
disClosure: A Journal of Social Theory disClosure: A Journal of Social Theory 

Volume 1 Rethinking Contemporary 
Mythologies Article 1 

4-15-1992 

Greetings from the Bluegrass! Greetings from the Bluegrass! 

Roger Miller 
University of Kentucky 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.13023/DISCLOSURE.01.01 

Follow this and additional works at: https://uknowledge.uky.edu/disclosure 

 Part of the Arts and Humanities Commons, and the Social and Behavioral Sciences Commons 

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial 4.0 License. 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Miller, Roger (1992) "Greetings from the Bluegrass!," disClosure: A Journal of Social Theory: Vol. 1, Article 
1. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.13023/DISCLOSURE.01.01 
Available at: https://uknowledge.uky.edu/disclosure/vol1/iss1/1 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by disClosure: A Journal of Social Theory. Questions about 
the journal can be sent to disclosurejournal@gmail.com 

http://uknowledge.uky.edu/
http://uknowledge.uky.edu/
https://uknowledge.uky.edu/disclosure
https://uknowledge.uky.edu/disclosure/vol1
https://uknowledge.uky.edu/disclosure/vol1
https://uknowledge.uky.edu/disclosure/vol1/iss1/1
https://uknowledge.uky.edu/disclosure?utm_source=uknowledge.uky.edu%2Fdisclosure%2Fvol1%2Fiss1%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/438?utm_source=uknowledge.uky.edu%2Fdisclosure%2Fvol1%2Fiss1%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/316?utm_source=uknowledge.uky.edu%2Fdisclosure%2Fvol1%2Fiss1%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://uknowledge.uky.edu/disclosure/vol1/iss1/1?utm_source=uknowledge.uky.edu%2Fdisclosure%2Fvol1%2Fiss1%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://uknowledge.uky.edu/disclosure
mailto:disclosurejournal@gmail.com


disCLOSURE 
a journal of social theory 

no 1 Fall 1991 

,. 
-· 

The Modern Concept of Myth 
by A. Von Hendy 

Personal Weapons and the Constitution of Man as Warrior 
by J. W. Gibson 

The (Un)Reality of War: Reconsidering Stone's Platoon 
by T. Grajeda 

"The Russians Acted Like the Russians": The '0 thering' of the 
Saviet Union in the Reader's Digest, 1980-1990 

byJ. Sharp 
Philosophy of Science? Foucault vs. Habermas 

by D. Andrade 

Book Reviews by J. Inglis, G. Howard, E. Reece, A. Farr 

.. 

!Illustrations by 
Laura Lee Cundiff, .,, 
Ann DiSalvo, . 
Rick Gersony, 
Roger Miller 

DISPLAY COPY ONLY 
Property of disClosure: a journal of 

social theory & the University of 
Kentucky Committee on Social 

Theory 



dis Closure is a journal of social theory published by the Committee on Social Theory 
at the University of Kentucky. The funding for this issue was provided by UK's 
College of Arts and Sciences, Student Activities Board, Student Government 
Association, and Multidisciplinary Feasibility Assessment Program. Editorial 
advice and support was provided by faculty at UK. 

Editorial Collective 
Arnold Farr 
Janet Hayes 
Greg Howard 
John Inglis 
Laura Lorson 
Pat McHaffie 
Roger Miller 
Erik Reece 
Hayward Wilkirson 
Jeffry Wulfhorst 

Editorial Board 

Editors Fall 1991 issue Laura Lorson & Roger Miller 

PrintedbyUKPrintingSeroices;typesetby&gerMiller;copyright© 
1991; ISSN#: 1055 - 6133 

Subscription Information: 
Libraries and Institutions: $10 per issue. 

Individuals: $5 per issue. 

