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Greetings from the Bluegrass!

With this first issue, we introduce disClosure, a journal of social
theory edited by graduate students who participate inactivities sponsored
by the Committe on Social Theory at the University of Kentucky.

The thrust of the journal is essentially counter-hegemonic. By this, we
refer to two things. First, we claim that disciplinary boundaries have
unnecessarily rigidified and channeled the modern intellectual division
of labor since the 19th century. In order to counter the institutional
momentum that continues to reaffirm the separations of different
knowledges, we felt thata new publication, a journal formultidisciplinary
work, would provide an appropriate outlet/focus/site for this type of
inquiry. Thisefforthas provided a tremendouslearning experience forall
involved - and has gone a long way towards addressing that artificial rift
between faculty and student in the contemporary academy.

Second, we are particularly interested in the application of social
theoretical concepts to contemporary problems. The intent is to gain a
better understanding of our current situation with insights that demystify
the jargon and rhetoric of current intellectual practice (in the political,
academic, or activist spheres).

In this issue, we present several works that show us new ways to
thinking about concepts of myth as well as contemporary myths themselves.
We open with a wide-ranging work by A. VonHendy, who takes us on a
historico-conceptual tour of how our ideas of what is myth have changed in
literary critical thinking from the Enlightenment to the present. Given the
massive conflicting propoganda and geopolitical confusionsurrounding the
Gulf War, we are fortunate to present two pieces that delve into the
mythology of war. ]. W. Gibson’s piece analyzes the current American
fascination with weapons and its connection to the myth of the male hero
through a journey into popular military culture. T. Grajeda gets behind the
so-called ultimate realist war-is-hell film, Stone’s Platoon, to reveal an
unquestioningly pro-military bias in this example of (great) American
cinema. . Sharp draws on insights from literary criticism and geopolitics to
inform the myth-making practiced by American popular culture (Reader’s
Digest) as it creates images of the Soviet Union as 'evil other.’ Finally, D.
Andrade provides an unusual analysis of the contrasts between the thought
of M. Foucault and ]. Habermas as European thinkers cast against insightsin
Buddhist thought. For this issue, the book reviews were provided by
graduate studentsat the University of Kentucky. This is only the beginning
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of what we hope to be a valuable contribution to the emerging focus of
mutlidisciplinary social theory.

We'd like to give a special thanks to Ted Schatzki, Wolfgang Natter,
and JohnPaul]Jones, without whose guidance and enthusiasm this project
never would have even been brought close to concretereality. Also,deep
gratitude goes to Laura Lorson, whose vast energies and insights literally
carried the journal through epochs of inertia until her departure for
dissertation work at the University of Minnesota. In addition, a note of
thanks goes to the following for their wonderful ideas and support:
George Bebensee, Deborah Dixon, Don Howard, Heather Kennedy, Mark
Klar, Tony Krupp, Guyula Pauer (photographic reduction), and Adrian
Smith.

Roger Miller, Lexington, 1991
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