Affect Food Policy.”  Poster Presentation.  National Center for Food 
Protection and Defense Biennial Conference. 

“Bringing Home the Crisis: How U.S. Evening News Framed the 2011 Japan 
Nuclear Crisis.”  University of Kentucky, Communication Graduate 
Symposium, 2012. 

“Bringing Home the Crisis: How U.S. Evening News Framed the 2011 Japan 
Nuclear Crisis.”  International Communication Association Conference, 
2012. 

“The Expert Paradigm Reimagined: Expert Source Selection in Traditional and 
New Media.”  University of Kentucky, Communication Graduate 
Symposium, 2011. 

 “The Commodification of Rap Music: How White Youth Interest and White 
Corporate Control Changed the Face of Hip-Hop.”  Eastern 
Communication Association Conference, April 2010. 

Invited Lectures 
“Media Issues: Sex and Gender in Media Literacy” 

University of Kentucky, Spring 2015 
“Conducting a Rhetorical Analysis” 

University of Kentucky, Spring 2015 
“Ethics of Social Media Use for Black Journalists” 

University of Kentucky, Fall 2013 
“Feminist Scholarship in Communication Research” 

University of Kentucky, Fall 2013 