Send Inquiries, submissions, & subscriptions to: 

disClosure a journal of social theory 
106 Student Center 
University of Kentucky 
Lexington KY 40506 
(606) 257-7107 
E-MAIL: DISCLOSE@UKCC.UKY.EDU 

Benjamin Agger, Sociology, State University of NewYork, Buffalo 
James Boon, Anthropology, Princeton University 
Matthew Edney, Geography, State University of New York, Binghamton 
Paul Feyerabend, Philosophy, University of Switzerland 
Nancy Fraser, Philosophy, Northwestern University 
Cynthia Freeland, Philosophy, University of Houston 
Sander Gilman, German, Cornell University 
Derek Gregory, Geography, University of British Columbia 
David Hoy, Philosophy, University of California, Santa Cruz 
Anton Kaes, German, University of California, Berkeley 
Douglas Kellner, Philosophy, University of Texas, Austin 
Dominick La.Capra, History, Cornell University 
Maggie McFadden, Women's Studies, Appalachian State University 
Michael Palmer, Poet, San Francisco, California 
Marjorie Perloff, Comparative Literature, Stanford University 
NancyScheper-Hughes, Anthropology, University of California, Berkeley 
Barney Warf, Geography, Kent State University 
Samuel Weber, English, University of California, Los Angeles 
James Winders, History, Appalachian State University 
Irving Zeitlin, Sociology, University of Toronto 

Greetings from the Bluegrass/ 

With this first issue, we introduce disClosure, a journal of social 
theory edited by graduate students who participate inactivities sponsored 
by the Committe on Social Theory at the University of Kentucky. 

The thrust of the journal is essentially counter-hegemonic. By this, we 
refer to two things. First, we claim that disciplinary boundaries have 
unnecessarily rigidified and channeled the modem intellectual division 
of labor since the 19th century. In order to counter the institutional 
momentum that continues to reaffirm the separations of different 
knowledges, we felt that a new publication, a journal for multidisciplinary 
work, would provide an appropriate outlet/focus/site for this type of 
inquiry. This effort has provided a tremendous learning experience for all 
involved - and has gone a long way towards addressing that artificial rift 
between faculty and student in the contemporary academy. 

Second, we are particularly interested in the application of social 
theoretical concepts to contemporary problems. The intent is to gain a 
better understanding of our current situation with insights that demystify 
the jargon and rhetoric of current intellectual practice (in the political, 
academic, or activist spheres). 

In this issue, we present several works that show us new ways to 
thinking about concepts of myth as well as contemporary myths themselves. 
We open with a wide-ranging work by A. VonHendy, who takes us on a 
historico-conceptual tour of how our ideas of what is myth have changed in 
literary critical thinking from the Enlightenment to the present. Given the 
massive conflictingpropoganda and geopolitical confusion surrounding the 
Gulf War, we are fortunate to present two pieces that delve into the 
mythology of war. J. W. Gibson's piece analyzes the ~rrent American 
fascination with weapons and its connection to the myth of the male hero 
through a journey into popular military culture. T. Grajeda gets behind the 
so-called ultimate realist war-is-hell film, Stone's Platoon, to reveal an 
unquestioningly pro-military bias in this example of (great) American 
cinema. J. Sharp draws on insights from literary criticism and geopolitics to 
inform the myth-making practiced by American popular culture (Reader's 
Digest) as it creates images of the Soviet Union as 'evil other.' Finally, D. 
Andrade provides an unusual analysis of the contrasts between the thought 
of M. Foucault and J. Ha~rmas as European thinkers cast against insights in 
Buddhist thought. For this issue, the book reviews were provided by 
graduate students at the University of Kentucky. This is only the beginning 
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of what we hope to be a valuable contribution to the emerging focus of 
mutlidisciplinary social theory. 

We'd like to give a special thanks to Ted Schatzki, Wolfgang Natter, 
andJohnPaulJones,withoutwhoseguidanceandenthusiasmthisproject 
never would have even been brought close to concrete reality. Also, deep 
gratitude goes to Laura Lorson, whose vast energies and insights literally 
carried the journal through epochs of inertia until her departure for 
dissertation work at the University of Minnesota. In addition, a note of 
thanks goes to the following for their wonderful ideas and support: 
George Bebensee, Deborah Dixon, Don Howard, H~ther Kennedy, Mark 
Klar, Tony Krupp, Guyula Pauer (photographic reduction), and Adrian 
Smith. 

Roger Miller, Lexington, 1991 
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